Wyden, Udall Question the Value and Efficacy of Phone Records
Collection in Stopping Attacks

Friday, June 7, 2013

Washington, D.C. — U.5. Senators Ron Wyden (D-Cre.) and Mark Udall (D-Colo.) fssued the folfowing loint statement

chaffenging chaims that bk phone recond colfection by the infefigence Communily has baen “g criicel tool in protecting the
naiion.” Widen and Lidaff are members of the Senate Inteligence Commitiee.

“In our capacity as members of the S3snate Select Commities an Intelligencs, we have spent years examining the
intelligence coliection operations that have besh secretly authorized under the USA Patriot Act. Based on this
sxperence, we respectiully but firmiy disagree with the way that this program has been described by senlor
administration officlals.

After years of review, we belleve statements that this very broad Pairiot Act collection has been "a critical tool In
proteciing the nation” do not appear to hald up under closs scrutiny. We remain unconvinced that the secret
Patriot Act collection has actually provided any uniquely valuable Inteligence. As far as we can see, all of the
ussful Information that It has provided appears to have also besn avallable through other collection methods that
do not violate the privacy of law-ablding Americans In the way that the Palriot Act colleciion dees. We hope that
President Obama will probe the basls for these assertions, as we have.

We also disagres with the statement that the broad Patriot Act colleclion sirikes the “right balance” between
pmhetlng American I.Gl.ll"'ty and nruhetlnu Americans’ I'II'“"I.G!'. In our view It does not. When Americans call
thelr frisnds and family, whom they call, when they call, and whers they call from Is privats Information. We
balleve the |Il‘ﬂ.-l¢lll callecton of this Information I'I! the ﬂﬂ'rl‘ll‘lﬂl‘ll has & vory ilﬂl‘llﬂﬂl‘ll Impncl ahn
Ammaricans’ HH‘I"IG?. whether senlor gwnmm-nt afficlals Hﬁﬂﬂﬂllﬁ that fact or not.

Finally, we have long besn concernsd about the degres to which this collection has relled on "secret law.”
Benlor administration officlals have stated on multiple occaslons that the Pafriot Act's business records’
authority Is “analogous to a grand Jury subpoena.” And multipie senlor officials have stated that U3 Intelliigence
agencles do not collect Information or dasslers an “milllons of Americans.” We appreclate the recent statoment
from the Director of Natonal Intelligence, which declassified certaln facts abaut this coliectlon, Including Iis
braadth. Now that the fact of bulk collecton has been declassifled, we bellove that more Information about the
scale of the callection, and specifically whether It Involves the records of ‘'millions of Americans' should be
declessified as well. The American people must be given the opportunity to evaluate the facts about this program
and Its broad scope for themselves, so that this debate can begin In earmest.”
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Phone metadata can expose personal relationships, health
issues & family affairs to prying eyes of gov't agencies
1.usa.gov/19Q1Ngo
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