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lnl. SURMARY:
(0) Report furnishes infurmation comcerning use of Mexfean Army troops on
additionsal occasions in the miwmering studenc situation in Mexieo City. The =ili-
tary had first became fnvolved in student disecders during the week begdnning

29 July 1%68. For emse of comprehension, information is given in chronclogical '| I
order, bepinaing 16 huzuot 1962 H . | ' |
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1. (U) The peridd 16-26 August 1968 was relatively quiet, with much public and _/U’““x
press discussion and speculation concerning the possibility of telks betwsen Che [
government and student representatives. Mexico City's Mayor Alfonse Corona del 1] G

Rosal previcusly hed euggested the formulation of s committes, to be compomed of b o'

stuident, faculty, governzent Tepregsentatives as well as "impartizl" chservers, to ]_.,} ;\-.U !
invescigate sthdont charges of police brutalicy in the July ancountsrs. Students r '_q
of the Natiopal Autonomous Univeraity (IMAM) and Natiomal Polytechnic Tmetitute ey ;
(IPN) remained on strike. It appeared several times thet a solution to the ) o A
impasse might be in the offing, but each tins some obstacle arcee. It was obvicus
that student leadership was fractionalized, with pome vanting to take a moderate clgpo
eourse and return to classes. & "Hatdional Strike Council' was formed, made up of |~—=—=—
more militant students, which cleimed to speak for the entire scudent bady. The
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strike leaders claimed that 32 students were injured or nissing 4s o result of tha
July disorders, and several Idate of miesing students were produced, one contain-
ing 25 names, Huch publicity wae given the resules of "investigarisns" which
indieated that momy of the namee on the lists were ficcitious, wers not bennfide
studente, or had simply mowved or died of natursl causes. On 20 August students
hild a rally ia University City (home of UNAM) in southern Merico City near che
Olympic Village. Estimates of attendance aversged around 20,000. Mexicon legis-—
lasors had been fovited to attend to engage in '"public-debate; none appeared.
Following speeches, the students made plans for another demonstration to be held
in dovmbtown Mexico Clty on 27 August 19685.

2. ™) Based on the possibility of trouble durisg the 27 August stedent demon—
atration, Mexiecan Army trocps In the Mexico City ares, who had bBeen teken off
partial alert status on 22 Aupuat, were placed back on Full alert on the 27th.

The march, vhich begen at 1600, procceded from Chapultepec Park nesr the Huseun
of Anthropology, down the Paseo da la Reforma, past the Amerdican Enhassy and on
to the centrel square (Zocalo) dn the heartof the eity. It was estimated that
there were about 100,000 persons in the Focalo, mostly students of IPN and UNAHM.
They Temoved the Maxican Flag from the flagpola inm the center of the Zocalo and
replaced it with m black and red student “strike flag", pointed slogama on the
walls of the Wational Palace, mnd turned on tha lights and reng the balls of the
Metropolitin Cathedral (acts which eavsed much subsequent adverse press comsent).
At the conclusion of the demonstration several thousand studsnts attempted to
remein In the Zecalo with the announced intention of comping there until the
gtudent conflict was zesolved. At D100, 28 August, Arny troops were called inm to
disperse these students, which wae nccomplished withour sericus incfdent. Tnvolwed
in the cperatlion were the Paratroop Battalion, two Infantry Battalions of the
Infantry Brigade, 1! armoted cars of the Presidential Guarde, firemen, police and
traffic police. For concern of possible vlolence directed at the American Emhazey
(tha route of march of the demonstratora took thenm fmmediately in front of tha
Embassy on, the Peses de la Toférma), Arsy troops were deployed around the budlld-
ing, in sd@iciom cto pelice. Tor this, two infantry platoons of 33 men cach were
used, along with ten arsored cers, each with a crew of four and with two caliber
3} machine puss and a 37 nillimater pun. There were noe incidents in or around the
Embessy, although some spithete were shouted as the students pessed by. (Troops
were also deployed around the Soviet Embasay.)

3. (U} About mid-day on 28 August, several thousend pre-government worlers omd
farmers gathered in the Zocalo to show their lovalty te the Mexican Goverrment.
Later, about 3,000 students also gacherad in che square. The pro-goverament proup
removied the strike fleg put up by the students the previous day and raised the
flag of Mexlco.  The workers attempted to burn the strike flag, but it was Te-
coverad by the students. Stones began to fly. Abour 1355 hours, Army troope and
armored cars appeared to disperase the atudents; at one point, soldiers fired into
the air. Ab about 1415, a man appeared on a baleony (some accounts aaid four men)
ovar Madero Street and fired a rifle into the aig; aoldiers respended, The nan
who had fired the rifle, identified sz a jeweler, was detained. Latar, other
shots were fired at another downtown intersection. IDuring the remainder of the
afterncom and into the evening, troops and police had a number of encoumters with
students who were trying to form groupa in the cemter of the city. Students
barricaded the entrances to Universicy City with autobuses which they commandeered.
Throughout the night, Arey rroops, using primarily armored ecara, patrolled the
city where trouble might develep and gome remained stationad ia frone af rhe
Hational Falace in the Zocslo. Humber of dinjured in the day's astion was not
clesr, with some sources reporting four injured from rifle fire, and others none,

4 {U) On 29 and 30 Aucgust, Army elemente and police continued their patrols of
potential hot spote in Mexfics City. Students attempbimg ta orzanize in proups
vere dispersed, and helicopters kept watch from the afir, A reduced force of faot
troops remained on guard at the American Embaszey, but the arsored cars had dis-
appeared. Mexleo Ciby newspapers of 29 August carrieéd a stobtement by Secretary of
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i Defense Lt Gen Hareelino Garela Barragan in which he stressed the Army's support
i'| of President Diaz Ordar and declared that the military d4id not wast a dictatership
: of any kind in Mexlco—-eivil or mdlitary. Slogans critical of President Diaz
Ordez were cbserved on walls and buses. Students reported rumors of government
plans to use military troope be eccupy bulldings and grounds of THAM and IPH in a
=owa to deny the students macshalling areas. ;

3. (U) Mexico City was ealm but a little temse over the weekend of 31 August-
5 = Septemder. On 31 August, Atmy troops, accompanied occasicnally by armored cars,|
were gtationed in eensitive areas and patrolled school ersas. Several small
student groups were dispersed. Army teoops in the Mexico City area remsined om
full alert--restricted to offices and barracks, extending to include the Santa
Luocia Adr Base about 40 kilometera northeast of the city. Fresident Diaz Ordaz
delivered his fourth annual Informe (Skate of the Union Maesage) on 1 Septesbher.
He devoted over one hour of his three-hour speech to the studeat situation, offer-
ing some concessions, with the general tone bedng one of firemess. The ailitary
guard lining the streets as the President moved by wehicle from the Mational
Falace to the Chamber of Depaties (where the speech was delivered) was believed by
some abservers to be heavier than usual, possibly becawse of rumors cireulating
that an attempt might be made on the Iife of the Prasident. The customary mounted
honor grard of milicary cadets preceded and followed the presfdential vehicle.
Seldiers in vehiclea were spotted on instant alert in various locations in Ehe
cicy. Except for the arrest of 1l students who were distributing handbille, the
day was without fheddent, At the nomual mdlitary breakfast honoring the Fresi-
dent, held on I September and attended by military leadera from all over the
countyy, the principal spemker, Maj Gen Abel J. Orozeo, Commander of Fhe 16th
Military Zona, pledged the full support of the military to the President. The
student strike council declared iteelf disgatisfied with the contents of the
Fresident's Informe, end promised atudent action on the strects would continua
until & public debate of the issues was held and security forces were withdrewn
from school arems. On 3 Seplesber, newspapers headlined stories with photographs
cancerning unlnewn would-ba saboteurs whe taped 26 sticks of dynamite to a
high-tension electrical line tower morth of Mexdeo City. The dynasite Eailed to
explode because of a faulty connection with the timing mechanism. Had it exploded
it would have deprived electricity from much of Mexico City. Ir was speculated
that the dynamite, which was discovered en 1 September, was planted with the idea
of blacking out President Diar Ordaz' State of the Unfon Message which was carried
natiomeide by radio apd televieion.

G, {U) Through tha firat twe and sne-half weeks of Septenbar, the situntion
remained relatively caln. Mesieo Cicy began preparing for the annual Inde-
pesdence Celebrations, to begin 12 September and culmimating with the traditfenal
"Grito" ceremchy at the National Falace on the night of 15 September, follewed by
the milicery perade on 16 September. The UWAM Hector, Javier Barros Sierra,
ispued a call for & retutn t¢ normaley and snmounced thet UHAM elasses would
resumé 17 September., Duting the late afternoen and evening of 13 Septesber, the
students (estimated to number about 24,000) ataged a "silent march” (some with
their 1ips taped shut), again from Chapultepec Park, down Pasec de la Reforma,
ending at the Zocalo. The demenstratien was entirely without incfdent and ended
peacafully in the Zocalo at abeut 2200 heurs with the singing of the national
anthem. The guard of feot-soldiers, which had disappesred fron the American
Echasgy on' B Septesber, reappesred on 13 September before the demonstrationm which
again possed immediately in fronc of the Ewbassy. Mexico City moved through the
Independance Celebrations without fncident. Thers wers rumars that students would
boo soldlere durdng the military parade en 16 September, but nothing materiali=ed.

7. (U} 4t 2200 hours, 15 Sepremher, the pleture changed. In 8 sudden move,
Army trocps occupled the buildings ard groumda of Mmiversity City, detaining 6700
persons (highest figure seen was 765). Moat of these were students, But gome
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parents and a few faculty menhers ware fmcluded. The operation required only
about 30 minutes; atudents offered no realseance and thers were no casvalties
reported. Timed with the action of the military, the government relcased & state-
ment declaring chet the mowe was taken because of student thrests to sabotage the
Olymplc Games to be held im Mexico City im October. The announcement eaid that
the UHAM builldinge, which are public property, had heen seized and used illegally
since late July by students and non-students who were plemming anti-soeial and
possibly criminal activities. The amnoincement conticued that UNAM's autonomy was
viclated by student atrikers whe iaterfered in ite normal work, and troops wers
sent in to restora order. The federsl government has the constiturienal right and
duty of mainteining the general erder, whieh Includes domestdie mniversities, the
announcement declared. The seldlers who evacusted the U¥AM buildings fournd “helf
a room full" of propapganda, peme importad from Cuba and some with a Chinese
communiat slant. Posters on clasproom walls eriticized the Mexfcan Government and
ite leaders; inecluded wers pletures of Che Guevare and Mzo. A quantity of Molotow
cocktails mleo wan found. Students were marched cut of the buildings with thedr
handa in the air, escorted by poldiers. Soma were forced to 1ie prone, guarded k¥
armed soldiers.

8. (U During the period 19-24 September, student groups roamed Moxdco oiey,
aroused by the mdlitary occupation of UHAM. Thers ware meny clashea with police
and several with troops who remained on duty at Univarsity City and streets Lead-
ing to it. In at least ane clash, a student group momentarily beat back police
with stones, but Gradaderos (riot police) diepersod them. Tear gas was used by
polica in egeveral emcounters. Many students were arrested. The UNAM Tector issusd
a statement criticizing the action as an unwarranted, "excessive" vse of force,
Seeretary of Defense Garcia Barragen stated that the Army had no dnterest in
remaining in the- UNAM bufldings and that cher would be terned ever to univeraity
authorities as soon as requested by them and suthorized by presidential order. Has
seld the military weuld take over the buildings and groends of IPH inatsllations
"orly if warranted by circunstances™. On 19 September the military guard st the
American Embasay was withdrawn.

9. (U) In one clash beginning during the evening of 21 Sentember and lasting inkq
the éarly moreing hours of 22 September, police and riot police for a number of
hours were unable to subdue and disperse a growp of students im the Mexies Citw
area of Tlatelolco, near the Ministry of Poreign Belations. Molokow cocktails
hurled by students caused damages to an mpartmest building and ‘te the Foreign
Ministty iteelf. One Grenadero (riot paliceman) was killed, and estimates of the
mumber of imjured went Into the hundreds. Scattered gunfire was heord and students
roased the area, sefzing buses and painting signe on walls. At sbout 0140 hours,
Z1 September, about 500 soldiers led by a growp of tanks arrived om the scene,
The situstion wes largely under contrel and the troops patrolled the area. Irond-|
cally, an off-duty Army lieutesant, identified as Felix Denjamin Uriza Barron, was
charged with killipg the Granaders. The lieutenent elaimed the Granaderos abused
tis mother aad tried to arrest hor. According to press accounts, after the
encounter, theé lieutenant went to his home, changed fnto hie untfors, and gave him—
self up to police suthorities. The Distriect Attorney's office said 500 persens
had been arcested in the 21-22 September discrders. On 22 Septenber the AN
Reetor, Javier Barres Slerra, ancounced his resignation, citing werbal attacks
against him by leaders of the goverament Revolutionsry Party (PRI}, and the
possibiliey of "all kinds of preasure" apainet the University,

10. (U} Again during the ndght of 23-24 Seprember, the violence continusd in TR
arzas of Mexico City. Three Granaderos reportedly were Lilled fn Flames when
astudents fired what was described a2z a homemade bazooks from a school. At least
one student wes reported dead In the night's violence and an unknown oumber af
police, students and other Imjured. Over 40 buses were selzad by stedents o use
a5 barricades and over & dozen set afire, Pighting spresd cutside tha Pederal
Ddstrict and dnto Tlalnepantla Iin the State of Mexdeo on the city's northern edge.
Foliee Fought enipers firing from reoftope in the area of Vocational Sehool Mo 7
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| in Tlateloleo and there was considerable gunfire on the northiasters nide of the
elty around the vecationel sehsol at Ceses de Sanko Thomas. Additional finjuries
andfor denths were reported inm thiz lasc affray, HMolotdv escktails were thrown
2t police vehicles from reoftops. During 13 September, there was at lesst ooe
additional attack by gunfire on m preparatery school by unidentified punmen.
Early in the moraing of 24 September, Army units were reported patrolling in the
area of Zacatenco In the northeastern part of the ciey, and in eother troubled
aress In the clty"s center.

COMMENTS ¢

I Eatimates of the mumber of troopes wtilized in the 18 September occupation
of Univereity City went as high as 10,000. This figure {s beliayad wery high, and
better estinated probably would be about one-half thia figure. Units {nvolved
wore not publiely identified, but they are prosumed to ha dements of the Infantry
Drigade, augmented by some personnel of the Presidential Guards and Paratroop
Battalion. On 23 September 1948, Brig Gen Alenso Agulrre Rames, Chiof of the
Second Secticn, Secretariac of Yational Defonse, saild that press mccounts of up

to 10,000 troops used were "nuch too high" (but he did rot quote a figura). e
gaid that a Task Force organization had been used dgain, &ad apain was commanded
by Maj Gen Crisofore Mazenm Pineda, Comnander, The Infantry Trigade.

2. £ Press accounts said that Colonel Javier Vazquez Felix comanded the
battalion of troops used in the Tlatelolcn area durine the night of 21-22
septesber. Colonel Vazqua:z da 00 of the &34 Infantry Battalien with heedquarters
ot Toluca, State of Mexieo {part of the 22d Military Zone). This marked the firsp
known imvelvement of troops from outsice the fmmadinte Mexico City area and gives

an indication of the growing setdousness of the situarion.

. rﬂﬁ"" 4 Defense representarive said on 20 September that all Army units,
ineluding Rurales, from outstde the aras which had come Lo participate in the

16 September parade had departed for their home stations.

3. L& The ogzoupation of University City by soldiers signifies a now phase in
the Moxdean Goverrment's hardening attitude towards the students, Cries of
"violaticn" of the university’'s "automomy” are certain to increase; this was a
student-unifying factor after the dimorders in late July. It alse might fncrease
atudent support from outside Mexico City, not am imporcant facter thus far, and
there were rumblings of mtudent support feom Cuernavaca, Pusbla, Oaxacs and
inereased support From Monterrey where students contipmed thedr atrlke in support
of Mexdleco City area.

B () A eelection of newspaper photographs from Mexdco Ciey papars showing
Army personnel and wohfieles fovalwved in sctfons descrited in this report ia
attached.
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