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CONFIDENTIAL 

PERSIA .. 
~ "l to~k 'an opport~mty yes:t.§rday, ev~ni:~g ·ot. ~ipdirlg .out what ' · 

Mis.s L~bton thought ·about ·the pr.~sent·~ P,P ... si~t:1:,Q:Q~·~n _y.e·.~·sia.. She· 
is, as - yo~ know, no~ lecturer in P.ersian 8\ ~her So~o~l .of Oriental 
studies and, as such, in close t.oU;ch w1 th .. Per~sf@n·sr ,f:n· .this country. 
For moe~ ot the WaF .sho was P,res$· ~ttachf at o~r .EmbassY. i~ Tehran 
and, both before and at.ter then;,. has ..,.spent ... long ~Per.iods fin . Persia 
and probably knows the '-angQ~e f!ttd men.tality ot ~lt·s. peQpTc:t'. better 
than an~one else in this .c.ouqtry~ · .r ... - .... 

Miss ~~to~. JYho· kno!.s Mr:. ""'ous.sadek., .. '""but· ._J;l~t ·r.eal:J;y·-well1, .. • ·T 

is .ot :the decided qpinion that ~t is D9.t po·ssi15le ·to ·do~ b:lisine·es 
with him. She thel'etore 'tUnks that it is right to malt~ no con- : 
cess-ions .to the present ·prime Minis1;er accept· to the ni1ninnim extent 
needed to maintain some degree of ~ord~r in SQut~ern Persia, if this 
is possible. J • 

Miss Lambton· suggested· that · H·.M·~· .sh~.!!~~, abou:t_.. a m<?,n.!i.~ ~go,­
have quietly at rengthen.ed up thei·r Publfc .Re[ati"ons side ~in !J!etii!an 
with a view by covert me~s - ~ · - ~-

(a) 

(b) 

, 
to un4e~-mine the position of Mr. M~ussadek~ ·&nd 

. . 
to give encouragelllftDt to ~he su]:).stantial boq ot 
·per,sian fr.i.ends~ we- st·ill have- who are unllltel.Y to 
show t}lei;r ... ; ra.e.ea .nd risk being called t :raitors 
without· some ·support • ~ . . . 

.-
Miss Lambton feels that without .a campaign on the apov~ i~ne~ 

it is not possible to create· the sort of e.lima'te in Tehral) wllich 1 -

is necessary to ohange the r6g~me. 

More specifica·l ·ly, .and prQbablY,. because ·this is wha·t is being 
said by Persians in· Lond9~, Miss L~bton ~hinks that the s~rt o~ 
delusion which should be corrected by sui~able action o,n tlie, a~ove 
lines is that even it all Ang~o-Iranian st,r~ ~eaves ~e~sta. a~d 

. .. 

the Persians are not able .to sell .mare J;:Qan, .say_, five· or1 ·t.en·. .... 
million tons ot 'oil a ye·ar instead of ,3.0 Jlli:):l:~o~ ·:ton's a~f!' e,.t P~~e·eent , 
the7 will be bet.ter ·ott than tliey- a~e DOW' if' t ·bey ge;t ~he b ·ll. 
vast profit on the smaller quantity.- ,.. .r .. ,.. 

I asked Mi.ss Lambton whether · she :had ... any· ~r·~~~~·. SJlg_~~·a:tions "'I 

as to how the sottt ot ·campai~ she' .had ~ . mind mtght· JJ!' c~onduct·e.d:. - · 
She · sai~ that the ideal- man to do i't would be Dr:. zaehDer.~ a 
British sub~ect of SWiSS origin who ts DOW .. leet!ll'er iJl Pe'r.·atp 

~ in oxford, attached to Christchurch. Dr.zaehnel' was appar~eptly 
l extremely successful in covert- propaganda in 1944 at t~e tim~. 

that there was a serious threat that the ltussi'ans. we.uld t ·ak.e' Q.~~r 
Azerbaij~. He knows alm9st .ever~qne .wh~ •tters :.t;,n T!t)l~.8D ·and .. 
is a man ot great subtlety. The· line· then·· was,, ot oour se, 'to 
mobilise public opinion from th!'· bazaa'rEi· upwa-r.dsr about ·the dangers 
ot Russian penetration. 

Although, a$ I previously knew, Miss Lambton has tboug~t for 
years that the Anglo-Iranian attit~de· in ~e~s~~has been, to say 
the least ot· 1t, unimaginative, . sh~ asc~i~e~· the present crisis 
to the ·complete tailure ot suc~~s-iv~ Per.stan .gpvernments t9 ~. . . 
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administe~~ onal finances, properl~ and ~o · raise· the standard 
of living·. T~e· Anglo-Ir.ani"J:r· ·are"""·~~e·ref.or.e the 1soape-go~ts and·' 
have 'been'· all" eas~ ·pre~ 10Wiilg· t ·o "the:tr· c·omple·t~ ·t .ailure .. to.r~ke· their 

~ ~ • " ' .. .. * .., • 

own achie;ve~nts· kno:wn~ :.in .. Pe·rs~'-'\ · . . ' 

Miss Lmnbton is .we;:ll;.-awa~e · bf ,the .. 4-anger~ :tJra;t Jd.,l' ·~ MQQ,ss~'dek ·might 
.be followed ~by som~one ~•9.1!Se~,. ~l!,t. sl:le th,i p]ts ~ba't ~ ,go9d:· deal: can-b~ 
done now ·and has •bee~- done ·in t~ past:,.- to in~l~en~e t·h~ choice o-r . the 
successol.'. In her Qpinion, tb.e best .. -~n would; be Mr. Zia. ·.He-· 1:~ 
of course, .l'egarded as pro-Bri'tish bu't· .in· tac·t . .he is pro-·Pe·rsian whilst 
being tl'iendly to us. ·I~ h~· ret.used, she 'thinks.:the next be·st man 
would be Mr. Qavam·,- ·provided' that· Mr. ·Zia was a membe·l' · ~~his gpvel'n­
ment; or again' f'ai:lin·g 'Mr : 'Qavam, .Mr· •. ·Sbhe1!ly, ~er~~ian Ambal(sa~or 
in London :al'though he7 .wou·ld: certainly .~ot be·.kee'n., ·and .could 11o:t. be 
expected to do ,more• than ·set up '8. 'pr.d .. vtsional!....,.gov~·~l'rt. 

~- ~~ 

conclusion . 
.... 

~' ... 
I •have no doubt that ~ou -lia:ve al~eaCiy -given :thought to . tJlf:t . ~ -

strengthening of the _P;tiblYc ieiatiql!s· s tiff 'iii Teh~an~,~~ang.t~t·o :t]ie• _ ·\ 
sort ot things· sugge~ted bY. .M.is~ Lamb~ on. ·I am. ;tn:c;lined: ~to thinlt ~ 
that in spite ot .the well-known views ·o~ :t~ Americ~PBi ·.o.n: ma:.t~t&~s ~ 
ot this kind, when it ~comes -to other •CQUDttties an~ .net . . 'theJpae-l.y~s, 
the sugg~stion of sending Dr. ZaehDer to ·Tehttan i~ wo~thy of con-
sideration. 

I attach a spare copy ot this in case you c~r~to e&nd- it to 
Sir F. Shepherd. 

: l 
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Ml'. Bowker. 
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