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SUBJECT : SVERDLOVSK -- VISIT 10 WASHINGTON OF
PROFESSOR MESELSON

REF: _(A) STATE 267418; (B) MOSCOW 14971; (C) GENEVA 8150
1. SECRET - ENTIRE TEXT, ,

2. ON SEPTEMBER 12, HARVARD BIOCHEMISTRY PROFESSOR
MATTHEW MESELSON MEY WITH STATE, ACOA. DOO. AND GIA

THE 1979 SVERDLOVSK INCIDENT.
3. MESELSON'S PRESENTATION WAS ESSENTIALLY ALONG : INES
QF HIS READOUT TO EMBASSY MOSCOW CREF 8). HE INDICATED
THAT HE PERSONALLY HAD DOUBTS AS 10 THE THORGUGHNESS OF
THE 1980 US STUDY ON THE INCIDENT, BUT ADDED THAT HE FELT
THE SOVIETS HAD NOT PROVIDED A SATISFACTORY EXPLANATION
FOR THE INCIDENT EITHER. THE ACCOUNT GIVEN HIM IN
MOSCOW, HE_SAID, SEEMED TQ HANG TOGETHER. NOW, IT IS
IHPORTANT THAT POLLOW-UP EFFORTS SEEK TO'DETERMIAE i
WHETHER IT IS IN FACT TRUE. 'TO THIS END, MESELSON SAID,
HE IS PUTTING TOGETHER A TEAM OF EXPERTS TO RETURN Y0
HOSCOW FOR FURTHER DISCUSSION, PERHAPS IN OCTOBER: HE
2A30 HE_WOULD NOT ACCOMPANY THE FOLLON-UP TEAM, WIICH. HE
LUDE THE MQST QUALIFIED PEQPLE,
IF _POSSIBLE, MESELSON ALSO HAS
ACIALS TQ VISIT US 10 DISCUSS BOTH

INVITED SOVIET MOH OFF 0
SVEROLOVSIC AND OTHER SCIENTIFIC PROBLEMS SUCH AS T0XIC
SHOCK SYNDRONE,
4. COMMENT. IN BRIEF DISCUSSION FOLLOWING MESELSON'S
PRESENTATION, IT BECAME APPARENT THAT HE_HAD NOT PURSUED
-TOUGH QUESTIONS WITH HIS SOVIET HOSTS, INTERAGENCY REPS
UNDERSCORED OUR_CONTINUING UNSATISFIED QUESTIONS AND
CONCERNS AND NOTED THAT TIMING"OF SOVIET INVITATION 10
MESELSON APPEARED TACTICALLY %fL%JE%‘JO BWC REVCON,
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