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I refer to the long-pending question of VOA broa.
As you will recsll

~» W& recently solicited the views o
posts on this issue and it was the general reaction that the programs
might be advantageous if carefully planned, The strong adverse reaghiem——
from Ankara (telegram No. 212 of September 4)

deagts in Kurdish,
f various interested

is, however, regarded ag ? & :é;"
an over-riding consideration and confirms the position previously takbnt 5 0
by GIT that the Turlcish Government would object firmly to U. S, publilt E o
spongorship,of a Kurdish program, 2
£l
' {0
It was not anticipated, of courge, that a direct approach would be o
made to the foreign sovernments in connection with the question. Sinee -
the Enbagsy at.dnkars did, neverthelegs, +take the matter up with the 5
Turldish Poreign Office ang since the latber hes left no doubt as to itg <
opposition to such a program, its initiation at any time in the near &
future would be detrimental to our relations with Turkey. The serious- .
ness with which the Turkish Government views this question has been o
émpha.sized by the call on me recently of the Counselor of the Turkish E
Embassy who, upon instructions from his Govermment, elaborated on and ®
emphasized the Foreign Office views set forth in the reference telegram, -
. : s
In view of the above, it ig suggested that you may wish to inforin =
IBD that NFA cannot give its approval to the inauguration of Kurdish
broadeasts, although further consideration might be given to methods of Gi
appropriately utilizing Tragi and Iranian broadcasting services to reach —
the Kurds in those countrioes. éﬁE}//’ -
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