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HUMAN RIGHTS: THE KEY TO OUR RELATIONS B,J¢;f

I. STATEMENT OF PROELEM

. : . "

The human rights situation in Argentina bedevils
our relations, with the possibility that we may socn have
+o treat Argentina like Chile-or. Uruguay. The GOA refuses
to acknowledce the names of fhousands of political prison—
ers under detention; disappearances, prolonged periods of
incommunication, intimidation of lawyers, instances of
anti-Sermitism, and the harassment of foreign refugeass are
undeniable. Summary.executions of prisoners were reported

as recently as early 1377; torture has been b:u;a;, wide-
pread and generally unpunished.

Tarlier, the Argentirey raceived mixed cignals from
w3 on human rights, in effect giving the GOA the inprzssion
that iz had czrie blancha to rursue terrorism. Rep2ated
sepresesntetions on penaii of humar rights were, thareiore,
ro= Taken very seriousliv. I4 i3 irporzzat to persuade the
30A that the USG is serious 1t such riohts - and tiavre
~us* ha cooperation from LOD znd CIA, . ' S
TI., - TNRETIN GQOUVZINMENT POSITICON

The CGO0A will declarz that it irnherited a tarrisie
wroplzm, 2nd that it is dealing with terreorists who have
no rasnect whatever for human righits. Scme oificials wili
Guny Slatly that serious 2buses ars occurring., .The GOA
T2y 2l3o zolnt out that Lt 1s s=22king Lo guarant=2 the |
BWaman Tights of all Argseniines, that priscner detentions
and releasa2s are now 22ing acknowledged, that tne ITRC T
izad Crass) is visiting nrisons, that thera iz ¢coopera-
Tion with the UNHCR con refuge=s, ami that gulet steps
nav2 ba=n taken to corract abuses due to the loose decen-
tralizaticn of countariarrcrism. -
IIL. CUR 205I7INN

We Zully azcedt the premisze that the GO0A interites
Zn impessible situntica in March 19745.. Even the Peronist
Paxliament and unicns s5tood asife to permit the military .
Lo J0 their jeb. MNow, fully a vear later, the militavy -
rnave l;ggel" accompiisned their security goals but are
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not moving appreciably to restore legal forms and
political peace. On the contrary, they are polarizing
society. : :

IV.' SUGGESTEB TALKING POINTS

‘The United States recognlzes that Argentina has
been uhe victim of a brutal terrorist onslaught seeking
to destroy society. - -

"= The first major vietory of the terrorists prob-
ly caime when the legal system found itsel¥® unable tc
cope with the situation due to the intimidation of judges.
- - Tha terrorists scored another major victory when
Argentina's political institutions failed to produce
leadership and the militarw took cover to avert aconomic
and pOlltlcal chaos.

- Aft2r a y=2ar in power, the Argsniine govarnment
has made as*onishing progress, breaking the 2ack of ter- .
rorism and salvaging the economy. ’

- We f=2ar, however, that terrorism is on ths verge
of two further victories:
(l) The Arg=antine military appear split betwean so-
lled hardiinars and modarates. The terrovists seek a
d 'ne victory 30 that Argentins society may be splix

- We want the Argentins: covernment .to succeazd be-
cause Western valuszs are a2t stake and Argéntina's
oandling of the situation will have 2 lasting eff=zt on -
the hermisphere.
- We think it essential for the Argentine govern-
ment to wage the peacs or risk losing thz war, The
govarnmant should reco gnize its unguesticned strength
and bezgin to gamble dramatically on the s3ide of peace,

with the help of the citizenry. : - o




~ The impression must be corrected that the
Argentine government is not in full control and .must
oo

rasort to mysterious right wing forces amd unexplained
disappearances to root out terrorism.

- %We strongly urge the acknowledgment of all
priscners under detention, the restoration of due
_ procesa,- and the punishment of all excesses. Perhaps
] the "right of option"” which_allows- -Argentine citizens
to leave the country rather than being held without
chargz3s might ke restored. "

-

- In sum, we are anxious to see the Argentins
overnment reflact the values most Arcentines and the
T2starn world snhare.
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