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-SUBJECT: SOUTH KOREA: GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO STUDENT
OPPOSITION ROLE

1. THE FOLLOWING IS A SUMMARY OF A RECENTLY PUBLISHED INR
ASSESSMENTS AND RESEARCH INTELLIGENCE REPORT DRAFTED BY
DEAN WELTY, INR/EAP. THE FULL REDORT WILL BE SENT TO YOU
BY POUCH.

2. STUDENT OPPOSITION TO THE NEW GOVERNMENT OF PRESIDENT
CHUN DOO HWAN REMAINS THE GREATEST IMMEDIATE THREAT TO
POLITICAL STABILITY IN THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA. TRADITION-
ALLY DEVOTED TO A ROLE AS THE "NATION'S CONSCIENCE" IN
RESISTING GOVERNMENT CORRUPTION AND REPRESSION, STUDENTS
HAVE CATALYZED THE OVERTHROW OF TWO GOVERNMENTS IN THE PAST
20 YEARS. THEY REMAIN THE LEAST LIKELY AMONG DISSIDENT
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ELEMENTS-~INCLUDING OTHER INTELLECTUALS, WORKERS, JOURNAIL-
ISTS, RELIGIOUS GROUPS,  AND POLITICIANS--TO BE AMENABLE TO
CHUN'S ATTEMPTS TO ENLIST COOPERATION WITH HIS "NEW ERA"
POLICY.
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3. ONE OF THE PRINCIPAL POLITICAL OBJECTIVES OF CHUN'S
FIFTH REPUBLIC THUS IS TO ESTABLISH AN ATMOSPHERE OF
DIALOGUE AND RESPONSIVENESS TO REPLACE THE CONFRONTATIONAT
MOOD THAT CHARACTERIZED THE LATTER YEARS OF THE LATE~
PRESIDENT PARK CHUNG HEE'S ADMINISTRATION AND THE SUBSE-
QUENT TRANSITIONAL PERIOD. CHUN'S BLUEPRINT FOR ACHIEVING
THIS GOAL IS TWO-PRONGED:

—--A PROGRAM OF REFORM DESIGNED TO DEFUSE AND RESOLVE
CONTENTIOUS ISSUES BEFORE THEY BECOME UNMANAGEABLE,
AND

~--A SYSTEM OF TIGHT CONTROLS OVER OPPOSITION ACTIVITIES.

4. THIS APPROACH HAS BEEN LARGELY SUCCESSFUL THUS FAR IN
CONTAINING STUDENT PROTESTS AND PREVENTING THE DEVELOPMENT
OF ANY BROAD-BASED SUPPORT FOR STUDENT CAUSES. DETERIORA-
TION IN THE ECONOMY OR ANY SIGNIFICANT SHIFT BY THE GOVERN-
MENT TOWARD A MORE RESTRICTIVE AND DICTATORIAL STYLE,
HOWEVER, COULD GENERATE A DESTABILIZING COALITION BETWEEN
STUDENTS AND OTHER OPPOSITION ELEMENTS. THIS DOES NOT
APPEAR LIKELY IN THE FORESEEABLE FUTURE. STOESSEL
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