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The Department W111 have noted the "Periscope" report in Newsweek for 3 er 9
ontltlcd Mew; Sof't Spot! Hiniwhich it 1s. asserted that the Communists.sre now shifTing
thedr abtention to Buwaitland that a Kuwait union organizer by the name of "Ashra
Kamel¥"- attended ahrecent ﬁFTU conference in Vienna. Lo
e ! !ir ‘ :
£n despatch 60|referred o above, the Consulate had reported fully on its know~
ledge of Commnist activity in Kuwait, and since then it has of course been thor?ughly
alive to the. p0531b1113yfof¢00mmunlsm in Kuwait. The Comsulate has no knowledgaiof
any changes in bhe Situatlon which would alter its estimate of August 25, 1953. {How-
over, as a; resulb of ' the: Newaweek report, the Consulate.immediately requested of clals*
of the Politlcal ﬁgepcy,,the Kuwait 0il Company, the American. Independent 0il ‘Company {
a8 well as-its var¢ous other conbacts in Kuwait for any information they might have -~
recontly acqulrcq on Communlst activity in this cowntry. The Newgweek report was LY
Swec:lflcally ment»loned in; thls connection, and the Consulate specifically requested any%
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b gvailable’ 1nform£tlon on‘the identity of "Ashra Kamel". As of this date, the
Conqulate‘s varied C'ourczes:aIL]. agree that.unless "Ashra Kamel" cgn be identified as a

T
‘pgeudonym.- forISOﬁe o¥herﬂnerson in Kywait, there seems to be no evidence of increased

Gommunls% actxvmty in Kawailt ~ o for that matter of any Communist activity at all in
the:’ country ‘; F&f ‘pf”
{"1=”! Thet011 comﬂanj offlélals, the Agency, various individuals in Kuwalt State, and E
. other conﬁacbs ;0f the Consulate have been mwable.wp to now to confirm that anyone . +:f
; from Kuyait has beenarecently in Vienna, or that there are any "union organizers" in e
"thig country. s "Tn 1ts own contacts the Cgnsulate has found two possible leads whlch
, are stlllrbelng ﬁol1owed.0100@ly, and it will immediately inform the Department if a9

; Lho e lewds are producﬁlve. However, it is extremely unlikely that even if one of Ol

Lheae persons was in! Vlenna his presence in Kuwait or Vienna is significant enough to ”'FN:
havd warranted.the emphasms dn the Newgweek article, '
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| Tk 1heJGeneralllenager*of the Kuwait Oil Company and & British official in the Kuwait.
Government have! OInted ouﬁ[ﬁhe 51m11ar1ty between the Neusweek report and a Soviet
broadcast chkedgup by a monwtorlng ‘Hervice (not identified) two to three weeks 8gO. - .y
The -Koc Geheral Ranaper in.fact stated to the drafting officer that it would appéar ° e
thab Newsweek had Drlnted'the Soviet radio report without examining it and from it alone 5}
lhad eatabllshed th%t S "new soft spot" exists in Kuwsit. He did not scout the possi- §F.
Ei?lty‘that Someonc mlght have "represented" Kuwait at a WFTU conference, but he

seemed ‘Lo resentqthe‘dlstortvons vhich would be inevitable in the casual rea§§r's [ lj'r :
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';4J_The“New sweel aéb&cle gven 1f it proves to have had no foundation in fact may
haveadone.some dmmediate good 80 'far ag Kuwait is concernéd in that the Director
=,.of Publtc Securlty.ap ezrs to have been enough frightened by the article (which
“WAS tranulatcd to hlm %0 have decided he will accept long-standing British adv1ce
should have a British security expert to set up an anti-subversives
W,department i Publlc Security. The Consulate is hopeful that the Director of |

‘.Puﬁllc Securlty‘s agreemenﬁ for this adviser will soon be formally obtained.

A

cooperatlvé'Brlblshﬁadv1ser would be an.invaluable contact man for the Consulate
forrexchan%e of 1nformatlon and would also be important in the prevembion of the

KuWalt l

.¢development o?,subver51ve activity of any gort in

I
lJ

Horrison M.,
American Consul

pleé eV

'\:Y Ms

E 'Department

vt

London | : .

Arab capitals | . . .
Dhahran - :

Aden :

Basra

\ LN ’ | t "‘ N
SECURGA %ﬂi@%ﬁﬂtfom : . B

4

Lte it e s et e e
;

AL

.
ce ¥

54

.




