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1+ SECRET « ENTIRE TEXT,

2. EMBASSY SHOULD SEER AN EAALY OPPORTUNITY TO CONVEY THE
FOLLO®ING POIHTS TO KOVPLEKTUVY OR ANOTHER MFA OFFICIAL AT
A COMPARABLE LEVELs POINTS SKOULD ALSU BE PROVIDED IN THE

FORM OF A NON=PAPER,

A. ®E HAVE STUDJED THE RESPONSE OF MARCH 20 8Y THE
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS TO THE UNITED STATES’ REOQUEST
FOR JNFORMATION REGARDING THE OUTBREAK OF ANTHRAX [N THE
AREA OF SVERDLOVSK 1N MARCH=APRIL 1979,

8 WE WELCOME THE INFORMATION YOU PROVICED REGARDING THE
INCIDENT, HOXEVERs YOU witl APPRECIATE THAT DN MATTERS OF -
SUCH COMPLEXITYy 1T IS DIFFICULY FOR US YO ACGULIRE A
SUFEICIENTLY PULL AND CONFIDENT UNDERSTANDINGUF THE
SITUATION ®ITHOUT A SUBSTANTIALLY GREATER EXCHANBEOF
INFORMATION, FOR EXAMPLEy REPORTS AVAILABLE TO US INDICATE
A PROLOHGED OUTBREAK OF PULMONARY ANTHRAX IN SYERDLOVSK
INVOLVING LARGE NUMBEARS OF FATALITIES. BASED UN OUR
EXPERIENCEs WE wOULD EXPECT AN QUTBREAK OF ANTHRAX REw
SULTING FRDM CONTAMINATED MEAT TO HAVE BEEN (QF RELATIVELY
SHORT DURATION AND TO HAVE RESULTED IN UNLY A SHALL NUMBER

UOF FATALITIES,

C. WE BELIEVE 1T 15 ESSENTJAL FDR QUR _TWD GOVERNMENTS

TC MAKE PROMPT AND DETERMINED EFFORTS TD ARRIVE AT A
MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING OF THIS HATTER. ARTICLE V OF THE
BIOLOGICAL WEAPONS COMVENTION: THE IMPORTANCE OF wHICH
wAS RECENTLY REAFFIRMED AT THE CONVENTION'S REVIE® CON-
FERENCEs REOUIRES CONSULTATION AND COUCERATIUK HBETWEEN
PARTIES IN ORDER YO REDUCE UNCERTAINTIES AND ALLAY CON=
CERNS THAT MIGHT ARISE, AS DEPOSITARY GQVERNMENTSy THE
SOVIET UNION AND THE UNITED STATES BEAR A SPECIAL RESPON=-
SIBILITY FOR ENSURING THE EFFECTIVE OPERATIUN OF THE
CONVENTION’S CONSULTATIVE PROCEODURES: AS THE TwO LEADING
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PARTICIPANTS IN INTERNATIOHAL ARKS CUNTROL EFFURTS, wE .
HAVE AN ADDITIONAL AND IMPORTANT RESPONSUSILITY YO DEMON=
STHATE OUR READINESS TO WORK TOGETHER CONSTRUCTIVELY TO
PROMOTE THE VIABILITY DF EXISTING AGHEEMENTS.

Ve “E BELIEVE THE MOST EFFECTIVE MEANS OF CLARIFYING

THE SITUAT]ION==AND THEREHY MEETING OUR MUTUAL OBLIGAT]IONS

UNDER AKTICLE V QOF THE HWC=mwQULD BE TO HOLD CONFIDENTIAL

DISCUSSIUNS INVOLVING SUVIET aAND AMERICAN MEDICALY PRHLIC

HEALTH AND VETERINARY SPECIALISTS., WE BELIEVE THE

SPECIALLISTS SHOULEG MEET AS S0UN A5 POSSIHLEy PREFERABL Y

XITHIN THE NEXT FE® WEEKS, ®E wWUULD BE PREPARED TQ HOLD a
THE DISCUSSIONS [N ThE SOVIET UNION OR SOME UOTHER MUTUALLY

ACCEPTABLE LOCATICON, .

Ee IN PROPOSING THAT SPECIALISYS FROM HOTH SIDES MEET

COFIDENTIALLY TO DISCUSS5 THE SVERDLOVSK SITUATION, WE

ARE MINDFUL THAT, In THE CONTEXT OF SALTs US AND SOVIET

EXPEATS HAVE REEN ABLE TO RESOLVE TREATY IMPLEMENTATION

QUESTIONS OF GREAT COMPLEXITY AND SENSITIVITY IN A

MUTUALLY SATISFACTORY MANNER, wHILE NO FORMAL CONSULTAw

TIVE MELHANISHM EXISTS FOR THE Bw CONVENTIONs WE HOPE THA1 '
THE AD HOC DISCUSSIONS wE AKE PROLOSING WOULD ENABLE us

TO DEAL WITH THE PRESENT SITUATION IN AN EQUALLY SAT]Sw

FACTORY FASHION,

Fa IN REFERENCE TO THE LAST PARAGRAPK OF THE FUREIGN
MINISTRY’S RESPONSEs wE CANNOT ACCERT THE IMPLICATION THAT
Ye5. EFFORTS ARE DIHECTED TOWARD COMPLICATING THE SITUA=
TION AND ®EAKENING INTERNATIUNAL AGREEMENTSONDISARMAMENT.,
OUR KOTIVATION IS PRECISELY THE OPPOSITEw=TU RESOLVE THE

CURRENT SITUATION AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE AND TO STRENGTH=
EN THDSE AGREEMENTS BY RESTORING CONFIDENCE IN THEIR
EFFECTIVE IMPLEMENTATION,

Jo FY1l, SITE OF INITYIAL DISCUS5S51C0ns REFERRED TO IN
PARA 20 ABUVEs SHOULD NOT PREJUDGE PUSSIBILITY OF Ue S,
SEEKING YO VISIT SVERDLUVSK AS PART GF INVESTIGATIVE
PRUCESS IF NECESSARY, END FY!, VANCE

R R A e L

VRN e S el

-

A e
AR A,

END OF MESSAGE SECRET



