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COUNTRY REPORTS ON HUMAN RIGHTS PRACTICES

INTRODUCTION
The following human rights reports are submitted
¥ pursuant to Section 116(d) (1) and Section 502B(b) of

the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, as amended.* As
called for by these Sections, these reports cover those
countries receiving economic assistance under Part I

of the Act or proposed as recipients of security assist-
ance. This is not a worldwide survey and does not
include reports on numerous countries with serious
human rights problems.

*Section 116 (d) (1) provides as follows:

"The Secretary of State shall transmit to the
Speaker of the House of Representatives and the
Committee on Foreign Relations of the Senate, by
January 31 of each year, a full and complete report
regarding --

*{1) the status of internationally recognized
human rights, within the meaning of subsection (a).
in countries that receive assistance under this
partse...”

Secdtion 502B(b) provides as follows:-

*"The Secretary of State shall transmit to the
Congress, as part of the presentation materials for
security assistance programs proposed for each fiscal
year, a full and cormplete report, prepared with the
assigtance of the Assistant Secretary for Human Rights
and Humanitarian Affairs, with respect to practlces

) rega:ding the observance of and respect for inter-
nationally recégnized human rights in-gach country
proposed as a recipient of security ‘assistance. In
determining whether a government falls ‘within the

. " -provisions of subsection (a) (3) and in ‘the prepara-

’ tion of any report or statement required under this
gection, consideration shall be given to --

vy

"{1) the relevant firdings cf appropriate
.intexrnational organizationg, including non-
governmental organizations, such as the International
Committee of the Red Cross; and

"(2) ‘the extent of cooperation by such govern—
ment in permitting an unimpeded investigation by
any such orgjanization of alleged violations of inter-
nationally :ecognized human rights.”®

(1)




MEXICQ

- 8 nce .he ¢close of the 1910 revolution, Mexico has ax-
perxnnced rapid economic and social development witn
political stability, though the high rate of economic

- growth has slowed since 1975. Although there are no

~sizable opposition partxes, the dominant Revolutionary
Institutional Party .(PRI) is a channel for considerable

' polltzﬂal participation and debate.” :

‘The’ Constxtutxon, laws and much of the pclitical dis-
. course: consxstently affirm or reflect social justice
. ‘and equalxty ‘as ' basic ideals of the Revolution. In-
; ‘dividual rights are generally respected in practice,
i Human rights vioclations have occurred, as noted
- below,. but are not condoned by the Government of
. Mexico 'as public policy. Also noted below are at-
tempts by the Government to reduce such violations.
‘Mexico has a“good human rights reccrd in international
atfairs, with traditional support for the persecuted
- of -other countr ies and with frequent participation : :
" in mul;xlateral approaches to human rights problems. :

i . 1. Respect for the Integrity ¢f the Person, Including
. Freedom from: )

>, fTorture

Government policy condemns the use of torture. BHcwaver,
~ . cases of psychological and physical police abuse are

reported. Such abuses are believed to occur most often
--——in_the per.od immediately following arrest, especially
" during interrogation. There are fewer instances of

such reports under the current administration,

Qg' Crual, iInhuman or Dogradxng Treatment or
a Punxshmeut ‘

fPondxtxons in mapy Mex ican Jaals are poor due to
overcrowdxng, p:xmxttve sanitary conditions and
inzdequate diet. The United States has .conducted
negotiations with Mexico with respect to jailed
american citizens, most of whom have been held on
drug charges. Repatriations under an agreement
to transier prisoners began in late 1977.

{184)




¢. Arbitrary Arrest or Imprisonment

Mexican citizens are guaranteed the right of
amparo, a Constitutional protection provided
against "coercive and abusive acts of author;ty.
Incidents of arbitrary arrest and imprisonment
occur most frequently in the area of criminal liaw.
Arbxtrary arrests and detentions of suspected sub-
versives have been charged on occasion.by civil .
rxghts groups and by the press. .While the evidence
is not conclusive, it gives rxse to .a reasonable
presumption that all legal guarantees may not have
been fully applied in some of those. cases. The .
Mexican Government’ has consxstently den;ed reports-
that it ‘holds: polxtxcal\prlsoners, and’in 1977 :
1nv1ted Amnesty Internatxonal to_vxsxt the : ountry...‘

d.j Denxal of Fa;r Publzc TtLal

Pair public trials are the norm. However, guaran-
tees like those in the U.S. to protect the rights of
prisoners during pre-arraignment interrogations

are not part of the Mexican system. 1In addition,
qualified legal counsel is expensive and often
unobtainable for criminal cases. It is widely be-
lieved that suspected terrorists have occasionally
been killed instead cf being brought to trial, and
there are occasional reports in the press of sus-
picious disappearances. But there is no conclusive
evidence of such human rights vioclations.

e. Invasion of the Home

There are indications that Mexican police on a few
occasions during 1977 have invaded the homes or
business places of suspects thhont appropriate
judicial orders. .

2;t_Govetnmental Polxcles Relatxng to’ the Fulfill-
© ‘ment.of Such Vital' Needs as. Pooo, Shelter, ’
Bealth Care and Educatxon

- -

The Echeverrna Adm;nxstratxon (1970-1976) expanded
government services affecting shelter, health care,
educacion and food. The degree to which these in-
creased services have reached the poorest 20% of
the population is difficult to detetrmine, but the
needs of the poor are still great. Because of the




high population growth rate, the rapid increase

in spending for social services has not ensured ap
increase in per capita benefits. Fufthermcre,

the poorest segments of Mexico's population are
those living in remote rural areas where -social
services are minimal. The Lopez Portillo Govern-
ment's 1978 budget reflects concern about un-
employment and skewed income dlstrxbutxon pro-
blems.

Altnough specific cases and magnxtudes are dlf-
ficult to document, the belief is widespread
* that corruptxon in Mexico diverts significant
‘résources from ‘the poor. 'The. Lspez: Portillo

Gove‘nment is- prosecutlng several -cases of L L

.past. government ‘corruption and “the Presxdent
-has spoken openly of: the need to combat corrup= -
‘tion:as: a serious $ocial prebiem. - -

3. Respect for Civil and Political Liberties,
Including:

a. Preedom of Thought, Speech, Press.
Religion, and Assembly

Preedom of speech and freedom of the press are
respected in Mexico. Limited only by a media
tradition of avoiding direct ¢rinicism of an
incumbent President, Mexicans openly complain
about the government and can read any auvthor.

A wide range of ideas is found in the media and
intellectual circles. There are no restrictions

on the practice of religion. There are restrictions
on church ownersth of property and political par-
ticipation by the clergy is prohibited by the
Constitution. There are few restrictions an
freedom of assembly. for exampie, demonstrations
and marches requzre petmxts, whlch normally are
g:anted. . C . L e

b. Freedom of Movement thnxn the Cou“try,
’ Forezgn Travel and megratxon :

Merzcan thLzens may travel anywhe'e and emigrate
freely.

c. Preedom to Part: cipate in theé Polxtxcal
Process
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A notable feature of the electoral process is

that the Mexican political system is dominated

by one party. Within the ruling political

party and the government, however, there is

give and take, wids ideological variation,

and serious concern for the economic and social

3 needs of the country. Several minority parties
are active. 1Individual citizens are free
to join the PRI or the minority parties and to
participate in their activities. Congress has
recently approved prcposals which facilitate the
registration of additional parties and provide for

. broadened representation of opposition parties in

- the lower-houses :- o iyv LA -

4. Governwent Attitude .and Record’ Regarding.
- *7 . Intérnational. ‘ard ‘Non-Governmental .Investi-
‘gation of Alleged Violations of Human Rights

Mexico has a.gcod international human rights
record, and has traditionally welcomed the per-
secuted of other countries and supported muiti-
lateral approaches to human rights problenms.
Mexico has been generally cooperative with in-
ternational ‘human ‘rights groups. Mexico's :
Poreign Secretary informed the 1977 OAS General
Assembly that the Inter-Amer ican Human Rights
Commission would be welcome to visit Mexico.
Mexican officials also expressed willingness

to receive representatives of Amnesty Interna-
tional. '

’

The Amnesty International Report 1977 discussed
uman rights violations in Mexicu at so.@ length.
Amnesty believes there may still be as many as
100 to 200 political prisoners, there, though the
Mexican Government has presented evidence that
the prisoners in question are charged with or
convicted of common crimes. The 1377 Report
stated .that .some of the recommendations made
by Amnesty . in 1976 had ‘been implementéd by. the
Mexican authoritiés (e.g., the release of. prisoners
‘detained for 'long periods without ‘trial), but that
other preblems, suc) as use of torture by federal
and state personnel to extract confessions, still
cause concern.




