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   UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE
   REVIEW AUTHORITY: DONALD A. JOHNSTON
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 E.O. 12958: DECL: 2/25/03
 TAGS:    PGOV, PHUM, PTER, PINS, ASEC, PINR, CO
 SUBJECT:   MILITARY AND POLICE BEGIN CLEARLY CRACKING DOWN ON
 PARAMILITARIES AROUND CARLOS CASTANO

 REF:   A)  BOGOTA 1816  B) BOGOTA 1249    (C) BOGOTA 2036 (D) BOGOTA
 2035

 CLASSIFIED BY CHARGE O.P. GARZA.   REASONS: 1.5(B&D).

 1. (U)   THIS IS AN ACTION CABLE.  SEE PARA II.
 2.   (C)  SUMMARY:  A SERIES OF CLEAR-CUT INCIDENTS RECENTLY
 DEMONSTRATES THAT GOC AUTHORITIES ARE BEGINNING TO DO MORE THAN
 JUST TALK ABOUT CRACKING DOWN ON PARAMILITARISM -- PARTICULARLY IN
* THE HEARTLAND OF CARLOS CASTANO' S ACCU.  SEVERAL ARMY AND POLICE
 OFFICERS HAVE BEEN ARRESTED FOR COLLABORATING WITH PARAMILITARY
 LEADER CARLOS ClASTANO AND HAVE BEEN FORMALLY CHARGED WITH HOMICIDE
* AND OTHER CRIMES.  ON FEBRUARY 13, POLICE ARRESTED ONE OF CASTANO'S
 CLOSEST SUBORDINATES.   IN A FIREFIGHT WHERE THE GOC SUFFERED

          *                 _
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 CASUALTIES, POLICE AND MARINES KILLED FOUR PARAMILITARIES AND
 FORCED TEN OTHERS TO SURRENDER ON FEBRUARY 18.    IN A RELATED
 DEVELOPMENT, ACCORDING TO PROSECUTORS (PROTECT), THE 22
* PARAMILITARIES WHO SURRENDERED TO THE ARMY ON FEBRUARY 7 -~- AND
 WERE PUBLICLY HANDED OVER TO THE FISCALES FOR INVESTIGATION -- HAVE
 IMPLICATED OTHER MILITARY PERSONNEL IN PARAMILITARY ACTIVITY.  WE
 NOTE THAT THESE LATEST ANTI-PARAMILITARY INCIDENTS HAVE ALL TAKEN
 PLACE SINCE THE DEPARTURE FROM NORTHERN COLOMBIA OF FORMER FIRST
 .DIVISION COMMANDER MG IVAN RAMIREZ AND HIS 17TH BRIGADE COMMANDER
      I   ALEJO DEL RIO                                                 Bi

                            NOTHING IS IRREVERSIBLE, BUT AT LONG
 LAST THOSE DAYS AP        .BE OVER.  END SUMMARY.

 ARMY/POLICE PROTECTORS OF ACCU ARRESTED

 3.   (U)  ONE ARMY MAJOR AND FOUR POLICE OFFICERS ARE NOW UNDER
 ARREST FOR COLLABORATING WITH PARAMILITARY WARLORD CARLOS CASTANO.
 ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS, PROSECUTORS FROM THE FISCALIA'S HUMAN
 RIGHTS UNIT SPENT SEVERAL MONTHS INVESTIGATING ALLEGATIONS OF
 CLANDESTINE LINKS BETWEEN CASTANO AND MEMBERS OF THE SECURITY
* FORCES, AND ON FEBRUARY 9 ASKED POLICE DIRECTOR SERRANO TO HAVE
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 THREE. POLICE OFFICERS ARRESTED.  THE FOLLOWING DAY, THE THREE MEN
 WERE TAKEN INTO CUSTODY BY FELLOW POLICE PERSONNEL IN SAN JACINTO,
 BOLIVAR DEPARTMENT.  PROSECUTORS MADE A SIMILAR REQUEST ON FEBRUARY
 16 TO ARMY COMMANDER GENERAL GALAN, WHO ON FEBRUARY 17 ORDERED THE
 ARREST OF AN ARMY MAJOR IN MONTERIA, CORDOBA DEPARTMENT (A
 NOTORIOUS CASTANO STRONGHOLD).   THE MEN ARE BEING CHARGED FORMALLY
 WITH HOMICIDE, CONSPIR~~~jjj~CONTRACT MURDER (I.E., TO HIRE
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 "SICARIOS"), AND DIRECT INVOLVEMENT IN ILLEGAL PARAMILITARY GROUPS.

 4. (U)  UNTIL THE TIME OF HIS ARREST, ARMY MAJOR EDUARDO SANTOS
IVERGUERRA WAS SERVING AS DEPUTY COMMANDER OF THE 11TH BRIGADE'S
1 33RD INFANTRY BA¶ETALION "JUNIN;" HEADQUARTERED IN MONTERIA.  THE
 THREE ARRESTED POLICE OFFICERS (AJIBERTO BELTRAN ESTREMOR, JUAN
* CARLOS SILVA GELVES, AND OSCAR SOLANO PEDRAZA) HAD BEEN SERVING AS
 THE COMMANDERS OF POLICE STATIONS IN THE NORTHERN BOLIVAR TOWNS OF
 EL GUANO, SAN JUAN NEPOMUCENO, AND SAN JACINTO RESPECTIVELY,
 ANOTHER AREA LONG CONSIDERED TO BE A CASTANO STRONGHOLD.   THE MEN
 WERE TRANSFERRED TO BOGOTA TO TESTIFY ABOUT THEIR ALLEGED
 INVOLVEMENT IN THE NOVEMBER 6 MURDER OF THE MAYOR-ELECT OF SAN
 JACINTO.  MEMBERS OF THE FISCALIA'S TECHNICAL INVESTIGATIVE CORPS
 (CTI) AND OF THE DAS (ADMINISTRATIVE DEPARTMENT OF SECURITY) ALSO
 ARRESTED TWO CIVILIANS IN CONNECTION WITH THIS CASE.
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 DEPUTY COMMANDER OF AUC CAPTURED

 6.  (U)  ON FEBRUARY 13, POLICE IN ANTIOQUIA DEPARTMENT ARRESTED
 EDWIN ALVAREZ CALVINO, AKA "PELUSA," BELIEVED TO BE SECOND IN
 COMMAND OF THE "AUTODEFENSAS UNIDAS DE COLOMBIA" (AUC) AFTER CARLOS
 CASTANO.  ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS, THE POLICE BELIEVE "PELUSA"
 MAY HAVE BEEN INVOLVED IN AS MANY_AS 200 MURDERS IN ANTIOQUIA AND
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 AT THE TIME OF HIS ARREST WAS CARRYING A LIST TARGETING FORMER
 MAYORS, FORMER COUNCIL MEMBERS, AND NGO LEADERS FOR MURDER.

 ----------------------------------------------------
 PARAS CAPTURED AFTER FIRE FIGHT:  GOC TAKES CASUALTIES
 ----------------------------------------------------

 7.  (U)  ON FEBRUARY 17, POLICE AND MARINES IN SAN ONOFRE, SUCRE
 DEPARTMENT, KILLED FOUR PARAMILITARIES IN COMBAT AND DETAINED TEN
 OTHERS.  THEY ALSO SEIZED A GRENADE LAUNCHER, GUNS AND AMMUNITION,
 AS WELL AS DOCUMENTS INDICATING THE PARAMILITARIES BELONGED TO
 CASTANO'S ACCU.  TWO POLICE WERE KILLED AND FOUR INJURED IN THE
 CLASH.   IN SEPARATE INCIDENTS, FOUR CONVIVIR (RURAL SECURITY
 COOPERATIVE) MEMBERS WERE RECENTLY ARRESTED IN ANTIOQUIA FOR
 ALLEGED INVOLVEMENT IN THE AUGUST 14 MASSACRE OF TEN LUMBERJACKS,
 WHILE THE HEAD OF A CONVIVIR IN ARAUCA DEPARTMENT IS ALSO UNDER
 ARREST IN CONNECTION WITH A SPATE OF VIOLENT DEATHS IN RECENT
 MONTHS.

 SURRENDERED PAPAS SING TO FISCALES

 8.  (C)  AFTER APPARENTLY RUNNING OUT OF AMMUNITION IN
 CONFRONTATIONS WITH THE GUERRILLAS, TWENTY-TWO PARAMILITARIES (VICE
 23 AS ORIGINALLY REPORTED) SURRENDERED TO THE ARMY NEAR THE
 PANAMANIAN BORDER ON FEBRUARY 7 (REF B).  THE 17TH BRIGADE, .UNDER
 A NEW COMMANDER SINCE THE DEPARTURE OF GENERAL DEL RIO AT THE END
 OF THE YEAR, PUBLICLY HANDED THE PAPAS OVER TO THE FISCALIA FOR
 INVESTIGATION.  * (COMMENT: THE FACT THAT THEY WERE HANDED OVER
 PUBLICLY BY THE ARMY TO PROSECUTORS IS A FIRST AS FAR AS WE ARE
 AWARE, AT LEAST ON THIS SCALE.  END COMMENT.)  A FISCALIA
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 PAGE .04        BOGOTA 02097 02 OF 03   262123Z
 (PROSECUTOR'S OFFICE) SOURCE TOLD POLOFF ON FEBRUARY 25 THAT THE
 PARAS HAVE IMPLICATED MILITARY PERSONNEL IN THEIR ACTIVITIES.
 THEIR JUDICIAL STATUS WILL BE DETERMINED BY THE END OF THIS WEEK.

 CONCLUDING COMMENT

 9. (C)    COMMENT: THIS CRACKDOWN COMES IN THE WAKE OF THE GOC'S
 PUBLIC INSISTENCE IN RECENT MONTHS THAT IT WAS SERIOUS ABOUT
 CRACKING DOWN ON PARAMILITARISM.  NEVERTHELESS, THESE INCIDENTS ARE
* THE FIRST SUSTAINED, CONCRETE ACTION THAT WE CAN POINT TO CLEARLY
 PUTTING THIS POLICY INTO PRACTICE.  TAKEN TOGETHER WITH THE ARREST
* OF VICTOR CARRANZA (REF C) AND THE MILITARY'S APPARENT NON-
 INVOLVEMENT IN OVERBLOWN CLAIMS OF PARAMILITARY MASSACRES IN PTO.
 ASIS (REF D), IT SUGGESTS THAT WE MAY BE CROSSING A WATERSHED ON
 THE NETTLESOME ISSUE OF THE MILITARY-PARAMILITARY NEXUS, AT LEAST
 IN PART OF THE COUNTRY.

                                                                  1, 1.5(D)

 NNNNPTQ813O

                                             PTQ813O

 PAGE 01         BOGOTA 02097 03 OF 03   262123Z
 ACTION ARA-Ol
 INFO  LOG-00    ACDA-08 ACDE-00  INLB-0l  AID-00 ACQ-01   INL-01
       DS-00     EB-QO   IM-Ol    TEDE-QO  INR-00 ADS-00   MMP-00
       SCT-00    ASDS-01 DSCC-00  DRL-04   MR-00  SAS-00    /018w
                    -----------------20B555  262133Z /38
 0 262058Z FEB 98
 FM AMEMBASSY BOGOTA
 TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 1672
 INFO AMEMBASSY PANAMA
 DEPT OF JUSTICE WASHDC
* SECDEF WASHDC
* DEPT OF TREASURY WASHDC
 USIA WASHDC 3946
 NSC WASHDC
* USCINCSO MIAMI FL
 DIRONDCP WASHDC
 CIA WASHDC

                                      n/a
                                                                    Page: 6

                                      UNCLASSIFIED.



                                          UNCLASSIFIED
                                                                          Page: 7
                                          n/a

 DIA WASHDC
 FBI WASHDC

 DIRNSA FT GEORGE G MEADE MD
 SECDEF WASHDC//OCDEPS//
 NDIC JOHNSTOWN PA
 DEA WASHDC

                  i2jm    SECTION 03 OF 03 BOGOTA 002097

 PAGE 02        BOGOTA   02097  03 OF 03     262123Z
 STATE FOR ARA/AND, DRL AND INL (BEERS)
 NSC FOR JAMES DOBBINS
 ONDOP FOR JANET CRIST
 SOU'I'HCOM ALSO FOR POLAD
 DEA FOR OF, OFL, OC, AX
 JUSTICE FOR CRIM. WARREN, RICHARD AND NDDS/VANVLIET
 FBI FOR CID/IRS/IRU2
 USIA FOR AR, I/OAR
 TREASURY FOR FINCEN

 E.O. 12958: DECL: 2/25/03
 TAGS:   PGOV, PHUM, PTER, PINS, ASEC, PINR, CO
 SUBJECT:  MILITARY AND POLICE BEGIN CLEARLY CRACKING DOWN ON
 PARAMILITARIES AROUND CARLOS CASTANO

~      2X1 ~Ar~Am~ 1Q1~  W~\  V~iArr~ 1)AQ   tr~ ~          ,rV~ Pnrn'r~

                                                                       1, 1.5(D)

 REQUESTED ACTION

                                                                          Page: 7

                                          UNCLASSIFIED



                                      UNCLASSIFIED
                                                                     Page: 8
                                      n/a

         -*`** L  ***

 PAGE 03           BOGOTA 02097 03 OF 03 262123Z

* 11.    C)                                                                Bi

                               ARZ

 NNNN

                                  ~n/a                               Page: 8

                                      UNCLASSIFIED


	19980226_002
	dif excised version
	Document52

