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Swbjocts Hesting of Task Farce cm Laos, March 7, 1961

Bovizw of Decicicns Hosched at ¥hite Horse Mesting

Ir. Psrsons reviesed the decisicns which had bean reached at the N
aite House mesting of March 3, o
~

1. Ycrzulation of plana by Defense for the reczpture of the Plaine
des Jarres.

2. Irterdepartmental meeting to zpprove these plans.

8ince Adairal Felt and Chisf PEO are retwrning to Washington on
¥odnopdxy, March 8, it was decided thet it would be preferable to wait

3
fc thair return bafere holding this meeting. z;z
3, Advissbility of Asbassador Johnson's going to Phnom Pesh to *E
ses fouvama Phocas, After discussing this idea in the Departaent, it -
<z,
%‘“&
P
)
o

vas dacided inctead to inrtruct Acbasgador Trinble to see Socuvanna
Fhooems., The pocsibility of Asbassadar Brown's going to Phnom Penh would
then be cxsmined., Acbassador Trimble'!s report on his talk with Souvanm

w3 reviewnd.
, k., Efforts to broaden govermxzent. Phoumi is going to Phnom Penh
to 1meet with Soavearma on March 9. 5

5. Osnsral Gavin should see General de Gaulle to request greater 5
French cooperation., It was decided that it was still a little early to . Iy
procecd with this mstter. 2

6. Acziral Felt and a PED officer should be brought back to Y
:Washingten for consultations. They are arriving March 8. .

‘7. Advisability of Admiral Felt's going to Laos after his visit ‘ Yy
to Waghington. This matter will be considered a few days hence. 2

8. Departzant should. give maxbmmz publicity to expcse Russian %g
build-up of Pathet Lac foreces. 7y

=
: It was noted that to do more than what was now being dome vould .
require our snswering what we were prepered to do to stop this build-up. gé
British f:é%
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rqmﬁumwuth&dotpo-
pocel for recalling the ICC im New Dolhi ves revieved. It was moted
mtmmtwmummmuummunn;um
mtmmmmemm-umeuumngom
t to Mold private discussions
wait for the cutoeme of & pxmber of
fere giving our answer (1.s., cesments

i
§

in Phmca Penh),

Ia intredueing the oa recacmended oourses of actiom
Er, Parsons zoted thet “’n always beea recogrised that for {h
Feutral Eations Coxxissiea proposal to have any chance of suceess, thare
Mhhnohuntotntrun;uhpcr-mtbothcnihhm
éxn 1ts acstivities. Since we did mot move im STATO anmd the offensive
t;z.imt.h-nniahahrruhunotmoéod,m:chmnthhchu
t.aduzplnnthhntthntv-hvthlmmucma.

It wvas moted that the Cozmurist bloc sonsidered the conquest of
Wmulmhmmtnﬁ:thrppcmhathaﬁh
adiress itself to that question. :

After oonsidersbls discussiom, it wes agreed that Defense should

mike reccazendations as to vhat oould be done
i - I———————
25X . / ’

1 Consideration vill be given 1o the ssbstantive position we shomld
take =t the SELATO Mimisterial Moeoting.

. Couidcaﬂonvmmﬂmtovhntmvonldbtomppcrtm
train the FAL if the situatiom contimues as at Fceasent, : '
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ine Pplies

The jrodlex of polies foros was krought up. It vas pointed out
that the sutlorised cczplement vhick we had sgreed to fizance was
3,200 men. Fhouxi kad rzised this foree to 12,000 vithout pricr con-
sultationm vith va and ICA irsisted that it wonld only pay and train
the erigiral 3,200, Thus thare was s floating group sbout wvhick a
decision had to be taken. The questiom ves; What vas to be the role
of the polioce? The missiom of the originmal 3,200 force vas to maln-
tain lav and order and included a special branch, Phoumi now vented
to btuild wp a para-xilitary force along the lines of the Melay police.

It was decided that: (a) we sbould sesk an opinicn from the
Country Team; (b) 4f the increased force level is approved, request
Departnsnt of Defense's vievs as to their military value; (c) this
matter vould alsoc be discussed with Admiral Felt as Ambassador Brown

had reccmmsanded.

SKE

, it ven agreed that an interdepart=ent group should meet
as soon as possible to cocsider a SNIE setting forth the basis for

poseible oourses of action.

March 8, 1961
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