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E.0. 12356: ODECL: OADR
TAGS: PTER: PHUM: PE
BARRIOS ALTOS MASSACRE:

SUBJECT:
- ONE HONTH LATER

REFS: A) LINA 15438 B) LIMA 15735
L (C) SUHMARY: THE JNVESTIGATION INTO THE .

. NOVEMBER 3 BARRIOS ALTOS MASSACRE APPEARS T0 BE
KINDIKG DOWN TO AN INCONCLUSIVE EXD. THE GOP
HAS SHOWN LITTLE "POLITICAL WILL™ TO FIND THE
CULPRITS: WHON OST OBSERVERS HOW BEL IEVE WERE
ROGUE ELEMERTS IN THE SECURITY FORCES. LENDING
CREDEXCE 70O THIS: THE ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OFFICE
TOOK THE CASE AWAY FROM A PROSECUTOR
SPECIALIZING IN TERRORISH AND ASSIGNED IT 79 &
COMMON CRIMES PROSECUTOR. FURTHER: T NOW SEEMS
CLEAR THAT THE PERPETRATORS DID USE SILENCERS,
CONTRARY TO PREVIOUS REPORTS. THE CONFUSION
OVER THE USE OF SILENGERS APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN A
DEL IBERATE ATTEMPT T0 OBFUSCATE THE FACTS AND
DIVERT SUSPICION FROM SECURITY FORCES: WHO ARE
KNOWN 70 USE SILEKCERS. END SUMMARY.

1. (C) A MONIH AFTER THE NOVEMBER 3 BARR1OS
ALTOS MASSACRE: THE GOP HAS MADE LITTLE PROGRESS
I8 GETTING TO THE BOTTOM OF THE KILLINGS. ONE
LEADIRG DAILY BASICALLY SUMMED THINGS UP:
“INVESTIGATION OF THE KILLINGS AT BARRIGS ALTOS
PARTY CONTINUES AT NAUGKT." THE FOLLONING 1S AN
UPDATE O THE CURRENT STATE OF PLAY.

[VESTIGATION COMING TO A STANDSTILL

3. G) THE INVESTIGATION INTO THE NOVEMBER 3

BARRIOS ALTOS MASSACRE REF A) IS CONING TO L]

HCONCLUSIVE DEAD-END: ACCORDING TO[BR:
AUTE, A-bB
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LESS-THAN THOROUGH INVESTIGATION PETERS OUT,

THE PROSECUTOR ASSIGNED T0 THE CASE» WITH NO ONE

TO CHARGE: WILL THEN EITHER CLOSE THE CASE oR ‘
RETURK THE FILE TO THE.POLICE FOR FURTHER

INVESTIGATIONS. FETVIAJTHOUGHT THAT ANY REAL

INVESTIGATION WOUTD“TOGICALLY™ LEAD TO THE

MILITARY OR POLICE SEGURITY UNITS. HOWEVER: THE

"NECESSARY POLITICAL WILL+" HE SHRUGGED: DID NOT

EXIST FOR AN IN-DEPTH INVESTIG I
SECURITY FORCES. "EI'EASED IN PART
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- SFVERAL HORTHS BEFORE THE KPLLINGS.

COF:THE ‘ATTOR

¥ DISINGERUOUSLY 1

PRESUME THAT TERRORISTS HAD
CARRIED OUT THE MASSACRE; THEREFORE THE CASE
PROPERLY BELONGED WITH A COMMON CRIMES
PROSECUTOR,  FARRATRANADID HOT EXPLAIN WHY THE
ATTORNEY GENERAL TOGK SOME 28 DAYS TO FINALLY
DECIDE WHICH PROSECUTOR WOULD INVESTIGATE THE
CASE.

. SILENCERS WERE USED IN NASSACRE

IN A APPARENTLY DELBERATE ATTEMPT TO
OBFUSCATE THE SITUATION: AT LEAST ONE POLICE
REPORT WIDELY QUOTED BY THE HEDIA DERIED THAT
THE ASSAILANTS HAD USED SILENCERS. SUBSEQUENT
INFORKATION FROM A VARIETY OF CONTACTS GCOKFIRNED
THAT SILENCERS AVAILABLE-TO THE POLICE OR ,
HILITARY: WERE USED.-Tk"POLTGE CONTACT WITH]
JEXTENS IVE COUNTER-TERRORISK: FIELD. EXPERIENCE
"SURVEYED THE SCENE WITH POLOFFS AND CONCLUDED
THAT THE MASSACRE HAD TO HAVE BEEN CARRIED OUT
BY ELEMENTS WITHIN THE POLICE. HE CLAIMED Ko
INSIDE KHOMLEDGE ABOUT THE INCIDENT. HONEVER:
HE ARGUED THAT THE IMNEDIATE PROXIMITY OF FOUR
POLICE FACITITIES MADE (T HIGHLY IKPROBABLE THAT
ANY OTHER SECURITY FORCES DID IT.

SERATE HAY HAKE COMMISSION INTO THE KILLINGS
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6. (SECRET/NOFORM} SEVERAL CONGRESSIONAL
INTERPOLATIONS OF THE MINISTERS OF INTERIOR AND

DEFENSE BASICALLY CAME UP ¥ITH KOTHING AS THE
COVERNMENT WITHESSES FUMBLED WETH UNCONVINCING
AHSWERS.  THE SENATE IS REPORTEDLY COHSIDERING
CREATING AN IRVESTIGATING COMMISSION INTO THE
HASSACRE,  INFORMED SPECULATION SUGGESTS LEFT/ST
SENATOR JAVIER DIEZ GANSECO¥ILL EITHER HEAD T} !
COMMISSION/OR BE A MEKBER. [FOVEZ CARSECH- 5™y
PREVIOUSLY.{LEAKED GOVERNMENT DOCURERTS 10 THE
PRESS INDICATING THE THE SECURITY FORCES HAD HAD
THE SITE OF THE MASSACRE UNDER SURVE JLLANCE
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“THE SEGURITY FORCES WERE ACTUALLY ENGAGED [N

~ IMMEDIATE  SECRET INCOMING

: . DEPARTMENT OF §
T ARA/NEA REARC

"Bl

SURVETLLAKCE: )

1. (C) A STAFFER FOR THE NATIGNAL HUMAN RIGHTS
COORDINATOR SAID IT HAD KOT BEEN ASKED 7o TAKE A
FORMAL ROLE IN THIS CASE. THE STAFFER OFFERED
THAT THIS COULD INDICATE THAT THE WICT)HS ¥ERE
IX FACT HEMBERS OF SENDERO LUMINOSO (SL).

FAMILY OF SL WEMBERS: SAID THE STAFFER, NERE
LESS LIKELY THAN OTHERS TO DENOUNCE THE DEATHS
OF FALLER SL MENBERS TO HUMAN RIGHTS

ORGARIZAT ONS. .

8. () COMNENT: THERE 1S NO HIGH (EVEL
POLITICAL PRESSURE T0 ROOT OUT THE CULPRITS X

THIS CASE. PRESIDERT FUJIMOR! HAS HOT NADE A

PUBLIC ISSUE OF IT: NOR HAS THE CONGRESS S0 FAR

INSISTED ON RESULTS., THE POLICE HAVE OBFYSCATED '
KEY ASPECTS OF THE CRIME AND THE ATTORNEY

GENERAL'S OFFICE APPARENTLY HOW HAS DECIDED 70

PUT IT OH THE BACK BURNER. |H-HoUSE MiLITARY

INVESTIGATIONS ARE ONGOING. BUT THERE IS NO - ’

GUARANTEE, THAT THE CULPRITS: EVEN [F DISCOVERED: .
¥OULD BE PUBLICLY PURISHED. UKLESS THE

PRESIDENT AND HIS SECURITY GHIEFS DECIDE To GET

TO THE BOTTOM OF THIS CASE: IT IS LIKELY To FADE

ANAY AS ANOTHER UNRESOLVED ABUSE. END COMMENT.
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