Wyden, Udall Statement on Reports of Compliance Violations
Made Under NSA Collection Programs

Friday, August 18, 2013

Washiingtan, D.C. — U.5, Senators Ron Wyden {D-Ore.) and Mark Udall {D-Calo.) lssued the following statement regarding
reparts that the NSA has viclated rules intended 1o protect Americans' privacy thousands of times each year. Wyden and Udal
are both members of the Senate inteligence Commities.

“The exscutive branch has now confirmed that the rules, regulations and court-imposed standards for protecting
the privacy of Americans’ have besn viclated thousands of times sach year. We have previously sald that the
violatons of thess laws and rules were more serious than had been acknowledged, and we bellove Americans
should know that this confirmation Is Just the tp of a larger lceberg.

While Bsnate rules prohibit us from confirming or denying some of the detalls In today's press reporis, the
American people have a right to know more detalis about of these viclations. We hope that the executive branch
will take steps to publicly provide more Information as part of the honest, public debate of survelliance
authoritdes that the Administration has sald It Is Interested In having.

In particular, ws bslisve the public dessrves to knmow more about the viclations of the secret court orders that
have authorized the bulk collection of Americans’ phone and emall records under the USA PATRIOT Act. The
public should alsao be told more about why the Forsign Intslligence Survelllancs Court has sald that the executive
branch's Implementation of section 702 of the Forelgn intelligence Survelliance Act has circumvented the spirit of
the law, particularly since the sxecutive branch has deciined to address this caoncern.

Ws appreciate the candor of the Chief Judge of the Foreign Intelligencs Survelliance Court regarding the Court's
Inabillity to Independently verify staternents made by the sxecutive branch. We belleve that the Court |5 not
currently structured In a way that makes It an offective check on the power of the executive branch. This
highlights the need for a robust and well-staffed public advecate who could participate In significant cases before
the Court and evaluate and counter government assertions. Without such an advocate on the court, and without
greater transparency regarding the Court's rulings, the checks and balances on executlve branch authority
enshrined In the Constitution cannot bs edequately upheld.”
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