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Remarks by the President in. a Press Conferenee 

THE PRESIDENT; Good al!»m_,, ~~~- Pla!IOO haw,. :mal 

Owr the p&!l ftlw WMk-. l'w llalln ltll~lng about what I oonew $hollld oo our numl>ef-(Jfitl priOrity ae a caunlry­
bU,IIdlng a better OOfVSln 1\lf li'M! middle cia$ .111\d for .Amctl'ic&na who wa!\1 to v.or1\ ti'!t!it way Into ll1<l middle clll$$, A! 

tha ~ tlrrnt, I'm tecuood on my llUil'lller-on• fl!!!lpon!llbiii\Y as CO!MIIIl1dlilr·iii-Chlef, Qnd tnar'!! i«<81>1ng the 

Am..tat~ people~. An<l In moont dillY•· we'W beBn tt~mlnded OflC<ll!IQBin about 11m ltlrea(l; to our nadon. 

Aa 1 8Bid 111 tho Nlrtional Oeful*! fJn11181'91ty bad< tn May, In moootillg !!lose threats W& tJaw Ill sll'lka 11m !igl>t 

ba~ 00- pteloollnlJ our .. l,llltlty and preMI'IIitlg our fmec~Qrna. And as Jlllrl Ulllll!l ~IU>Cing, I called far a 
mlliew Ul our .. .,....,;aance Jli'OII"'fllli· Unf0111l11Bte~. 1111tmr ltlan 1111 Qll!tltly and lawful process to dcbal& llleee I&IIWO& 
11nd eom& Ill! with ~ ~. Mpe~~tad leakS or CIB&&IIIad ~lion have lni6lltad tne d~ ina very 

palllllon!lll>, b4t !il>t alWays fUlly lnl\:>mU!od way. 

Now, lo!l&p In mind hit :~~s a 8elllll0r, I vxpre- a/lellllhy s;i:tlptldsm Bbout lil- p!'OQfllm$. ll,!1tl aa Prneldent. I'll& 
lllkon ttopa\o make .Ufll they ~ 81ro!lll CM~I'llight lly lllllilrM btanctles ot uovcmment and cl9~~r ~UMiato 
prewnt abulJCO ..,tl pmtect lila liohl$ Of t.IWl Ameliam pt!opl&. But alwn the hlatory ot abws:e by govttmlllllnt;, it's 

tight to ask questi~J!l* about JIUM!Iftiii'IC4!- pat!lcutsliy as lachnology Ia re&tfl!ping awry aspect of our llvea. 

I'm 8180 mindful ot how U!eooi&WU83- .ne-D owrneas, beo<:;ause Am9r1can leademhlp aroon<l tha WOl'ld depend$ 
upon 111e exampr. of AMIII1CIIfl OOITIOOiiiCJ 11111 Amer1cen oponnaaa- bealusell'lhat mek&& us ~from olhllr 
oounb11!f11B not11lmp{y our ability to &aCI.IflJ QW nAtion, lt'allle Wf11YWO do M ~ W1ll1 ~n deb!sl<l and democnotlc 

pl'tl0088. 

Tn O!ller ~s. it'a not ooougiJ.ftlr m•, "'* President, to haw c:Drtfid&nce In lfles~ programs.. Tha AmBn"'" p~~<~ple 
need tu haw oonll<l&l\D!lln lllem n wen. And tliiii'B Why, over the ll&t ftlW weeks, l'\1'; CJDI\!Iulled members of 
coooress Who come !It tl'lla ieue 1l'om many d~\ parapecows. l'w 111sk&d tha P11wcv and Civillioorttaa 

0111Jf'lliQI'II Board to ~ wn.,. Ollt ooul'!lel18mlrl5m lffi:Jrt$ and our valll3$ come into tans!on, and I dlrac~M my 
nalkmllf JAKll.ltily taam to IJe mora 1111n'J~ral'l( and to pumue rafomls of out I&Wa and pfl!dices. 

And iiO, today, I'd Ilk~ to dl!IIJU" fOw' llpi!Cillc &tepa- not aft inc;lua!Va, but soms tll9d6c st..palhat we're golnuto 

ba 11$:1ng vtlry llhorlly to mow 'lhe doballl fonlwmd. 

Ffrll. I wiN wot!( W1ll1 COngr&Sfl.lll P!nUO IIPJWP'IIIIfl reforms Ill Section 215 of the PIIIOOI M - l!le prog1711m 11\Bt 
collttQts tm!<ll>hol'l8 raeolllfl. All l'w said, thle Pf11101171111'1 is an important toot In our .,!for~ to dl&l\lpl tarroi!B! plots. And it 
does not •flaw the govemment to !laflin tu eny ph<K~e .::ails wttl\out B WBITllnl. But given me scale Ultllle proaram,l 

unden~!Jind the r::onCilll'la of tllo8s WllO would wooy thllt it could be BUbJsct to abuse. So &lft..r havif\9 a dialogUe wilt! 
members ot Con~$$ll,!1tl cMI Hl'lettatlllne, lllell!IV!I thai thllnl 11111 ~ we can take tu gfw lila ~oan people 
lllf<litiOMl eonlklence thallhore aralllldillo!UII Ufeglllll'llfl against abu99. 

For Instance, we can fllke •• to P\ltln pl•oe greater OWN!Ight, gre!lll>r 1111n&p~MC~oq, aM conatrain!ll on me u&e 
Of this alllllo111y. So I look fOIWBitlto WO!ldng with Co"'JJ'"" to meet !hoM Olljealws. 

Second, I'll worio; with Con~"' to i1'!11rtnlfl the pullllc's oonndsm::e In the own;igh' conducted lly me Foreign 
Intelligence Sul'\ll!llldnce Cowt, knQWTI '" !he FISC. Tha F'ISC >1188 CNE~~ad by Con~ to provide judicial r&vlflw Of 
ceftliln Intelligence ecUIIIUe& $0 tha\ It fedllf'll judge mll!li find ltlllt our edlons &111 con$ls- with the Canslilutiol'l. 

Hew&119r, to bUDd grelller ron1'1a.nce, llhink- should <XlllSider som& aadlllonel Ch11f11!&5 to the FISC. 

One or the COII081T1B th!ll peopht ni114115 fhat 41 )Wgo revi<Mring a requ&at from !he gowmm•mt tu condu<;;t 

p!'OQfllmm/ltto ~llanoa onty ham one aide r1f lila story - moy tilt h too fir in fll- Of ,...QJJlly, may not pay 
enougn ettenUon to llbe!ty. And wfllle 1'\.ro gof. ao!'lfid&nce in 11m coun aoo lllllnk !hey'w done 11 fir!• job, 1 tbiltlt­
can prolllde gntater sooura11C81111lattne COIJit Is looking lit lilo1111 i""'"'" fn:tm bOth petapecllves - ee.cunty and 
ptlvt!cy. 

So, apecll!calty, wo can take llte(lllto !Yllko ~ dvil fil>arties mncsma nave an independent voloe 111 ~ 
CB114111 by ensulifllJ thlt ttJa IJO'IOilliT1tlnfs position bl d'i.Uenged by 811 adversary. 

Number thr11e, W<l can, 1111r:l mullt, b• morcr trzlnilf"'"''ll. So l'w diredfld the lllleiDgenoe COmmunltlito meke publjc 

as murnlnflmnallon obout 1hfM prognun• •• p~e. We'va slf98dy tleelaasllled unpll!Oildente<J lnftllmallon 
about 1M NSA, bUt we can go runner. So at my dlractlon, 1~ Oe~H~ftrnont of Jusijc:e wiD ma~e pollllc tile legel 

11111<m* fl>r ll'!e govM'IM&nl'a Cfllladlon sctMI!ea under Secllon 21!! of lila Pa!riot Al:::t. The NSA i$t.llkU19 steps to 
put In pteoo e fuU-time dviJ llbel1ie& and (;lriwcy offlc:cr, ilnd ralea!l.t!ltl infOI'tYIIItion !hal details Ita miiiBIOn, aulhorltles, 
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snd o\IIJI'IIIght" And l'lnaly, lh• illti!lllgllf!CII <IQI'MWnlty is cmallng t W!lOOIIAJ that WIH Hrv& as a hYP for 1Urlhct 
~~u,~~. ftflllltllp wftl 9\W Amlr!CIIna and lha Wlldd fl• •PHI!y fD lOrllm mon> allOut whil! our lnlllfllgence 

CQ!'!I!Yiunlly ttotts anti what~ doaan't do, hoW It cam.• out Its miMI<m. and v/l'r; It does so" 

F6ul1!1, \W'n!! tormlflll • liigh,Jewl group af ollhide m<pertll to Mlllaw our entire inloifigenoe end (;OfMIUnitJI!liooo 
ltlt.htlologlft. W& need n-lhlnki!JO tor • now QllJ, W& now li!l"" to unmwlletro!11lt plot& by 11ndin!l a noodle In tha 
!'layalack af global tetooo~ns, And rnaenwh•a.lecllOOIC!gy hOI! OIVJtn Qll1161Tlm<lrlll! -lndlldlng our OWil-

1,11'1~ oapablll!y to fT11Jrtll<lf eommul\lcatiOOll, 

So 1 am IBI!klnglhl•lrutspoodtlnt gmup to atep bad< and !lM-our tWplllblfitillll - paltieUI811V our ~afl<llt 
mdmoloQfea And ti'!oy'll OOil!lld4lr 1\owwo can maintllln lite trnst Of ti'!e '*'plo, tww- e;oo rMk• !R.II'fl that thlll!'(! 
I!!JOOI1l!IIY llJ no II!Ju1111ln IOO'rnl of how ttm11111 311NIIi~ tecniiCliOO~ IP used, ellk how $UNI!lll!li1CIII impaeta our 
foreign policy - patti~ In IIIIIIIQO whoo fl'IMIIilld more inronnetloo is beoomlng poblhl And \hey Will provide an 
lnltll'lm rnpon In 80 llayslllld 11 fll111111!f10rt by tho eo!l of thlt yellt', ao thlll VjtJ mn mo..., fol\'laf!l w1t!1 • batter 
und•t~tllllndlng oftww ltlaee progf!llllllll'/lpoot our seCtlflty, our ptivacy, and our fortl!go po~. 

So an lnfto olapa ora dqjg(l<!d 1ft en8Uilllhllllh8 ~ poople Qlfl ll\lllt that our ef!Orta are In line~ our 
lntarnllls •nd our wlllea. And to otoorn llltliJilll the Wlldd, I want to mak• oa...ar OOC<.J EIIJlllln tnat Amerlt;:ll. is not 
lntllre5ta<l in apylnQ on on;llnmy peopl&, 011t int!!!lllgellQJ Is fbr::usOO, above an, on Dndlng !he ln!'olmation tnars 
lllllli!4J.88IY to prota~ our p~~~QPIIII, lilld - In lllli"Y C881lll- prole!'J PW !!P~q.-, 

ll;''llrua wo haw liglll!lcant CliP~· Vllhllt'& a!co (rtJe Ill we sh<lw a re!ltnllrn lhll!t flllltiY oowmmenta around 1hlf 
world d<m't &~~en think to do. re!U!IB to ahc:>W- and that Include!>, fly the -.y, - Of ~rica's motlt ~ Mllca. 
We mouldn't torg81 tna dllf~ _, Ill• :lbil!ly Of oor oov&mment to collect lnf0rm811on onlina under sllic:t 
guldeHrme am! tof nanow purpo~~M. 111\d lila wOilnQflttU of aome other go~~emments to throw lh8lr own ~zene In 

p~son rorwhat they~ llllllne. 

And let mo Qtose Will\ one addltiONII !tlougtlt The rntot1 lind women of OW' ltlkilllgenw o;umrtlutllly wollt IIIV4fY lllngle 
day to o.p .._s llllfa becaWie ihtly 1o11111 ltlla OOUI1lly Ill'(! beliiMI In our V'Ques. Tney'rll Pilfliot8. And I bell6ve tt.l 
lhmse who h•.,. law!Uity miHd lhofr vt!lcea on lleh!ilf Of pr\yacy !!!'U dvllllberfie& srn aloo pal1iol!l wl1o rove our 
country tmd w:tnlltlft IMI up to our hlglleelldeal&. So this ia now ~W're going to re1101ve our dlft\!lrerleee In tna 
United State41- thfougl'l iAgoroUII pubMc d~. guided by our CoiiiiiiiUIIon, with 110V6YenC<.J tor our hj,J(oly sa a 
na110n Of laws, 11nd wiUt Mllp6d. for the fad$, 

So. will\ tnet. I'm aolnu to toke - que&llone. Md tera ooe wilo we've got nero. We're gQing to atart With Jull• 
F'IIQOIOfAP. 

0 Tlw!k you, Mr. Prsald!mt. IWflnled to ask about tome Of the fOreign PQII<;y fanout from Ina disclosure af 11\11 NSA 
pmgtlfnll !hat you diiiCY$Wd. YOUt !llXlkaamsn lillkl ytHII!rdsy IIlii! !here's no quetdlon tnat tna U.S. relll\it>n!lhlp 
with Ruallle nsa gotten WCJfM .n"~ca Vladimir Putln took ollie<!!. How IIIJC!l of IIlli! decline do you alll1lxltot diltlell)l to 
Mt. PuiJn .. qlvan that )IOU •Mm to 1'1-llad o good Wllfking relationship wtth hiJ pretlia<:e118017 Also I'IIH ttltere be any 
l!<ldiiJDrlal punlllve meaiiW1Jall!kflft againl!l! Rll881e tor l)nlnllng aay!Um to EdWard Snowdoo? Of Is ~1'1!1111111 
S"'''>lembilr summit really all you can do glwn the h.- af issueetna U.S. ooe<ls Ruuian COOileratlon tor? Thllnlc 
you. 

:rHiil PRESIDENT: Good.llhlnk 111.,..$ tN/tllya been oome tension irt l:ha u.s.~ua&lan relatiorush~ a!blf tna filii of 
the Sovt.t UniOrt. 'f'l'teftl'a been cooperadon In 1101'/11:1 ~s; lhare'slla1!n oo~ in othem. 

I! I& true that In IllY nm fbur yelnt In wtll'kll'lg Willi PrellldarH MadwdiJV, we 11'181:1<! a lot Of Pf011f868, \No gal START 
dona - or START II done. W& W0!1lllbla 10 ooopatalll togetnar on Iran sam:tions. They pi'Q'4idad us help 1n 1111111$ of 
II<IPPiyll'lg cur ltOOpa In A!(lhBillalan. VIla-. •bl• to Qt!!l Ru1181a Into tile WTO- wtdcn is not juat good for RusGia. 
II'• QQO<f fOf out oo~ni&B anti lltllltlle8M8 bacallf• t:hay'r& MOte Rk&ly lllan to fOllOW lntamat,lonllll nOI'rll& lllld rules. 
So l:ht!H'I!I'Illlee!'l a lot af gooo Wllfk that halt bftl1 dcmr> and !hat Ia QOing to connoue 10 b" done. WMfs aleo true Ia. 
'- ti'!ll.t when Preall!OOt Ptllln- who 111183 prllll(t mlnillter whan MedWch!VW88 P'""lidenl- amoe bad< intO fJ(1<Nef 1 
think wanw mota tllato!1C on the Rll!llllan Bide flat Wllllllnti-AAIOI1elltl. that pleyad Into some of the okl 
atall!IOtypas about the Cllld War contests b.nw.on tle Ulllttl<l Statea lllld Russia. And I~ ... ~ Mr. Plllln to 
think forwl!rd •• oppotad to ~on l1losa 1811U88- wit! mixed S\l(;alU. 

And I think lh• lli!Nt •pbodals iutt tWI mote in e numllar af emerging dlfflll~ fttat we'va 886n ovar lila laat 
ae\1111111 months around SVrla, around h~n l'igltll!ll.!llluaa, wnere It Ia probably 111Jpropriate for us to tllke a pauea, 
I'I!JIIUMB Wile!'& lllall\at Ru118181e gOing, what our CQf11 i~ ere, and eallbrete 1116 tllletlon8htp uo lhlttt _.._ 
doll1g lhlngalllatara good for the Un!ted 81a'" 110d h~lly good fOf Ruaeis as well, bUt reoognlzlng ti'!at ftm'O 
JUat are going to be oome dlmlnllleee and W8'nt not going 10 be able to compllltel)l diiiQUise tMm. 

And ltlat'a okll)t. Keep In mind tllat alll!ougn rm not &ttendlnll me wmmil, I'D stlll bft going to st. Patarsburo oocau88 
Russle Ill ho$11ng lh• G20. Tl*'$ imfiOI'I*nt IMJl!llnesa In len'rul or our economy and our jQI>s ~~~d 11,111/le ia&Jea !hat 
arB Iff eoncum to AmurleaM. 

I know lhllt 0118 question thllt'a bean raiMd Is how clo we appt'l>llldlllle Olyrnple6. 1 want to )utlt mak• very dear 
rigl\l newt Cia notlhlntt: lfa llflllltlllllll to boyccltt the Olymple~. Wllva got a but'll:l\ of Amellalna out tMra who 11n1 

fnl!nlng hllrd, who •re CIO!~g ewr;ltllng IIIey Cillll te auooeed. NO!lody lslllOilJ ~ ftt11n me by !lllfl'll! Of lila anti­
lillY !lind ltpbllVl. lftgislllllot~tl\111: yct/>111 bee!l aeelng In Russia. But !18 1 m~kl )1m this week, rw spoken out ageln81 

Page2 of9 

http://www. whitehouse.gov /the-press-office/20 13/08/09/rema.rks-president-press-conference 8/1112013 



Remarks by the President in a Press Conference I The White House 

111t1t not JUlll wllh .,..ped to Ruwhl bUt a niJI!II)ef Df ottwr oounl!1ee wtw>M WI! ClO!ll,ifotJe to do - ~111 1!1Ml, llut wo 
haw 11 stmna dl~nt on IIlia i!Jauo, 

And one of llleltllngn I'm ~ loOidng \'bfW!IIl'd to Ia fTliiYil6 oom. QIIY ana lelbian atnkltos Mnglno hotn6 tne gold 

ot tlllver or ~:>rooza. Wllldlllllink Wllllld go along -r In tlljecllno 11111!! kind of &t\lllldea ltl&t we're aeelngll11!1'9. And tf 
RIIIIJiie !l!>eGn't have gay or l.,.blllin lll!llet.!J, ll1en It PfOI>•Piy make• lhelt taam weaker. 

THE PRESIOISNT! Keep In mi"d ll'l8t our dtldlliOn to no! partldpata In lhe tlUITll1llt WIIS rlOI 8lrnJJiy om:wnd Mr. 
Sllowdl!n, It hacl to do with tne tild tnal. fnlni<;Jy, an e whole rang:e Df 1-Wfi&NI - fhillk we c.n make aom. 
Pfl>Qr&Ba, RUM!a lia& not mowd. AN! so- don't etmetdsr !11..t altlcRY punii.M\. 

W.'rt glllng 1o ~~,....,. .. wl!era tn& !WIIIIIonllhitl can &d'IIII'IM U.S. tll\lll'ltikll!l!lnd too~sa peace al'l<l stability and 
p!O$pCII'ifY around th• wotltl. ~-It 0111!\. we"m going to l!.1!tef> on WOI'klng Wlll1 them. Wher8 we l1!lvllt ~. 
we'"' go1ng to lllllll<l d88l1y. And fill ~~ape IB, Ia lhtlf overtime, Mr. Pulln and Rt.l$sla recoontz•lt1at talhef ll1an 11 
z~ ct>mpetlllon, In tact. II' llle 1WO t.OUn!lloo ara y,<0<1()ng toaath•r we can probal>ly advan~ lite~ batlarmoot of 

both 1)1101)188. 

Chuclt TOII!I. 

a Thllnit you, Mr. PI'Nidel\t. GMm tn&t yQI.I just 81'1!'1oun0110d a Wllote I!Undl of retorm& bQ$10d on eaoontlslll( ltla 
teak& 111M Edward (in~ !!Uide an &II of'- lltJN&IkanCII pr!l(jNimB, IS ll1st change -Ill liOUf mil'ldael Cha!lged 

al>out him? Ia lie now~" WlllalkHIIoWW tllwf\ heleal!scltar. 111. ycu celled him at one point, or son'lebody !hat 
shouldn't be llled c:haruell? Md llhcUkl 119 ba pJOvld&d mon. protcooliM? lelle 11 J)\'ltriot? You julll u$IOd tl\oae wonla. 

And lh«< Just to toi10W up orotl\o pereolllll -I Wll!ll to fOllOW up on • pei'jl(lnel -

Q No, I undomlllnd. I! WOII a p!ll'l of a qtlllllf!Qn tnat ~u didn't anawer. CanliQY 11~ tiiUII' done with Ru!IJiiB, tli1JIII111f 
don•, wlthOllll!slllng: llDDOd l)lll'tOillll relllllonehlp with Pulln? 

THI'. PRESIDENT: I don~ h'-~ IIIHKI pen!O!llll rllllltionslllp Willi f"lllln. 'Mlan we haw oonver:R~~(ions, tnay're 
cendld. ltley'1'6 blunt: oftenll111115, tlloy'i'e OOIIlii!UCtlw. I ki!OW tne preaa Ilk% to focufi on llody lllll!IU<III'.' end lle'a got 
lt1at ldnd Of !I!Oueh, leoldng llklllll• bated 11:111 In lhe bad!. Dfihe daaaroom. 8111 t11• f!utn hi, Ia that wnoo we're lit 
~~~ tog:lll!ler, ~It'$ very p!Odt.ICIIw. 

So thtl ,......, hete realy hila to do with wlltlr'it do IIISy want to !ak• Ruuie- If a eull8tanll""' on a policy tont. And -

Q(lnal.ldlllle.) 

TJ.IE PRESIDENt'! No. Right nPW, tills It jtlal a !llllttar of where Mr. Pulln illld tile Rueslan Pf!Qple want to go. I think 
If lheyar.looking t'orW8I'I! Into IIIII 21111 CtlnNilf lind now tl'ley can ad\fanca thW !K:OilOillj. illld maktt 5urw dJIIIt 
some of our )ofnt oonooms artMJntl counl81telror\tlm - 1!111111lged ell'eGtlllely, ttten lltlink. we C81l worx together. If 
IBIIUes are R'Bmed 1111 If th• u.s. I& ftlt It lllen Rutlllla should btlallllinllt II. or we're aotna to boll finding wf¥> 1114\ere 
we can poke Rdl othllr 1!1. awry oppottUnlly, tnen probably wa don't 11et ae mUCh &WIT do11a, 

See. tt0w I've l'orgolll!n your 1llllt qoo811on, wttioh p~ly WBB Ina more lmpoflanl cr111. No, I don't tnlnk Mr. 
Sl'IOWdan weaa palrlot.IVJ I ~~aid In my Q~.Jenlng reMal'kll. 1 celled fOr alllorough revi- at out suNeHI81109 
opQII)~s before Mr. Snowaan made lhe&e lam. 

My pr.r.~ -lll'llllll!ll'lk tne Amll!lcan people' a praftlmlce- would hlllle been for a lawful. ord<iorll( lll\1illlinetlon 
Of tneae IIIWII, a thoughtful fa~ dtbelt<lolll~ lNOUICIIIIen teed us to a bttt~Atr pl..,., ~a& I 118\I!Sr maoe 

dalma f.llal.llllll\8 llliMIIUIInce lllchoolog:l•alhllt have dew!ope!lllllles lll8 umo some of these laW$ hod De&n put 1n 
place eom&how didn't rtqui~ I)Oil!lnlilllty liiOJ!ljl addmonal rufoml11. That's ex;octly wl!st 1 called for. 

S9 the fa.d: iA, I& tMl Mr. SllOWI'Ien llaa lle8n cha!UIId wlll1 thrn flllonles. If, in fact, lie lletklves tnat wtlat he did Mil 

rillht. lh~~n, N"* every Amolll'lOillt dll:ten. lla een come hem, appear bolfonl the court with a lawyer end make hie 
CIW!, If tile c.o~ waa lllat somahow tnta WIN! !he onlll-ll to 1Ja1 tl>is lnfo~on out to tne pullllc, llliQned an 
~"" order wellllefOfe Mr. Snow:ten lellke<d tnle lntormlltlon lflllt Pf'O'Iidad whi!!Uetllower protacllon to tne 
lntelliQ'OI'IOO (!Gffimtjlllll( -for IIIII lltet llme. So lllere W8fil otner evenuea ~l>lo !Dr som&body WhOfle ooneclence 
Wli8 stirred end thought that lh"Y ~ to qu.ttion go.emmentaellona. 

But havfngaatd that. onca the Iaake h-happ8ned, what we've - Is lrlfolmatlon come out in dlfl>s end in dnll>.s. 
eomatlmee coming OUI ~- Once Ill& lnfOrmatlon I& out, thtl ad!nlnt.lhtlon comes Ill, 111es to COfl'8d tna 
J1Jcord. But b)r lfllll tim&, it'll tQo lilt. ot we'W! IYICMid on, lll'ld 11 general Impression has. I think. lllken hold not lll'lly 
among the Amarloon plilllc but also IIIWild the WQrtd IMt ~ _.,.., OUI!Iler& Wllty-filll)l )Ust!IIICklng in 
lnfolmatlon on •wl')'t:ltxly md doing wlwt we p""'llll with it. 

mara not llle CSII!I. Our law& apeclftcafly prohibit U~< frl>l11 ~Uing u.s. petllona >llltrloot a W811'111lt. And tnem are 
a Wllole runge of~ that haw bNn pUIIn pbooe (o make aute ~ tnsl basic PJ1neillle Ia alllded b)r. 
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But whJ~IIa Clear l•lhfll Wllelher. bt!ICIII.I!MI o{ the lnSUno;llw bias of the lnteHIII•nce oommunily to keep averyttltng 
very clota - and prol>allty what's a fair crl11d$n'l Ia my P!IUI'tlpllon ttu.t if ~ lwld c:heci«i and balane4S frOm tne 

eoorta and CO!'IJAISII, tllllt lllat traditional aystem Of ellecb 111nd bsiiiMAJ& WOUld be enOUQI!IO give peopit!! 

asuur~u'>ee that th•O>!I prngmms. wen~ run p11)1:18bly -lllet assumption lllllnk ~ved 10 be unde!mi!'Hld by whitt 
1'\llppenlld lifter tne laak$, 1 lllinlc people !law qu10$llona about this proQfl!m. 

And eo, JUt a ronseq~ence. I think illalmporlanl w us to go !lhelld and III'I8WI1r ttu•~e quelltiQM. IMIBt I'm Going to 
ll& pushing the IC to do is tlllller tt.n hsw a tru11k come out hfll'1!l aoo leg r::tlrtle out there soo a IJJii eome out thi!l1'111, 
lat'e tust 1>1.1! the wnole elll!)hellt out lhot& ao pooplo know exaQily what tt.y'ns looldng at Let's exami~e what I'll 
wort<ln!l, whflfa no!, a,.. tll8l'8 at.!dlllonttl protecdons thet can ll& put In pisce, and let's mow !orwalli. 

And lllere's no do~~ thl;tl Mr. SlloWilen'~> il:totlla!o !JIQ!IIIfOitd a muCh mons tapkl end P"ll8iona!AI! "'~onae ltlan would 
llallft lleen t~ ~ae If 1 had :simply appolnlllld 11118 ra\llew b<>tlrt.! to 110 tlm>ugh. and I had oot doWn with Congreu 
and W8 ned wotted 11118 lhlng ll'l!OUG)l. It V«lUid haw been lesll exclllng. It would not hoove gene~ aa much 
p,_, 1 •dUally think wa would ha.... geti!ID to the $lime plaoe, ~~~we would he\16 <lOne ,.o Wllllout pulling at r!ak 
our na!lomd ~~eau11y and -wry llltal vJIIYB 11'1tit we lit& able to 11011 11\lelllgence 1111!11 we ne<l'd to !I6CUre the 
oountry. 

Major 0111T81t. 

Q Thl!<lk you, Mr. Pruldent. I'd Uke \1;> 111ak you about this debate thoifs ptaylna ltMif cut In e<lftortQI pJ~Gee, in the 
blago&phll«!, &VIIfl in tl\e Sllllllta ~c caucus, 01bottt tne ctloic;e you 8\lllntLnl!lly will make for t.he neJd Fade"" 

Rtsii!VIl Cllalrman. Tl'lllf& I& a pen:eptiOillll!IOIIg Oemot:tate lllat L.linY Summers l19$1he inside Ired~. and pemap. 
yo11've I'NIIle some •uutanooe to him ~~,bout lllet. Janet Yellen Iaiiie vice Chair or the Fed10ral Reserw. Theta era 
many wQmen In the Sen .. whO ore ~who llelkwc lhat llmaklng l!Je glaee oeUing there woukl be histl)nc 

Bn<l lmportallt. 

THE PI<ESIDENT: R!gl\1. 

Q Are you annoyed by !Ills son of I'Qillrog Clebate? Do yol.l1ind It any way ~mS<!!&mly? And do you believe llllll Will be 
one of llle most tmponant - If not the mO'IIt lmportant- economic <led.fllons \IOll'U n~ake In tile ~mainder or your 
preSidency'? 

THJ:. PRESIDEN'r: It 1$ definitely o~ ol' lila mo.t irnpc!l1ant economic decisions lllat I'll nvd<e in the remalooer of my 
pf'Cisjdll!l'ley. Tlla Fed&lllf RCISol!lrW Chairman 15 Ml just one or 111e most important econ11mic polleymakern In America, 
he or eh• is 01'\11 of the mo&II111P¢I'Wil poDcymaken; in 1M WOlle!. Ana m• pa~® presumably Will ld8y on aner I'm 
Preaklent. Sll this, atono wan Supremo Court ~~Ppointments, Is ptobllbly a a lfrii)Ortlnl o decision as l~m~~ke lll& 

Pmidtnt. 

l I'IIIW 8 fSfll)fl of outl!landlng candldatBB. You'w mon!Jonad two of lhtm- w. Summers and Mr. Yellen- Me. 
Yellen. Md llley'l'll boltliBlrttlc POJOpla. 

lllllnk tne perotption !~'tat Mt. Summell! might hi...., lin Inside tradlamply l!ad to do Willl a oond> of atteckalllat I 
wae ne!lllna on Mr. Stlml'nl!ttll preempiiYely, whloh is ~ott Of a 8taooalli WaslliniJ(on Si<'erolD<l, tnat I don't llk.e. 
BDCIWW whan ooMellody liSa wo111&!1 !lard for me aoo WQI1(ed halli on behlllf of !he Ame11Cen P<JOple, and I know 
Ills quell!)' of thO!'• ptople, 111\d I see !hem ll"UJng lllapped arountl 111 tne Jl"l$s fer no reason- lletbre th.Y"" .,....,n 
been nominated 1br llrtYihinQ-~n 1 wsnt to make sur. !hot somebody Ia standing up fer them. I felt tne &f11119 w-.y 
wto.n poople wera attaddng Su1111n Riot ~ aile was nominated fvr -.nylhlng. So 1 tend to d<!fend f<llk:S ~o 1 
tnink h4ve don. a QOQCI Jol:l aM llnn't !!asarvo atlildl:s. 

But I comddef them both o~tng csndldatea. My main '1/lllo(ia- I've llleiBd tnla beftlre. bull wall( 10 repeal It­
my main atterle1br the Flld R • .,.,..... ohairman Ia somebody who under.Jtand&lhey'll& got a dual mandtrtl>. A etillc.&l 
p111!'1 of llle job Ia mal(lng sur&11181 we kewp lnfll!llon in t:l'lecl<, that our monetary policy is. ""'-'"d. thai !he aoilllf le 
liQtmd. ThOs& 111'111 all Cl!tical ~ents of the job, Aod """'\~!!! aeen what llappene whmllla Fed is not paying 
wttOJntfon. We 11aw. ptiOr 10 Paul VOidter comlna Into pi!ICI', lnftal)on ahooling up In weya tMt really- dammged tne 
fllll!laaonomy. 

il<rt 1118 Olher mandate i&lllll ell1flloymant. And right now, if you 1001( at me lllgge81 Cllalleng~ W<~ll•w, the 
cn.Romgec is not inftdon; 1M ctlallenge Ia we'wllllll Qot wo many peOple out Of wort<, too many lOng-term 
unemployed, too much slack In the ewnomy, Wid w&'te not growing as f88t as w& 9hould. And so I want a Fad 
Cha,lrmsn Vdlo'a able It! look at lhosslllsuea and hllw a perspedive thai ~eepe an eye on lnflalloo, m111kes $lll't> tllfll 
we're not seeing lll1illdJII bubbleS II\ plllc:e, bUI alao rBCOIJIIIZIIlg, you know what, a big f'l"'1 Of my Job rlgllt now Is to 
make sure the economy t. growing quiddy and i'OIIU!Itiy, aools 808181naa and durable. IIQ that people who won: 
hard In lilts couniiY 11111 able to lind a Jol;!, 

And. fl'ankly, IIIII Ilk boll! Lany summern and Jllflet Yellen are highly ql.(lllified candidate a. lllare are a couple ot 
other c.tldl.:lallla wllo are l'ligNy quaunoo sa well. I'N malls the deQslon in th., f.loti, 

0 Can jlllU sse how the pen:epdon of you ~ndlnu ~•rw S~ as lllgorous!y as you JUIIt did and ill oth..­
qu<~~rlers le~~d $01'1'11!1 1(1 bllll<!!vt! yau'w aimady made up your mind? 
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Tl-IE PRE:S!OEN'f: Well, lllUlBpt I jiM told~ l ~awn'l Major, I'd ~"d you if tOmebo<ly waa asying ~ 
!h•t ¥<88/l'IIMI' lii:>OUI you. (laugi!Mr.} t reawy would .. In foot, l'w dane that. io tile ~ House some Dme3. 

(LBuQI\ter.) 

iHE F'RIOSIOEN'f: 0<> you naw pi<:JtutWI1 

Q I do,I'U have Ill $h.,... you-

THE PRESIDENT: Oltay, I'm gOing to !lSVI'I to- tnem. 

t 'MIII1Ied to alii< you 11b0111 yotlf MutiiJ!1 on me SUI\IIOiltance laeue$. 1 mean. Pl!l1 of what yo<.r!l! tzdklng abOut today 
It restoring !llllpubllotltlal AM tnt P<t~>liel!ea seen yau fWOIW!IOmwheo )IOU WIDfll in !1111 U.S. Senate Ill now, And 
ewn ~& tecen!lv aa J~l'l&. you aald lhat tile prooa&& wu !1Udllll8t poqpl& llhould bo comfOrtable with U, and now 
yau'(tl sAying you'r. fllllld"CC 111eae rvfon'n$11rnl people should De comfmlable Wfth 11'1<.>..,. So Wily vhOI.Iklll1a pUbOc 
trullt you Oil this lasua, Md wlrf did you '*"'"911 your po'lilion mul!ll)le lfrtlc&? 

fHE PRESIDt:NT:WeU, t 11111'1~ If& irnpoltantto aay, Carol, fif'$1 of all, I hllwo'te\101118(1 In rny llsseeament ofthtt 
IICIUIII ~nil- i conalat6ndy MYI!l Mid lhllt when i came Into office levstus!Bd thel'l'l. soma of these programs I 
tt.t:! !>Mn crlllcat of whei'IIW8ll tn tile Stnt.w. Wllllllllooii.O through e~ly What WiiS being dona, my 
determi~etlon was that 11141 two programs In p..-IICIJiar that had l>aen at i8Sll9. 21 !i l>tld 702. ~fl!KI vatuallle 
lllteUigenoe 1111!!1. helps us proteQI !1111 Ame!1can people aM !lley're worth pti!Barvlng. \Nhztt we also aaw WillS mat 

some boftl; noeded to be tlglmmed op on some of thtt programs, 110 we initiated som& ftddll.iCnal oV&rnlaht. mfotme, 

eompiiGnoo oflloem, liUdll8 ami eo forth. 

And If you look <11 the f8POI'III- ~~~~en the dtlldO&Jme tnat Mr. 6!1CIW({en haa put fQ!wanl ~ alltna stories that h­
b<ilen '10111100, what you''* oot 1'1!18dlng about 1$ the go'>IOOlment adu~ly .a.truslng thesa pi1:>Qf81'118 anll listening ill on 
peopl .. 5 p!'lone calls or lntlpproprlalt>ly reading poopte•s ~!!'nailS. Wl!al you'~ h.earfng about is the proapact that 
t~~eea could be abused. Now, part ot the nle$011 l/ley'm not abUMd I$ bBC8Usa theM <::heck.s are to place, !lnd ll\08e 

~uses would lle against l/la lew anu would be aglllinst lhB O«!ef11 of the FISC. 

HIWtng said that. though. If you are outslda of the lntotiigenoo communitY. if you are llle ordin~~~ry ~nand you 
atal1seelng & bunoh of haadllnee aa)llno. U.S.-Sig I:Jrothet lool<!na dOINn on you, COllecting talepllone recoNJe, Ill 
cetat'&, well, unooretandably. people wot.~ld lle conc:ernll<l. I would ba, too, II' I WliiSn'l.lrntid&llle oowrnrn.nt. 

And ao In llghlofllla Cl1llnged an>;frullf'llfli'IIWflM!a Wllole ~et ofqueldiooe have been m~d. aorm~ In llle most 
"n&CICIMal1200 manner poPibW, where tt~eaa leaka era releaMII drip by drip, one a weak, to kind of max1m12a 
attention *'14 l!l611 If they can eate!l us at - impreci&IOn on eomethlng- in light of that It moke.s seme far lf.l It) 
go Shead, lay out what -Qtty wa'l't ltt)il'lg, have a di6WII5ion will\ congreaa, haw a di&:u$$1on wlll\lndually -
wl\ic.h ta also Impeded by thla- haw a d'I$WUIOn \1/Jth dvilllbartarians. 4md - can we do 11118 better. 

I t~ink Ilia main thing I want to amphaslD hi I dOn't ha\119 anlntareet and tha people Ill tile NSA doo~ have an 
int.rest lf'l doing en)'!NnO oilier 11111n making SUJ10 thllt v;flere we can pmvent a !IIITOri$1 ~"'*' whf!l'e we can gat 
lnfoonatlon t~O.IId of ~me, tllilt Wll'ra able Ill csny out lhllt a1llccllt11~ We do not have sn lnt&nl$!ln doing IU1Yihlno 
olher than !11.1. And -...'vel!ied It! set up a ayatem mat Is as ft!llsafe as so fat at l&s!ll we've bean &bte to !hink of to 
mall& aunt !hat th- Pf'QIII'I'ITW iiP n~ ebuaed. 

B1-1t J*>pla n!ll)l have bellar lda8ll and people rnqy Wlllnt to pggo,t llllgh!Jy aort of tna batsnce belwe9n tho 
lntormdon that Ml can g.t Ye!'V\If tht in~ encroad!menta on privacy that if h•v>en'\ ak'eady taken plaal 
mlOI'II take place In a 1lllunl admlnlatmtllln, or a& tedlnologlo$ tiaVelOp ftlr!llar. 

Ant! !he o!ll&r l,llll\g that's happoolng IS, 18111ala8 technology O.wlops ftl<t.her, lectmoiOgy 1!8lllf m11y proVIde us 
•om• additiontll '*1\!!I)Ulllrds. So, fer ~1!'4lle, If people don1 1181111 confid9nce that 111" lzlw, 11\a cheekS and batanoos 
or tha coll!t and Gong- .,.. 5UIIll:l~:~nt to gMI ua confidence that government I& not snooping, weN. ITMI)Ibe we can 
embed l'adin<IIOOIMin !h.r. that Pll~Wnt 111• snoopinG ragardleae or What government W611tll to do. 1 ~. l,h,e111 

may II& some tool!nolooicalllxeathat PfQYtcW •nother layer of a-.ranca. 

Q Cen ~ ull(let&tand, trloogh. Wily aome poopta n1ght oot trust what you'rv SQ)'lng right now about wanting Ill -

THE PRESIDENT: No, I c:tln't 

iHE PRESIDENT; W.ll, lh• flK':tthetl Slid ihatthe ~!:JnlntB ara opemllng In a waytllat lliWIIIltG allUl!e,lhat 
oontfnuee to lie true, without the reto!mtJ. The queslloo l'l\ h.Dw do I make lha Amel'ican people more com!'of181lle. 
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If 1 t.ll Michelle thl!l 1 dltllhe di•I'IM- now, ptleli, In 111& IMllle rtouse 1 don't oo me dishfla 11191 mud\ (!eughlel') 
-but bade In the day .. end 'fh"'•" 1111Je skeptkal. weQ, I'd like oor !p lttlat me, but maybe I need to brin(l Mr bit<* 
end show Mr 1119 d~ ellfl not j~.~&li\BW ~wee my wQfd ror It 

Anll oo 111e program,.,- 1 em ~ble ll!st the program~ Is not belno ebus<Kl. I'm CQIT!fotl1lblell1!1t if me 
Am8l1ellln people &l<llll111141<Jexaclly wllllt-lllklno p4ille&, how it W8ll being uaetl, what 1119 sef9o~~«rdll. were, the! 
they WOUld say, you know what. meoe fulk8 are fOllowing me lew 1111d tlotnQ ~ m&y Slllf th&y"ra doing. 

But lila ab'&olui!IIIY true111111 w!thllle e)(ilanlllon Of lllelmology -lhisls illil area tllst'! moVIng -Y qUICkly- w!1l1 tile 

rt!l'<ltllallonethat 1\~ <Jeple\'41d pubRe trullt, ~hat If tllellt a111 some midilionsJ mlngs that- C8l1 oo to trund thlllt ltlJ&I 

bt!Q!< up, tllen Wff oitoukl do ll111m. 

Jona111an Kerl. 

Q Tl'lanlt you, Mr. Preaklent You rn.ve oold lila\ l:llll1!l el Oaode has been ~mated, mat its lmtdera Gn!l on thill run. 
Now that -·1111 ~" 111!1! l:e'l'o/ 11111116( tllatnaa ,., •. dt:ed In emba..,;es ao&od th~Mut 1119 Arab 1N0!1d, mvm Of 
A1llclt. do you llllil ~fi- that al O.•dll h8a been dedmst.ed7 And if I can ask In the lniBroot of iTo!!naperency, "*" 
you t•11 u& about 111ell4! d1'0!18 8!!1koo ftlet Wll!'\18 soon QV#Jr the 1881 cot.~ple Of weeks in Yemen? 

iHE PRfiSIDENT: Whet I said In 11111 &llmCJ NatJonal Dl!feo:rb Unlvemlty spl!l<!ld\ bacl! In May that I ref~Kred \0 e811lsr 
!Jllhst COilJ at Qaeds 111 on tt. hHI&, h8a been <ledmeled. But what. I also Mid -a mat a1 QP<ta an<1 other 
lllldrelllllllll tliMI msta&laalmd Into 1111Jional groups lhst oan polllil slgniflcam dang9fl'. 

And I'd ref•r you baCK to that weed\ jUst bad\ In May Wiler& I Mid apt!CIIICBII)I lila\ a:llhouQtl t11ey are less likely to 
ba able to ceny out apedi!Cul&r homeland .!lll8ck8 like 9/11 , they haw IJ'te cspadt)' to go lifter our &mba$Si&a. Tiley 

ne,~ ll)e Q~;~PJ~oilr, poteniiSIIy. to 90 C!fll!Jr our buulr!Gs""'"'· They 1\Bw ftle cap>~dly to ba dosl;flbal:zJflQ and d!Sfllpli\le 
in eoun111oo where the sewmy a~ is weak. And hat's exacuy what we am soolng rtghl now. 

So If& entirety eon!liOO!nt to MY 8\llt tNallgtltly org!U'Iized and. rslat!wly cenlfaiiZed sl ~eda ltlat attacked ~son 
9/11 hall been blllkott (lparl antiiB \lillY wo.tl\ and doe& not have a lot of oJJ8111tic:mal capsctty, and to $8Y wa lliiU 
have U'IWIB regional Olllllflin~Uona !Ike AOAf' tho!t uon pose a lhreat, U'lst. can d!1w p®nl)ally a truCk bomb in\0 1111 
embet5y w-illlllld can kill llOfllB J?tCple. 

And eo that reqUires us. 11\f!ln, to !Mke ooro ftlat- hill\18 e atrsi!Jay fuat iS !>tfengtnenlna 111o"" partners so 111111 
1hey'1i'lt got tllelr own cspacily In deal Will\ wllat lll'lJ poftlntially msnegeable rf>Oiooat ttlrssts ~ the,.., oountnes srs a 
lillie bil flti'OOger and naw more flftdlw CT lind $0 forth. II means ttlllt we'.., got to con1111U11 to be vigilant an<! go 
afler kl1own leJrorll!te who .,.. po(tll'ttially catT)'Ing ollt plots 0t am golno to slrctnglhanll'lelr capaC!~)' over lime ~ 
bt1011Ull811'1sy-re alway&IPttng tne boun<Jarles of, Willi, maybe we can bY tills, maybe we can do \I'm\, So ttllel& a 
ongoino proeeu. we srs not gotng to I:!Ompl&mly sllmlllflte tarrottam. \Mlat we can do is to weaken n and to 
!llmnglhen our P*.rtl'lel'lllllpa In such a way tho!t il doeellOI, poae 1l1e kind Of Mrr1tlle t11rsat lh•l....e 8t1W on ll/11. 

Ant! I'm not going to dl•w•sspeelllc operatlonalhllt hllye t:el<en place. Again, in my apt~edlln M!lY, I"""' wry 
~c about hOw we make th.- ~allona about pOOir~tltlllfllhat sll1kss, so I would refer you 10 that speed!. 

THE P~ESIOENT: I Will not haw .1! t!f..,.,..;on about op8fllllonsi1S$1.10ll. 

Q I hope you would defend ~ • wotl, 

THE PRESIDENT: I woUld. 

a Okay, lh6nk you, I Wllnt to ask yo1.1 abOut. IINO lmpormnt dates 111at 8fiJ coml11g up. Odober 1 at yoo'\18 gnt to 
Implement your Sl11116ture h•alth care l«w. You recenll)l dedtled on your own tQ llelay " kay part Of ltlel. And 1 

wonder, If you pick Blld dloQ.MI whet Pll!t$ Of lh& law to lmplemBnt, ooukln't your $1.!cce1S5Dr dawn lh6 road pld< and 
cnoooo Wllelller 11111Y'I lmpleJMnt your lew end keep ~ In plaOI!l? 

Al\d o" S&ptemoor 11th W&'H 1\BVethe llrstanniWiliiJIYof Beni!I'Aizl. And you aald nn 8eptsmoor 12111, 'Make no 
mlatska, WII'D bring to julltlc;e tht k~lers WhO ~etl OUI' people.' Eleven months kiter, where are they, Sir? 

THE PRESIDcNi: WIIH, I a1oo said fust W&'d get bin Llldon, and I didn't gel tllm In 11 month;. So we 11811'11 

lnforrn•d, 1 think, tho pt.~b!Jo flllllt. tttere>a a. aaalsd 111<!1Cim9111. It'& aealed fof a r.Rsoo. lilul""' ano Intent on cap!Umg 
111ow who carried out. Ull• alttKJII. ~tnd -·re golng to &lay on it until we get them. 

THE PRESID!NT: I WID lell\l!lllat !hat. But ll'llsmmslnas lop priority for us. Anybcdywho altl!!lcl<ts Americans, 

Myboey who k.llla, iTo!!gk'.afly, fOur Amel1cane WIIO -rs 1181V1ng oo In 11 wry clangii!I"'Us plaoe, wt!'re going to de 
evoryftllng we Cllln to ~~ tholl4! wllO .:.mt!d out those slled<a. 
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With .--ct to health care, 1 didn't simply <:ihOOfle to d4llltly t.hUI on my Own. T!llswas Ill COO$l)i\lllloo '""Ill bu.;ooiiBOO 

.rrecross llle t;>:>lil'ltly. many of WhOm are ~rtlve ot ll1e A!for<1able Cata N:Jt. bttt. - Ell1d fMI1Y of whom, by II'!& 
way, llf!l aJready p~T;~vidii!O nt~altll inSUnmooiD 11'\eif employees but we~ wncemed abQU! the opqr.IIIJOt\llf ll&lllibr of 

C118nglng !llaif HR Dp&fli~O~a. If lh&y'va got a lot of llfi\Pia)'ooe. whid\ a:~uld ~costly for them, Ellldlllem 
suggeB!InQ ltlat t11ete moy be eallier Wilf5tl:> do thla. 

Now, whllt's ttue. Ed, Ia, I• flat in a nonnel poiiUC!II vmAn:mmoot. H WOIJid haw been eaaler for me to !limply eaR up 
tl'tft Speaker and say. you kiiQw 11111!81, thlli i$ a tweak that doflan't oo to h t~seoooo of the law - ~ has to do with. 
111r &XIIfllple. llf!l we Bble to •lmplify the stte.U.IIon of employe1'1181! to wlletner they're a!teady pfO\Ii<lil'lg tlealtll 
I!1$Uranca or not - it loolm like lllel'll may be •orne better WilY'" to do !Ilia; Jet'!!; maim 11 tttclltlfeal Cllan;e to !he laW. 

That would be !11" Mrmlll tiling ll1811 would prtdet to dO. 

l'lutwo'l'll not In 11 normld elmQI!Pilen& ai'Oulld MnJ wllenlt COfl'lOO 10 *Ob&maca19.• W.. did hiiW the -cu!IW 
autnorlty to tlo ao, ood w. did oo. Butlhll! Qallllll't go to the~ CICitll O'llmpt.mar\taUon. Let me taU you ~ ill the core 
of !mpleiT!III11aiion 1hara already tlllltln piiiCII. AI$ VII!! speak, right roow, for the 86 pl'lfoent of Americans who lQ!rddy 

tut .... healllllneura.-. tl'ley I!NI ~g11'0m OOing ll!blt!! to keep lhllif tid on !heir pJ;an II !heir kid is 2!! or younow. 
Thera ban~g mllltomJ of young people -..od the country. wlllch IB why laCk oiiMUillll'ctl among YOU"'J people 
!VIs actually gone Clown. Thlll'$1l't !41ge pan llltril>llfllbie to !he *PB lll8t we'vo tM,en. 

Yoow got !!jifUOO!I ol paople who have ~Wood Mbate&. beeo~um part of 1M Affotd&ble c- Ad WS& to !l8Y 11'1111 if 
sn lnl!U1111\0!! eompany bon1 if:Pe!ltllng 60 pen:>ant of your l)femium on your heaHh care, you get some money back. 
And, lo lind bttholtl. people flaw been Oattii'IQ !heir money bade It !1111~5 !hat lolb who have been bUmping up 
With lrtell1!1tJ!if'rlltil on th8lr lnliUI1IIlCCI, 1t1at It lea-lhllrn wlll&rable. The! d011an1 exl$t 

Slllllor. tut..e been gatttno d\$ct>Unta on ltlelr p111S(tlpllon d!UQ5. Thaf& happening right naw. Free PlliVIOI'IIIve care­
mBmrnograms, eontrecepllon. Ttutt'e happening right now. I mat 8 young mall t0<1ay on 8 billoi9f\ln1J I was doing 
with thlt atU<I&nt loan bill who ~up to me llf!d lllid lll8nk YQU -he eouJdn1 haw bftflll more !11an 25, +ffl )'8llf8 

old -thank yOU; 1 hll\18 c::ancw, tlllll'lks to lll8 Atfurdal>lll Cam Aa w001i119 with !he Clllifomia progrnm, 1 was~~~ to 
get lleatlh care1111c! I'm now ill remiNion. Md 110 rf(Jnt now people ara alnl8dy l>en&ffllng. 

Now, wl'!al happem; on Oc.1obet 1at, In 53 III!IYS, Is for f)'te remslnlno 16 percent ol !he population lllat dooen't hew 
hllllllh lo8Ufll"""· lhey'ra (IOing to be able to go on a wob~ta or c.au up a can Ql!nter ood sign up for llft'M1able 
qualliV he.uh ln&Uf'llllC& at 11 slgnlflc:aiiUy d'lQ&per ra1o0 than llllllllt they can get right now on tt1q Individual ma11<at. 
And If e\lfln with lower premi11ms IIIey alii can't ~ II, -·re going to blil able to pf'O\Ik1s them with n tax Ol&dlt to 
help them llUV "· And blii\W!IIIJn Odobet 11111nto Mard!ll'uon!l WID be an apen ftnt'OIIment periOd In whilli\ mHIIOilll ot 
Amar1C81111 tor llw !It&t Bme am going to bit 111ble to get afttmlab* hellllll cam. 

Now. 111\lnk the really~~ que&llon Ia why H '-lhll! fro/ fi1EIIld& In lhe other pl!lty nave ma<let the Idea of 

'"""nting f.hi!IS8 people 1rom oetting hllalltl e&nllh&lr hofy grail, ll1elr number-«Mt priority. The one unifying 
principle in U'le RepubliCan Party at !he moment 18 making surv tMt 30 miiUon people don't ha..e heallll care 11nd, 
presumably. Rll)otding lll!lhoae benat!ts I just mentioned - kids lliBytng on !heir paren!!l' plen; aenlo"' getting 
Cllacounts on thctlr p~on dlti(IS: IQU-11 ~m to lifetime limit& on !n,.,ra,nce; people '""'h preexis!.ing 

oomllllomo corn!nl.tingto be blooked !rom betno ebka to get ht!tatlh tneumnoo. 

Tllat'sllard to undel'lttlnd•• *11 llgll!ldl!lthBIIa gOing to 51rengt!1en our middle Cla8ll. At,..,,.. t)ley uaed to say, weh. 
wetre going to replace It with somelhlng bell«. Tllere' a not 91191111 pretenso now that tl1eyrQ aolno 10 replace ii1NIIll 
BOmething bcttler. 

Til<~ notion Is simply lllat those 30 miiJIOI't f*!Pie, ot lila 150 miiSon who llf!l b<9lefttlng I'I'Om the otnllf a511&a:s of 
~blfl Cllre, IM!IIlll baUer off without It Thaftll'1411it a:w!!ttion- not backed by filet. no( bizot.k.ed by any e\lklsnce. 
II'& Just blilcome an ldeologi,.., ftxalion. 

W611. I leU you """l!lt, llley'rs wrong about lh.t. Thllro is no doubllllat In impklm8nflno tile Afftrdablft Car& Act, a 
program of thla Blgnlftcance. !hem are going w bel - glilcl'lea. No dOUbt about It fher. ~;~re going to be things 
where we eay, you know what, we Bllould he"" thought Dff.hat aamer. Or IIlia would worllll ijttle bit belfAt. Ort111s 
needa 811 edJuatmant. lllat waa true ot Social Sewl!ly. Th•t waa true of Medicare. Tnat wa~; true of the Cnjkjn!ln'& 
Hel!!lti'llnat~rence Program. That woo IIU9 at the Pf115Cription drug program. Par\ D, tnat was rolled out by a 
F<epubllcan F'rnldent llntii'Upported by Ropublleat~s WhO are Blld In the House of Repre....,ntllllves. Tr\Bfslrue. blf 
1hfl way, of a car company rolling out a n-car. It'll ~rue of Apple Idling out lll8 new !Pad. 

So yOlJ "'Illi be llbla to, Wllan.ewr you want dUring the CO!lfll& otlhe neKt l'ix months and probably tile nel(! year, nnd 
OOQI!lliOil$ wll!!rc you .ay, ah•M, you !<llOW """at, tnat couklllawlleari done a lillie bll brltor. Or that f.hlng. lll&ffe 
kind of making anadmlnmlfw d11mge; !hill's IIQW how il WZI!I otlgin81ly ltlougllt llll6 tnlnQ Wll5 going to work. yes, 
el<IICIIy. BeeaUIJII our goal is to lllll!.llllly doiii-IH(IIl-iJUal~. 81r0rdabla lleallll cern for PIIOIMe and to reform ~toe 
system so oosts !llmt uolno down and people start ge111ng • bet.flitt bii"Q for !he buck. And 1 make no SDOfogle& for 
mat 

And let me julll meke one J•st point aboYI this. TM Idea !hat you would shut doWn !he uowmment unleu yov 
prewnt 30 miNion people from geltlno heallh ,..,. Is • ~ idM. What you ShoUld be thinking about IB now can we 
advance .n<l !ml)t'I)Wl Wl(ofa tor rnltltfle.dl!l88 tamlll&s to hiiW some eecul1ty IJO !hat if ~Y work h~rd. they om gat 
!!head and tl\1!1r ldda can 0111 ahead. 

Je8slcaYellln. 
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Q Thank you, Mr. Preaklent. Mel folloWing on wttflt you juflt aBid, f!<tpt.~blll::&ns irt ltle How;., mlgllt give you !hat 
<:hili"* soon to 411111fll' sJiow 111e g....emment to shut doWn or soo Ol:latTr.ealfe tlefuntll!d. WOuld you CllOOIIC lo let tile 

govemmt~nt el'lut dQW!lto ensure V.t Ob!IITI&oarft remal05 fvrrd~? 

Ti1E PRESIDEIIIT: wen, I'm not QOing to eogaoe In hypot~M~lieal!!. 1-feU you lM\ ll1e American people would 
h- dlmCUIIy undtll'lltllndlng wtw we would weaken ow oconOO'I)I, &hut doWn our uo-nmefll. shut doWn 1/it>l 
~a. haw people Who '"1!! l"!oi1J!1111n11 paid WhO th4Jn CtiO'Igo to [llslaurants. or shop for~. or allll1e other 

thlnga lllet we•,.. <lolng 11ere btlo.lulll!l RepUbllt;arla llllw d'l!!!•u•tnined 1hllt !My ®11' ..,.!'It to aee 1!11•se rolksuttt 

hYI!Il cat'IJ, 

Agtttn, tile)' us.IJ 10 !ISY !hay 11a4 a repi!IDtn'l411'!l Tllat newr actually afliya(l, rtgllt? I meen, I'W t.m Mmfno at:>oot 
1111• wilola ltlfll&~ tiling ror 1wt> yeam - n<m 1 jtllll dOn't hsw abOUt It, boo:auae bll6i011lly IIley don't hliiiE! an 
agenda 10 pn!1Ade heslthlt>aurance to po!Opla at atro!'llrlble rataa. An<l ll1e ld69 ltliJI yoo would ohu( doWn !h"' 
goveiTiflliJf!t 11111111me wmrn the recoWI)' If g61t111Q 8Qil1e ~clion; wh- we'm growing. Bltllough not as fast as-
1'146d to: Wll9re the IIOUatng mlll'kalls lllCCMI!Ing. aiUIDuah not •s falJI ae- WOUld Uke; that we would predj)llal8 

""olllar C11&1& h.e In Wllllhlngton lll.tlt no &al110111illt tnlnkslse good Idea- I'm 1186Umlno !hal IIley wdl not ~ lhat 
paltl. lllaw oonft<IM<:alll!l! commCII1 sense,ln ltle 1!11\d, Will PJ'QVCIII. 

Q And If !My do, air, you Willllawto l11llkb 11181 CllOICIJ? 

THE PRESIDENT; Wfill aee wh!l! hllpp<tM. We'w got 11 MUple of mQolhB. 

THE PfllilSIDENT: Fairly roeanlly. yes. f'fobti!Jy rtjJlltllGtore !hey left. 

Q Thank you, Mr. Pret1<1ant. Part at' tile polltiaallogle behlnlllmmigrallon rerorm was ill& !tlrooll s!rowlfl!l by Latino 
voterlllafit NoV~Jmbftr. Tl1at !looon't ...m to msonate with • lot af House Republican& wl\o ra~W!'It 

overwtlalmlngly whit. dl!drids. Wlu!t olher ~ lavenlQe Ctm you 1!11ng to b8ar to help move a bill in Itt& Houe&? 

THI'i PReSJOENT: Well, we'IIIIIJol an economio l'f!I)Ort !hat show$ that our economy ~ld be fl tri!Uon dOIIMB 
atronger If wo get lrrnnlgrll!lon refotm dm1&. we've got evldertealllat our housing mmf(et woola lx! stronger tr 
Immigrants are in • s~IIOn In which, hllv!ng paid aline, having paid beCk taxe&, that \hey now Mw the abRI!y to 
eotu!lllly ants.r Into the hou•ftlg Mil-. wa've got $\rong evidence 111at out tecnnOIOQla.l arn:l "'saarcn edQ9 would 
be better If we gat Immigration refotm <lone. 

We know that th" SOOsta bill 81refliJII'lens bQ!der aecutll)l, puts unpreatde~led ~"' on top or 11'18 
unprece<len(t!d reaoureea l'w aiA!tldy put intO boftler SOOI.If1ty, So tf your m!l!n Pflortly is botder aeCUI1ty, I'd think 
ygy'd I'IIIJU 112 .,q'* ror !NJJ ~Ill. W.l<.n.ow that. IJ'Ie sanate bill Cf811tes a &ylltam In Wllldl 11mployet'll are held 
acooun!ablct for Wilen IIley hfm und~ WO!IIem. illl& Je llO!ll!lihlr1Q !hal people say is a bad ltlin{j. I agnl8. 

Let'& make aum lllat that IIY$t.m for holding employers •~tabla Ia In place, 

So wmrn I ~aarlha oppolllllon to ilmllg!111ion rererm. 1 )1181: run~MlYgh l.he llat orm~ng~; !hey'"' an'loame;:t about, 1 
lOOk at what the Sen•~& 1111 dooa, 8llll 1 say to mynlf, you linow What. the Senate bill•dually lmprows the •lll.lation 
on 1!1\II!!IY laaua lllst !hey MY fhty'!ll cafteamed llbout. 

Now, what !hey ma.y IU'(Iue Ia ft ooean't solve the problem 100 percent. I don't know at.... th.at alllvall a prolllem 100 
per;;ont. SodiiJ &!CUrtly lllllld miiiiOM at 111nlo~ ollt af poverty, ll!Jt Clem are 81111 some poor lii!Oiors. Tlle CMI 
R.lght$/'d J111d fM Va!jng Rll)l'liB Act !lm81Jc8My reduao<i discrirnlnlJI!on In Amertca, I>Yt fh(lre's stlH di!SC11mlnatloo. 

Thill <loa•~'\ ma,~ tl'lem bad 19WB, II )U&t ~• that t.t......""" v&IY ff!MI human prublem::~lh;o\ are 100 pi!lroent 

lofllllbltJ. 

So whet I 8lHI rtght now is • ltronll' bil)ei'IJ*'11!'11101e oomlng out or the Senate, t think: IIIII! too Speek,er and othem 
!l*va said IIley naoo to da sOOII!Ihlng,lllld I'd urge, whon they gat baclc, to do somelhtnu- put ~rd a bill that 

ha. .r1 owotlunl!y to ~lty pall&. It may not be IJ«<Cisety wh~s in tJ\e Senate bill. My lllal'el9008 would be for 
them to 110 ahead and atQ lha Saoa.ta llill. Bllllf lllay'llll got some eddlttomtl !does, 1 11\ink !he senate Is llappy to 
oonslder ltlem. And gilt tho!t 1:1111 on ftte ltoot, put It up for a \/Ole. 

I am ab.lloiU!aly certain lllllt !he 110!811 for the Senate biR - wtlicf! sf!ltnglht!>ns botdar oowllly; demand& rellpon$1blllty 

trom ulldoc:umenllld wonmm to pay a nne, pay 11 penalty Md gal to lhe back: or !ha line; Nlfellll& our 1eua1 
inlmt(II'IIIUill'l ~m; IIOids employers IICOOIII1feble - 1 am abaolutely connqant 11\;ot If that bill wae on lha noor or tne 
Houee, "~Wuld .,. •. 

So the cllalfengs riglll now Is not !hat 1hent anrn't • ll'llllorib' of Ho..- M81llll8ra, Just liKe a mafOOty of Senate 
tnafll~"*· who 11!1'1ln'l pN!pll'l!\1 to aupport tflle llm. The prolllem lsll'ltemal Republie~~n aoueua pOIIIIG'II. AM that's 
what 1he Ame~n peoplt don't Wlllll us to be WO(lylng about. Don't WOIT)I about your Washlng~~;>n poliijas, Sal.e 
prubltma. 
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Anti 1hls Ia one whare you'w adlUIIIy got- pretty broad conNnsua. I don't ktlow an tlisua Where you've got 
labor. 1he Cnlll!lber Of Co~.IM!Ilgel~. llllld.m 91'0UPD- you fttt1111J tt.- &JfliX'rtl"" of a blR. L..ra 091. it 
dono. 

END 4:00P.M. EDT 
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