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QUESTION OF TRUST TIME
BY MICHAEL DUFEY AND JAMES CARNEY
TIME MAGAZINE

JULY 14 2003

THESTATE OF THE UNION MESSAGE IS ONE OF AMERICAS GREATEST INVENTIONS CONCEIVED BY THE

FOUNDERS TO FORC9 POWERFUL CHIEF EXECUTIVE TO REPORT TO PUBLIC SUSPICIOUS OF KINGS DELIVERED

TO JOINT SESSION OFCONGRESS IN DEMOCRACYS BIGGEST CATHEDRAL IT IS THE MOST IMPORTANT SPEECH

PRESIDENT GIVES EACH YEAR WRITTEN AND REWRITTEN AND THEN POLISHED AGAIN YET THE ADDRESS GEORGE

VIT BUSH GAVE ON JAM 28 WAS MORE CONSEQUENTIAL THAN MOST BECAUSE HE WASMAKING

REVOLUTIONARY CASE WHY NATION THAT TRADITIONALLY DIDNT START FIGHTS SHOULD WAGE PREEMPTIVE

WAR AS BUSH NOTED THAT NIGHT EVERY YEAR BY LAW AND BY CUSTOM WEMEET HERE TO CONSIDER THE

STATE OF THE UNION THIS YEAR WE GATHER IN THIS CHAMBER DEEPLY AWARE OF DECISIVE DAYS THAT LIE

AHEAD

JUST HOWAWARE WAS BUSH OFTHE ACCURACY OF WHAT HE WAS ABOUT TO SAY DEEP IN HIS 5400WORD
SPEECH WAS SINGLE SENTENCE THAT HAD ALREADY BEEN THE SUBJECT OF CONSIDERABLE INTERNAL DEBATE FOR

YEAR IT WAS LINE THAT HAD LAUNCHED DOZEN MEMOSSEVERAL DIPLOMATIC TUGS OF WAR AND

SOMEMYSTERIOUS LASTMINUTE PENCIL EDITING THE LINETHE BRITISH GOVERNMENTHAS LEARNED THAT

SADDAM HUSSEIN RECENTLY SOUGHT SIGNIFICANT QUANTITIES OF URANIUM FROM AFRICAWASNT THE

BUSH TEAMS STRONGEST EVIDENCE FOR THE CASE THAT SADDAM WANTED NUCLEAR WEAPONSIT WASJUST THE

MOST CONTROVERSIAL SINCE MOST GOVERNMENT EXPERTS FAMILIAR WITH THE STATEMENT BELIEVED IT TO BE

UNSUPPORTABLE

LAST WEEK THE WHITE HOUSE FINALLY ADMITTED THAT BUSH SHOULD HAVE JETTISONED THE CLAIM

DESIGNED TO END LONGSIMMERING CONTROVERSY THE ADMISSION INSTEAD SPARKED BEWILDERING FOUR

DAYS OFCHANGING EXPLANATIONS AND UNUSUALLY NASTY FINGER POINTING BY THE NORMALLY DISCIPLINED

BUSH TEAM THAT PERFORMANCE RAISED ITS OWNQUESTIONS WHICH WENT TO IHE CORE OF THE

ADMINISTRATIONS CREDIBILITY WHERE ELSE DID THE US STRETCH EVIDENCE TO GENERATE PUBLIC SUPPORT

FOR THE WAR IF SO MANYDOUBTED THE URANIUM ALLEGATIONS WHOINSIDE THE GOVERNMENTKEPT PUTTING

THOSE ALLEGATIONS ON THE TABLE AND DID THE CIA GO FAR ENOUGHTO KEEP THE BAD INTELLIGENCE OUT

TO THAT LAST QUESTION AT LEAST THE ANSWERWAS APPARENTLY NOT IN WHAT LOOKED LIKE COMMAND

PERFORMANCE OFPOLITICAL SACRIFICE THE HEAD OFTHE AGENCY THAT EXPRESSED SOME OFTHE STRONGEST

DOUBTS ABO THECLIARGETOOKRESPONSIBILITY FOR THE PRESIDENTS UNSUBSTANTIATED CLAIM THE CIA

APPROVED THE PRESIDENTS STATE OFTHE UNION ADDRESS BEFORE IT WAS DELIVERED SAID CIA DIRECTOR

GEORGETENET IN STATEMENT AM RESPONSIBLE FOR THE APPROVAL PROCESS IN MY AGENCY AND

THE PRESIDENTHAD EVERY REASON TO BELIEVE THAT THE TEXT PRESENTED TO HIM WAS SOUND THESE 16

WORDSSHOULDNEVER HAVE BEEN INCLUDED IN THE TEXT WRITTEN FOR THE PRESIDENT

YET THE CONTROVERSY OVER THOSE 16 WORDSWOULD NOT HAVE ERUPTED WITH SUCH FORCE WERETHEY NOT

EMBLEMATIC OF LARGER CONCERNS ABOUT BUSHS REASONING FOR GOING TO WAR IN THE FIRST PLACE MAKING

THE CASE AGAINST SADDAM LAST YEAR BUSH CLAIMED THAT IRAQS LINKS TO ALQAEDA AND WEAPONS OF

MNSS DESTRUCTION WMDMADETHE COUNTRY AN IMMINENT THREAT TO THE REGION AND EVENTUALLY THE

US HE WRAPPEDTHE EVIDENCE IN THE EVEN MORECONTROVERSIAL DOCTRINE OFPREEMPTION SAYING

AMERICA COULD NO LONGER WAIT FOR PROOF OF ITS ENEMIES INTENTIONS BEFORE LEFENDIN ITSELF
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OVERSEASIT MUST SOMETIMES STRIKE FIRST EVEN WITHOUT ALL THE EVIDENCE IN HAND MUCH OF THE

WORLD WAS APPALLED BY THIS LOGIC BUT CONGRESS AND THE AMERICAN PUBLIC WENT ALONG FOUR

MONTHS AFTER THE WAR STARTED AT LEAST ONE PIECE OF KEY EVIDENCE HAS TURNED OUT TO BE FALSE THE

US HAS YET TO FIND WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION AND AMERICAN SOLDIERS KEEP DYING IN COUNTRY

THAT HAS NOT GREETED ITS LIBERATORS THE WAY THE ADMINISTRATION PREDICTED IT WOULD NOWTHE FALSE

ASSERTION AND THE RISING CASUALTIES ARE COMBINING TO TAKE TOLL ON BUSHS STANDING WITH THE PUBLIC

FOLLOW THE YELLOWCAKE ROAD
HOWDID STORY THAT MUCHOFTHE NATIONALSECURITY APPARATUS REGARDED AS BOGNS WIND UP IN THE

MOST IMPORTANT SPEECH OFBUSHS TEMI THE EVIDENCE SUGGESTS THAT MANY IN THE BUSH

ADMINISTRATION SIMPLY WANTED TO BELIEVE IT THE TALE BEGINS IN THE EARLY 980S WHEN IRAQ MADE

TWOPURCHASES OFURANIUM OXIDE FROM NIGER TOTALING MORE THAN 300TONS KNOWN AS

YELLOWCAKE URANIUM OXIDE IS PARTIALLY REFINED ORE THAT WHEN COMBINED WITH FLUORINE AND

THEN CONVERTED INTO GAS CAN EVENTUALLY BE USED TO CREATE WEAPONSGRADE URANIUM NO ONE

4ISPUTES THAT IRAQ HAD NUCLEARWEAPONSPROGRAM IN THE SOS BUT IT WAS DISMANTLED AFLER THE

FIRST GULFWARTHEN IN THE MID1990S DEFECTORS PROVIDED EVIDENCE THAT SADDAM WAS FLYING TO

RESTART THE PROGRAM

FINALLY LATE IN 2001 THE ITALIAN GOVERNMENT CAME INTO POSSESSION OF EVIDENCE SUGGESTING THAT

IRAQ WAS AGAIN TRYING TO PURCHASE YELLOWCAKE FROM NIGER ROMES SOURCE PROVIDED HAIFA DOZEN

LETTERS AND OTHER DOCUMENTSALLEGED TO BE CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN NIGER AND IRAQI OFFICIALS

NEGOTIATING SALE THE ITALIANS EVIDENCE WAS SHARED WITH BOTH BRITAIN AND THE US

WHEN IT GOT TOWASHIUTONTHE IRAQNIGER URAAIUM REPORT CAUGHT THE EYE OF SOMEONE

IMPORTANT VICE PKESIDE2IT 1MEK CHEACY CHENEYS CHIEF OFSTAFF LEWIS LIBBY 4OKI TIME
THAT DURING ONE OF HIS REGALAR CIA BRIEFINGS VICE PRESIDENT ASKED QUESTION ABOUT

THE IMPLICATION OF THE REPORT OIENEYS INTEREST HARDLY CAME AS SURPRISE HE HAS LONG

BEEN KNOWNTO HARBOR SOME OF THE MAST HARDLINE VIEWS OF SADDAMS NUCLEAR AMBITIONS IT

WAS NOT LONG BEFORE THE AGENCY QUIETLY DISPATCHED VETERAN US ENVOY NAMED JOSEPH
WILSEN TO INVESTIGATE WILSON SEEMED LIKE WISE CHOICE FOR THE MISSION HE HAD BEEN US
AMBASSADOR TO GABON AND HAD ACTUALLY BEEN THE LAST AMERICAN TO SPEAK WITH SADDAM

BEFORE THE FIRST GULF WARWILSON SPENT EIGHT DAYS SLEUTHING IN NIGER MEETING WITH CURRENT

AND FORMERGOOFFICIALS AND BUSINESSMEN HE CAME AWAY CONVINCED THAT THE

ALLEGATIONS WERE UNTRUT WILSU NEVERHAD ACCESS TO TIAEITALIAN DOCUMENTS 2TFD OEVER TILED

WRITTEN REPORT HE TT TIME WHEN HE RETURNED TO WASHINGTON IN EARLY MARCH WILSON

GAVE AN RAL REPORT ABOUT HIS TRIP TO BOTH CIA AND STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS ON MARCH
OF LAST YEAR TBE CIA CIRCULATED MEMOEN THE YELLOWCAKESTORY THAT WAS SENT TOTHE WHITE

HOUSE UMMARIZII WILSONS ASSESSMENT WILSON WAS NOT THE ONLY OFFICIAL LOOKING INTO THE

MATTER NINE DAYS EARLIER THE STATE DEPARTMENTS INTELLIGENCE ARM HADSENT MEMO

DIRECTLY TO SECRETARY OL STATE COHN POWELL THAT ALSO DISPUTED THE ITALIAN INTEHIGENCE
THIELMANN THEN HIGHRANKING OFFICIAL AT STATES RESEARCH UNIT TOLD TIME THAT IT WAS NOT

IN NIGERS SELFIUTEREST TO SELL THE IRAQIS THE DESTABILIZING ORE WHOLE LOT OF THINGS TOLD US

THAT THE REPORT WASBOGUS THIELMANA SAID LATER THIS WASNT HIGHLY CONTESTED THERE

WERENT STRONG ADVOCATES EN THE OTHER SIDE IT VAS DONE SHOT DOWN
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EXCEPT THAT IT WASNT BY LATE SUMMER AT THE VERY MOMENT THAT THE ADMINISTRATION WAS GEARING

UP TO MAKE ITS CASE FOR MILITARY MOBILIZATION THE YELLOWCAKE STORY TOOK ON NEWLIFE IN

SEPTEMBER TONY BLAIRS GOVERNMENT ISSUED 50PAGE DOSSIER DETAILING THE CASE AGAINST SADDAM
AND WHILE MUCH OF THE EVIDENCE IN THE PAPER WAS OLD IT MADETHE FIRST PUBLIC CLAIM THAT IRAQ WAS

SEEKING URANIUM FROM AFRICA AT THE WHITE HOUSE AN FLEISCHER ENDORSED THE BRITISH DOSSIER

SAYING WEAGREE WITH THEIR FINDINGS

THE DOUBTS THAT DIDNT GOAWAY
BY NOW GAP WASOPENING BEHIND THE SCENES BETWEEN WHAT US OFFICIALS WERE ALLEGING IN

PUBLIC ABOUT IRAQS NUCLEAR AMBITIONS AND WHAT THEY WERESAYING IN PRIVATE AFTER TENET LEFT

CLOSED HEARING ON CAPITOLHILL III SEPTEMBER THE IRUCLEAR QUESTION AROSE AND LOWERRAI
OFFICIAL ADMITTED TO THE LAWMAKERS THAT THE AGENCY BAD DOUBTS ABOUT THE VERACITY OFTHE EVIDENCE

ALSO IN SEPTEMBER THE CIA TRI TO PERSUADE THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT TO DROP THE ALLEGATION

COMPLETELY TO THIS DAY LONM STANDSBYIHE CLAIM IN OCTOBER TENET PERSONALLYINTERVENED

WITH NATIONAL SECURITY ADVISER CONDOLEEZZA RICES DEPUTY STEPHEN HADLEY TO REMOVE LINE

ABOUT THE AFRICAN ORE IN SPEECH THAT BUSH WAS GIVING IN CINCINNATI OHIO ALSO THAT MONTH CIA
OFLICIALS INCLUDED THE BRITSYELIOWCAKE STORY IN THEI CLASSIFIED 90PAGE NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE

ESTIMATE ON IRAQS WEAPONSPROGRAMS THE CIA SAID IT COULD NEITHER VERIFY THE NIGER STORY NOR

CONFIRM WHETHER IRAQ SUCCEEDEDIN ACQUIRING URANIUM ORE ANDOR YELLOWCAKE FROM TWO OTHER

AFRICAN NATIONS THE AGENCY ALSO INCLUDED THE STATE DEPARTMENTS CONCERNS THAT THE ALLEGATIONS OF

IRAQS SEEKING YELLOWCAKE WERE HIGHLY DUBIOUSTHOUGH THAT ASSESSMENT WAS PRINTED ONLY AS

FOOTNOTE

AT TIME IT WAS TRYING TO BUILD PUBLIC SUPPORT FOR THE WARTHE BUSH ADMINISTRATION DID NOT

SHARE THESE INTERNAL DOUBTS ABOUT THE EVIDENCE WITH THE PUBLIC IN DECEMBERFOR EXAMPLE THE

STATE DEPARTMENT INCLUDED THE NIGER CLAIM IN ITS PUBLIC EIGHTPOINT REBUTTAL TO THE 12200PAGE
ARMS DECLARATION THAT IRAQ MADE TO THE UN TWO WEEKS EARLIER AND MONTH LATER IN AN OPED
COLUMN IN THE NEWYORK TIMES TITLED WHYWEKNOWIRAQ IS LYING TOP BUSH AIDE RICE

APPEARED TO REPEAT THE YELLOWCAKE CLAIM SAYING THE DECLARATION FAILS TO ACCOUNT FOR OR EXPLAIN

IRAQS EFFORTS TO GET URANIUM FROMABROAD NORDID THE US PASS ON WHAT IT KNEWTO INTERN
MONITORS WHENTHE INTERN ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY UN GROUP ASKED THEUS FOR DATA

TOBACK UP ITS CLAIM INDECEINBER WASHINGTON SAT TIGHT ANDSAID LITTLE FOR SIX WEEKS

THE BATTLE BETWEEN BELIEVERS AND DOUBTERS FINALLY CAME TO HEAD OVER THE STATE OF THE UNION

SPEECH WEEKS OFWORKBAD NONE INTO THE ADDRESS SPEECHWIITERS HAD PRODUCED TWO DOZEN DRAFTS

BUT AS THE FINAL FONNWAST THE WORDING OFTHE YELLOWCAKE PASSAGE WENT DOWNTO THE

WIRE WHEN THE TIME CAME TO DECIDE WHETHER BUSH WAS GOING TO CITE THE ALLEGATION THE CIA
OBJECTEDANDTHEN RELENTED TWOSENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIALS TELL TIME THAT IN JANUARY

CONVERSATION WITH KEY NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL RISC OFFICIAL JUST FEW DAYS BEFORE THE

SPEECH TOP CIA ANALYST NAMED ALAN FOLEY OBJECTED TO INCLUDING THE ALLEGATION IN THE SPEECH
THE NSC OFFICIAL IN CHARGE OF VETTING THESECTIONS ON WMDSPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE RESIDENT

ROBERT JOSEPH DENIED THROUGH ASPOKESMAN THAT HE SAID IT WAS OK TO USE THE LINE AS LONG AS IT

WAS SOURCED TO BRITISH INTELLIGENCE BUT ANGTHER OFFICIAL TOLD TIME THERE WAS DEBATE ABOUT

WHETHER TO CIRE IT ON OUR OWNINTELLIGENCE BUT ONCE THE UK MADE IT PUBLIC WE FELT COMFORTABLE

CITING WHATTHEY HAD LEARNED AND SO THE LINE VENT IN WHILE SOME ARGUED LAST WEEKTHAT THE
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FIGHT SHOULD HAVE BEEN KICKED UPSTAIRS TO RICE FOR ADJUDICATION WHILE HOUSE OFFICIALS CLAIM THAT

IT NEVER WAS

NUCLEAR FALLOUT
BUT IF IT WAS GOODENOUGH FOR BUSH IT WASNT GOODENOUGHFOR OTHERS COHN POWELL OMITTED ANY

REFERENCE TO THE URANIUM WHEN HE BIJEFED THE UN SECURITY COUNCIL JUST EIGHT DAYS LATER LAST

WEEK HE TOLD REPORTERS THAT THE ALLEGATION HAD NOT STOOD THE TEST OF TIME NOR DID TENET MENTION

THE ALLEGATION WHENHEAESTIFIED BEFORE THE SENATE PANEL ON FEB II IF WE WERE TRYING TO PEDDLE

THAT THEORY IT WOULD HAVE BEEN IN OUR WHITE PAPER AN INTELLIGENCE OFFICIAL TOLD TIME IT WOULD

HAVE BEEN IN LOTS OFPLACES WHERE IT WASNT SENTENCE MADE IT INTO THE PRESIDENTS SPEECH AND IT

SHOULDNT HAVE

DID BUSH REALLY NEED TO PUSH THE WMDCASE SO HARD TO CONVINCE ANIERICAILS THAT SADDAM SHOULD

BE OUSTED IN TIME POLL TAKEN FOUR WEEKS BEFORE COALITION FORCES INVADED 813 OFAMERICANS

THOUGHT WAR WASJUSTIFIED ON THE GROUNDS THAT SADDAM HUSSEIN IS DICTATOR WHOHAS KILLED MANY
CITIZENS OFHIS IRAQ THATS ONE C1 THAT HAS NEVER BEEN CONTESTED IN THE SAME TIME POLL

HOWEVER 72 OFAMERICANS THOUGHT WARWAS ALSO JUSTIFIED BECAUSE IT WILL HE ELIMINATE

WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION IN IRAQ

THE UNSEEN THREAT OF SADDANI WITH WMDWAS AN ARGUMENT THAT PLAYED TO BUSHS STRENGTHS AS

POLITICIAN BUSH HAS ALWAYS BEEN BETTER AT ASSERTING HIS CASE THAN AT MAKING IT AFLER 9111 HIS

SHEER CERTITUDEAND THE FAITH AMERICANS HAD IN HIS ESSENTIAL TRUSTWORTHINESSLED ARHERICANS TO

OVERWHELNINGLY SUPPORT HIM THE YELLOWCAKE AFFAIR MAY HAVE ALREADY CHANGEDTHAT RELATIONSHIP

FOR AS THE CASUALTIES MOUNT IN IRAQ POLLS SUGGEST THAT SOME OF THAT FAITH IS ERODING WHICH MEANS

THE NEXT TIME BUSH TELLS THE NATION WHEREHE WANTS TO GO IT MAY NOT BE SO QUICK TO FOLLOW
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AFTER THE WAR INTELLIGENCE NYT
BY DAVID SANGER AND JAMES RISEN

THE NEWYORK TIMES

JULY 12 2003

THE DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE GEORGE TENET ACCEPTED RESPONSIBILITY YESTERDAY FOR LETTING

PRESIDENTBUSH USE INFORMATION THAT TURNED OUT TO BE UNSUBSTANTIATED IN HIS STATE OFTHE UNION

ADDRESS ACCUSING IRAQ OF TIYING TO ACQUIRE URANIUM FROM AFRICA TO MAKE NUCLEAR WEAPONS

MR TENET ISSUED STATEMENT LAST NIGHT AFTER BOTH THE PRESIDENT AND HIS NATIONAL SECURITY ADVISER

PLACED BLAME ON THE CIA WHICH THEY SAID HAD REVIEWED THE NOWDISCREDITED ACCUSATION AND

HAD APPROVED ITS INCLUSION IN THE SPEECH

FOR DAYS THE WHITE HOUSE HAS TRIED TO QUIET POLITICAL STOMI OVER THE DISCREDITED INTELLIGENCE

WHICH WAS AMONG MANY EXAMPLES CITED IN MR BUSHS SPEECH TO JUSTIFY THE NEED FOR CONFRONTING

IRAQ TO FORCE THE DISMANTLEMENT OF SADDAM HUSSEINSARMS PROGRAMS

GAVE SPEECH TO THENATION THAT WAS CLEARED BY THEINTELLIGENCE SERVICES TFIE PRESIDENT SAID

AFTER MEETING IN UGANDA WITH PRESIDENT YOWERI MUSEVENI FOR THE FIRST TIME PLACING IMPLICIT

BLAME FOR HIS ERROR ON THOSE AGENCIES

ONDOLEEZZA RICE THEPRESIDENTS NATIONAL SECURITY ADVISER SPEAKING TO REPORTERS ON AIR FORCE

ONE EN ROUTE TOUGANDA SAID THE CIA CLEARED THE SPEECH IN ITS ENTIRETY

ALTHOUGH MR TENETS STATEMENT DID NOT SAY HE HAD PERSONALLY CLEARED THE SPEECH HE SAID IN HIS

STATEMENT AM RESPONSIBLE FOR THE APPROVAL PROCESS IN MY AGENCY

IN AN ADMINISTRATION THAT PRIDES ITSELF ON DISCIPLINE AND MESSAGE CONTROL THE QUESTION OF HOW

FAULTY INTELLIGENCE GOT INTO MR BUSKS SPEECH HAS BECOME AN UNUSUAL EXERCISE IN FINGERPOINTING

WITH TOP OFFICIALS AND AGENCIES BLAMING ONE ANOTHER

IN HIS STATE OF THE UNION ADDRESS MRBUSH CITED AN IRAQI ATTEMPT TO PURCHASE URANIUM FROM

AFRICA AS PART OFEVIDENCE OFMRHUSSEINS UNCONVENTIONAL WEAPONS AND IRAQS DESIRE TO

RECONSTITUTE ITS NUCLEAR PROGRAM

THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT THE PRESIDENT SAID HAS LEARNED THAT SADDAM HUSSEIN RECENTLY SOUGLIT

SIGNIFICANT QUANTITIES OF URANIUM FROM AFRICA

MR TENET SAID YESTERDAY THE PRESIDENT HAD EVERY REASON TO BELIEVE THAT THE TEXT PRESENTED TO

HIM WAS SOUND THESE 16 WORDSSHOULD NEVER HAVE BEEN INCLUDED IN THE TEXT WRITTEN FOR THE

PRESIDENT

000848

LLO0 100250



IN THE CLASSIFIED VERSION OF NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE ESTIMATE PREPARED BY INTELLIGENCE AGENCIES LAST

FALL THE ALLEGATION ABOUT IRAQS ACTIVITIES IN THE AFRICAN NATION OFNIGER WAS INCLUDED ALONG WITHA

FOOTNOTE THAT SAID THE STATE DEPARTMENT HAD ITS DOUBTS ABOUT WHETHER IT WASJUSTIFIED BY THE

EVIDENCE SOMALIA AND CONGO WERE ALSO CITED IN THE ESTIMATE

MS RICE SAID THE ADMINISTRATION DID NOT LEARN UNTIL MARCH THAT THE DOCUMENTS THAT WERE THE

PRIMARY BASIS FOR THE ASSERTION ABOUT NIGER HAD BEEN FORGED SHE ALSO SAID SHE DID NOT LEARN ABOUT

THE MISSION TO NIGER LAST YEAR BY FORMER AMERICAN AMBASSADOR WHOFOUND NO EVIDENCE TO

BACK UP THE CHARGE UNTIL MONTH AGO WHEN SHE WAS ASKED ABOUT IT DURING TELEVISIOII

INTERVIEW

IN RECENT DAYS THE CIAS SPOKESMAN SAID MR TENET HAD NEVER PERSONALLY APPROVED MR BUSHS

USE OF THE AFRICAN URANIUM EXAMPLE IN THE SPEECH BUT DAN BARTLETT ONE OFMT BUSHS CLOSEST

AIDES WHODRAFTED PARTS OFTHE ADDRESS SAID IN AN INTERVIEWILIAT THE WARDING HAD BEEN TULEARED AT

THE HIGHEST LEVELS OFTHE CIA WHICH WOULD SEEM TO MEANMR TENET OR HIS DEPUTY JOHN

MCLAUGHLIN

INSIDE THE NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL SOME SENIOR STAFF MEMBERS GAVE SLIGHTLY DIFI
ACCOUNT SAYING THE PAPER TRAIL SUGGESTS THE CLAIM ABOUT AFRICA MAY HAVE BEEN APPROVED AT THE

AGENCYS RNIDLEVELS BY SENIOR EXPERT ON NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION AND ARMS CONTROL

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL SAID MS RICE HAD TELEPHONED MR TENET BEFORE SHE SPOKE TO

REPORTERS YESTERDNY ASKED WHETHER THE WHITE HOUSE CONTINUED TO HAVE CONFIDENCE IN MR TENET

MS RICE REPLIED ABSOLUTELY
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BUT MR TENET WAS CLEARLY AN OFFICIAL UNDER FIRE YESTERDAY SENATOR PAT ROBERTS OF KANSAS THE

REPUBLICAN CHAIRMAN OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE SAID HE WAS DISTURBED BY WHAT

APPEARS TO BE EXTREMELY SLOPPY HANDLING OF THE ISSUE FROM THE OUTSET BY THE CIA

HE ADDED THAT HE WAS MOST WORRIED ABOUT CAMPAIGN OF PRESS LEAKS BY THE CIA IN AN EFFORT TO

DISCREDIT THE PRESIDENT HE ACCUSED MR TENET OF FAILING TO WARN MR BUSH ABOUT ANY DOUBTS IN

THE AGENCY

THE SENATE BY VOICE VOTE ON THURSDAYNIGHT CALLED FOR AN INVESTIGATION INTO WHAT LED TO MR
BUSHS STATEMENT

MS RICE SAID YESTERDAY THAT THE NEWWORDING MR BUSH USED IN THE ADDRESS HAD BEEN REVIEWED

AND CHANGED BY THE CIA WHOSEOFFICIALS INITIALLY EXPRESSED CONCERN ABOUT SOME SPECIFICS

ABOUT AMOUNT AND PLACE AFTER THE CHANGES SHE SAID THE CIA CLEARED THE SPEE IN ITS

ENTIRETY

IF THE CIA THE DIRECTOR OFCEUTRAL INTELIIENEE BAD SAID TAKE THIS OUT OF THE SPEECH IT

WOULD HAVE BEEN GONEWITHOUT QUESTION SHE ADDED IF THERE WERE DOUBTS ABOUT THE

UNDERLYING INTELLIGENCETHOSE DOUBTS WERE NOTCOINMUNICATED TO THE PRE TO THE VICE

PRESIDENT OR TO ME

MRBUSH MS RICE AND MR POWELL ALL INSIST THAT THE POLITICAL FUROR OVER ONE LINE IN MRBUSHS

SPEECH OBSCURES WHAT THEY SAY IS LARGER TRUTH THAT MR HUSSEIN WAS TRYING TO RECONSTITUTE HIS

NUCLEAR PROGRAM AND HAD SOUGHT TO IBTAIN KEY COMPONENTS FOR IT AROUND THE WORLD

SO FAR INVESTIGATORS ON THE GROUND IN IRAQ HAVE FOUND NO EVIDENCE OFTHAT REKINDLED EFFORT

THOUGH BARREL FULL OF NUCLEAR CENTRIFUGE PLANS AND EQUIPMENT WAS FOUND BURIED FOR THE LAST 12

YEARS IN THE GARDEN OF ONE NUCLEAR ENGINEER IN BAGHDAD THIS STRONGLY SUGGESTS THAT MR
HUSSEINS GOVERNMENT WAS HOLDING ONTO KEY DESIGNS IN CASE THEY HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TORESTART

THE PROZRAM
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IN THE CASE OF THE URANIUM MRBUSH ACTUALLY CITED BRITISH INTELLIGENCE BECAUSE IT HAD PUBLISHED

THE ALLEGATION ABOUT AFRICA IN AN UNCLASSIFIED REPORT IN SEPTEMBER IT CITED PUBLIC DOCUMENT

WHICH PROBABLY HELPEDW MS RICE EXPLAINED YESTERDAY 11 WAS ALSO BRITAIN WHICH PROBABLY

HELPED

WHENTHE IIRST RUMORS OF PURCHASE EFFORT IN NIGER SURFACED AT THE BEGIN OINGOF202
PRESIDENT DICK CHEUEV OFFICE ASKED THE CIA TO ASSESS THE INFORMATION APPARENTLY

WITHOUT THE KNOWLEDE OF MR CHENEY ORMR TENET THE AGENCY SENT FORMER AMBASSADOR

JOSEPH WILSON IV TO INVESTIGATE HE REPORTED BACK THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF NIGER HAD

DENIED THEREPORT AND THAT OTHER INDICATIONS WERE THAT IT WAS BOGUS

BEFORE THE SPEECH THE CRUCIAL CONVERSATIONS BETWEEN THE CIA AND WHITE HOUSE OVER WHETHER TO

INCLUDE THE AFRICAN REFERENCE IN THE STATE OF THE UNION ADDRESS WEREHELD BETWEEN ROBERT

JOSEPH NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION EXPERT AT THE NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL AND ALAN FOLEY

PROLIFERATION EXPERT AT THE CIA ACCORDING TO GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS
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THERE IS STILL DISPUTE OVER WHAT EXACTLY WAS SAID IN THEIR CONVERSATIONS MR FOLEY WAS SAID TO

RECALL THAT BEFORE THE SPEECH MR JOSEPH CALLED HIM TO ASK ABOUT PUTTING INTO THE SPEECH

REFERENCE TO REPORTS THAT IRAQ WAS TRYING TO BUY HUNDREDS OF TONS OF YELLOWCAKE FROM NIGER MR
FOLEY REPLIED THAT THE CIA WAS NOT SURE THAT THE INFORMATION WAS RIGHT

MRJOSEPH THEN CAME BACK TO MR FOLEY AND POIIAED OUT THAT THE BRITISH HAD ALREADY INCLUDED THE

INFORMATION IN REPORT MR FOLEY SAID YES BUT NOTED THAT THE CIA HAD TOLD THE BRITISH THAT THEY

WERE NOT SURE THAT THE INFORMATION WAS CORRECT MR JOSEPH THEN ASKED WHETHER IT WAS ACCURATE

THAT THE BRITISH REPORTED THE INFORMATION MR FOLEY SAID YES

OTHER GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS SAID HOWEVER THAT MR JOSEPH DID NOT RECALL MR FOLEYS RAISING ANY

CONCERNS ABOUT THE RELIABILITY OF THE INFORMATION IF HE HAD THEY SAID MRJOSEPH WOULD HAVE

MADE SURE THAT THE REFERENCE WAS NOT INCLUDED IN THE SPEECH

THE WHITE HOUSE WOULD NOT SAY WHAT THE CLA OFFICERS HAD BEEN ASKED OR WHETHER THE ISSUE

HAD BEEN RAISED WITH MR TENET WHOSEES THE PRESIDENT DAILY AND SPEAKS OFTEN WITH MS RICE AND

STEPHEN HADLEY THE DEPUTY NATIONAL SECURITY ADVISER

THE WHITE HOUSE SAID IT WAS STUNNED TO LEARN AFTER THE SPEECH THAT THE NIGER EVIDENCE WAS

BASED ON FALSE DOCUMENTS AND THAT THE SOURCES FOR EVIDENCE THAT IRAQ SOUGHT THE YELLOWCAKE

ELSEWHERE IN AFRICA WERE FAR SHORT OF RELIABLE WHAT THE PRESIDENT SAYS HAS TO BE BULLETPROOF

SENIOR AMERICAN OFFICIAL SAID THIS CLEARLY WASNT
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WMDSINQUIRY URGED AP
BYDEBRIECHNIANN
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

JULY 2003

DEMOCRATS PRESSED FOR DEEPER INVESTIGATION OF PREWAR IYS INTELLIGENCE EFFORTS TUESDAY AFTER

THE WHITE HOUSE ADMITTED PRESIDENT GEORGEXV BUSH HAD ERRED IN HIS STATE OFTHE UNION SPEECH

WHEN HE SAID SADDAM HUSSEIN HAD TRIED TO BUY URANIUM IN AFRICA

AS WEEKSHAVE PASSED WITH THE AMERICAN SEARCH TURNING UP NO WEAPONS OFMASS DESTRUCTION IN

IRAQ CRITICISM HASBEEN BUILDINGCONCEMING ASSERTIONS THE ADMINISTRATION MADE AS JUSTIFICATION

FOR THE WAR

MICHAEL ANTON SPOKESMAN FOR THE WHITE HOUSES NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL SAID IN

STATEMENT WENOWKNOWTHAT DOCUMENTS ALLEGING TRANSACTION BETWEEN IRAQ AND NIGER BAD

BEEN FORGED

SEVERAL INVESTIGATIONS ARE UNDERWAYINCONGRESS BUT DEMOCRATSSAID MUCHMORE WAS NEEDED
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WHITE HOUSE MEA CULPA PROMPTS NEWCALLS FOR PROBE OF PREWAR INTELLIGENCE AP
BY TORN RAUM

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

JULY 92003

PRETORIA SOUTH AFRICA AP PRESIDENT BUSH ON WEDNESDAY DEFENDED HIS USE OF PREWAR

INTELLIGENCE ON IRAQ SAYING HE IS ABSOLUTELY CONFIDEAT IN HIS ACTIONS DESPITE THE DISCOVERY THAT

ONE CLAIM HE MADE ABOUT SADDAM HUSSEINS WEAPONS PURSUITS WAS BASED ON FALSE INFORMATION

DEMOCRATS HAVE ARGUED THAT THE WHITE HOUSES ACKNOWLEDGMENTTHAT BUSH MISSPOKE EARLIER THIS

YEAR WHEN HE SAID SADDAM TRIED TO BUY URANIUM IN AFRICA JUSTIFIES BROAD REVIE OF HOWTHE

ADMINISTRATION USED PREWAR INTELLIGENCE ON IRAQ

BUSH AT NEWS CONFERENCE HERE WITH SOUTH AFRICAN PRESIDENT THABO MBEKI DURING FIVENATION

AFRICAN TOUR TOOK ON HIS CRITICS

THERES NO DOUBT IN MY MIND THAT WHENITS ALL SAID AND DONE THE FACTS WILL SHOW THE WORKI THE

TRUTH HE SAID THERES GOING TO BE YOU KNOW LOT OF ATTEMPTS TO TRY TO REWRITE HISTORY AND

CAN UNDERSTAND THAT BUT IM ABSOLUTELY CONFIDENT IN THE DECISION MADE

BUSH DID NOT DIRECTLY ADDRESS IHE MISSTATEMENT ITSELF MADE DURING HIS STATE OFTHE UNION ADCTRESS

INSTEAD HE DEFENDED HIS DECISION TO GO TO WAR BASED ON LARGER BODY OF INFORMATION

THERE IS NO DOUBT IN MYMIND THAT SADDAM HUSSEIN WAS THREAT TO THE WORLD PEACE THE

PRESIDENT SAID AND THERES NO DOUBT IN MYMIND THAT THE UNITED STATES DID THE RIGHT THING IN

REMOVING HIM FROM POWER
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THE BUSH ADMINISTRATION USED PURPORTED IRAQI WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION AS MAJOR

JUSTIFICATION FOR THE WARAND THE FAILURE TO FIND SUCH WEAPONS SO FAR HAS GENERATED INTENSE

CRITICISM FROM SOME DEMOCRATS

WHITE HOUSE SPOKESMAN AN FLEISCHER SET OFF FUROR MONDAYWHENUNDER QUESTIONING BY

REPORTERS HE ACKNOWLEDGED THAT BUSH WAS INCOITECT IN HIS STATE OF THE UNION SPEECH WHEN HE

SAID THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT HAS LEARNED THAT SADDAM HUSSEIN RECENTLY SOUGHT SIGNIFICANT

QUANTITIES OF URANIUM FROM AFRICA

WEDNESDAYFLEISCHER SAID THAT THIS TYPE OF INFORMATION SHOULD NOT HAVE RISEN TO THE LEVEL OF

PRESIDENTIAL SPEECH

BUT HE ADDED THIS IS CLASSIC ISSUE OF HINDSIGHT IS 2020

THERES BIGGER PICTURE HERE FLEISCHER TOLD REPORTERS TRAVELING WITH BUSH TD SOUTH AFRICA HE

REPEATED ADMINISTRATION ASSERTIONS THAT SADDAIN HUSSEIN WAS TRYING TO RECONSTITUTE WEAPONS OF

MASS DESTRUCTION PROGRAM

OTHER WHITE HOUSE OFFICIALS ELABORATED ON FLEISCHERS REMARKS TUESDAY SAYING THE UNITED STATES

HAD ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE OF IRAQS NUCLEAR INTENTIONS

MICHAEL ANTON SPOKESMAN FOR THE NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL SAID THAT WHENBUSH MADE THE

SPEECH THERE WAS OTHER INTELLIGENCE INDICATING IRAQ HAD TRIED TO ACQUIRE URANIUM FROM SEVERAL

COUNTRIES IN AFRICA THIS OTHER INFORMATION HOWEVER WAS NOT DETAILED OR SPECIFIC ENOUGH TO

PR6VE SUCH CONTENTION HE SAID

THE CLAIM RESTED SIGNIFICANTLY ON LETTER OR LETTERS BETWEEN OFFICIALS IN IRAQ AND NIGER THAT WERE

OBTAINED BY EUROPEAN INTELLIGENCE AGENCIES THE COMMUNICATIONS ARE NOWACCEPTED AS FORGED

ANTON ACKNOWLEDGED SUCH ON TUESDAY BUT ALSO SAID THE DOCUMENTSWERENOT THE SOLE BASIS FOR

THE IRAQAFRICA STATEMENT IN BUSHS SPEECH

BECAUSE OF THIS LACK OF SPECIFICITY THIS REPORTING ALONE DID NOT RISE TO THE LEVEL OF INCLUSION MA

PRESIDENTIAL SPEECH ANTON SAID THAT SAID THE ISSUE OF IRAQS ATTEMPTS TO ACQUIRE URANIUM FROM

ABROAD WAS NOT AN ELEMENT UNDERPINNING THE JUDGMENT REACHED BY MOST INTELLIGENCE AGENCIES THAT

IRAQ WAS RECONSTITUTING ITS NUCLEAR WEAPONS PROGRAM

ON SUNDAY JOSEPH WILSON AN ENVOY SENT TO AFRICA TO INVESTIGATE ALLEGATIONS ABOUT IRAQS NUCLEAR

WEAPONSPROGRAM SAID THE BUSH ADMINISTRATION MANIPULATED HIS FINDINGS POSSIBLY TO STRENGTHEN

THE RATIONALE FOR WAR

WILSON INSISTED IN AN NBCTV INTERVIEW THAT HIS DOUBTS ABOUT THE PURPORTED IRAQNIGER

CONNECTION REACHED THE HIGHEST LEVELS OF GOVERNMENTINCLUDING VICE PRESIDENT DICK
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CHENEY OFFICE IN FACT HE SAID CHENEVS OFFICE INQUIRED ABOUT THE PURPORTED NIGERIRAQ
LINK

FLEISCHER SAID MONDAY THATCHENEY DID NOT REQUEST INFORMATION ABOUT WILSONS MISSION TO

NICER WAS NOT INFORMED OF HIS MISSION AND WAS NOT AWARE OF IT UNTIL PRESS REPORTS

ACCONUTED FOR IT
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AN FLEISCHER GAGGLE

JULY 77003

CAN YOU GIVE US THE WHITE HOUSE ACCOUNT OF AMBASSADOR
WILSONS ACCOUNT OF WHAT HAPPENED WHEN HE WENT TO NIGER AND

INVESTIGATED THE SUGGESTIONS THAT NIGER WAS PASSING YELLOW CAKE
TO IRAQ IM SURE YOU SAW THE PIECE YESTERDAY IN THE NEW YORK
TIMES

MR FLEISCHER WELL THERE IS ZERO NADA NOTHING NEW HERE
KTIBASSADOR WILSON OTHER THAN THE FACT THAT NOW PEOPLE BIOW HIS

NAM HAS SAID ALL THIS BEFORE BUT THE FACT 6F THE MATTER IS IN
HIS STATEMENTS ABOUT THEVICE PRESIDENT THE VICE PRESIDENTS
OFFICE DID NOT REQUEST THE MISSION TO NIGER THE VICE

PRESIDENTS OFFICE WAS NOT INFORMED OF HIS MISSION AND HE WAS NOT

AWARE OF MR WILSONS MISSION UNTIL RECENT PRESS ACCOUNTS

PRESS REPORTS ACCOUNTED FOR IT

SO THIS WAS SOMETHING THAT THE CIA UNDERTOOK AS PART OF
THEIR REGULAR REVIEW OF EVENTS WHERE THEY SENT HIM BUT THEY
SENT HIM ON THEIR OWN VOLITION ANDTHE VICE PRESIDENT OFFICE
DID NOT REQUEST IT NOW WEVE LONG ACKNOWLEDGED AND THIS IS

OLD NEWS WEVE SAID THIS REPEATEDLY THAT THE INFORMATION ON

YELLOW CAKE DID INDEED TURN OUT TO BE INCORRECT

WHICH GETS TO THE CRUX OF WHAT AMBASSADOR WILSON IS NOW
ALLEGING THAT HE PROVIDED THIS INFORMATION TO THE STATE
DEPARTMENT AND THE CIA 11 MONTHS BEFORE THE STATE OF THE UNION
AND HE IS AMAZED THAT IT NONETHELESS MADE IT INTO THE STATE OF
THE UNION ADDRESS HE BELIEVES THAT THAT INFORMATION WAS
DELIBERATELY IGNORED BY THE WHITE HOUSE YOUR RESPONSE TO THAT

MR FLEISCHER AND THATS WAY AGAIN HES MAKING THE

STATEMENT THAT HE IS SAYING THAT SURELY THE VICE PRESIDENT
MUST HAVE KNOWN OR THE WHITE HOUSE MUST HAVE KNOWN AND THATS
NOT THE CASE PRIOR TO THE STATE OF THE UNION
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RETIRED ENVOY NUCLEAR REPORT IGNORED BUSH CITED ALLEGED IRAQI PURCHASES VPOST
BY RICHARD LEIBY AND WAITER PINCUS

THE WASHINGTON POST

JULY 2003

JOSEPH WILSON THE RETITED UNITED STATES AMBASSADOR WHOSE CIA DIRECTED MISSION TO NIGER IN

EARLY 2002 HELPED DEBUNK CLAIMS THAT IRAQ HAD TRIED TO OBTAIN URANIUM THERE FOR NUCLEAR WEAPONS
HAS SAID FOR THE FIRST TIME PUBLICLY THAT US AND BRITISH OFFICIALS IGNORED HIS FINDINGS AND

EXAGGERATED THE PUBLIC CASE FN INVADING IRAQ

WILSON WHOSE23YEAR CAREER INCLUDED SENIOR POSITIONS IN AFRICA AND IRAQ WHERE HE WAS ACTING

AMBASSADOR IN 1991 SAID THE FALSE ALLEGATIONS THAT IRAQ WAS HYING TO BUY URANIUM OXIDE FROM

NIGER ABOUT THREE YEARS AGO WERE USED BY PRESIDENT BUSH AND SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIALS AS

CENTRAL PIECE OF EVIDENCE TO SUPPORT THEIR ASSERTIONS THAT IRAQ HAD RECONSTITUTED ITS NUCLEAR

WEAPONSPROGRAM

IT REALLY COMES DOWNTO THE ADMINISTRATION MISREPRESENTING THE FACTS ON AN ISSUE THAT WAS

FUNDAMENTAL JUSTIFICATION FOR GOING TO WAR WILSON SAID YESTERDAY IT BEGS THE QUESTION WHAT

ELSE ARE THEY LYING ABOUT

THE NIGER STORY 6NE PIECE OF THE ADMINISTRATIONS LARGER ARGUMENT THAT IRAQS WEAPONS OF MASS

DESTRUCTION POSED AN IMMINENT THREAT WAS NOT DEBUNKED UNTIL SHORTLY BEFORE THE WAR BEGAN

WHENTHE UNITED NATIONS CHIEF NUCLEAR INSPECTOR TOLD THE SECURITY COUNCIL THE DOCUMENTSWERE

FORGERIES THE WHITE HOUSE HAS ACKNOWLEDGEDTHAT SOME DOCUMENTS WERE BOGUS BUT

SPOKESMAN HAS SAID THERE LARGER BODY OF EVIDENCE TED TO PURCHASEWAS RAQ ATTEMP

URANIUM IN AFRICA INDICATING IT MAYHAVE INVOLVED COUNTRY OTHER THAN NIGER

FOR THE PAST YEAR WILSON HAS SPOKEN OUT AGAINST THE USLED INVASION OF IRAQ BUT UNTIL HE WAS

INTERVIEWED BY THE POST AND WROTE AN OPED ARTICLE SCHEDULED FOR PUBLICATION IN TODAYS NEW
YORK TIMES HE HAD NEVER DISCLOSED HIS KEY ROLE IN THE NIGER CONTROVERSY HE SAID IRAQI PRESIDENT

SADDAM HUSSEIN WAS NOT AN IMMEDIATE THREAT BEFORE THE WAR AND PREDICTED LONG AND BLOODY

US OCCUPATION IN APRIL BEFORE US TROOPS ENTERED BAGHDAD HE PREDICTED ON

WWWWASHINGTONPOSLCOM THAT HUSSEIN IS PREPARING TO GO UNDERGROUND TO FIGHT GUERRILLA

CAMPAIGN ASSUMING HE IS STILL ALIVE IF OUR PRESENCE IS SEEN AS AN OCCUPATION RATHER THAN

LIBERATION IT IS ENTIRELY POSSIBLE THAT SADDAM THINKS HE CAN REBOUND WILSON WASTHE LAST

US DIPLOMAT TO MEET WITH HUSSEIN

THE CIA TURNED TO WILSON IN FEBRUARY 2002 BECAUSE OF HIS EXTENSIVE EXPERIENCE WITH

INTELLIGENCE AND HIS RELATIONSHIP WITH SENIOR OFFICIALS IN NIGER HE ALSO EARNED PRAISE FROM THE

FIRST BUSH ADMINISTRATION AS THE CHARGE DAFFAIRES IN BAGHDAD WHENHE SECURED IHE RELEASE OF 150

AMERICANS HELD HOSTAGE AS HUMAN SHIELDS AFTER IRAQI TROOPS INVADED KUWAIT IN 1990

WILSONS ACCOUNT OF HIS EIGHTDAY MISSION TO NIGER INCLUDING STATEMENT HE WAS TOLD VICE

PRESIDENT CHENEVS STAFF WAS INTERESTED IN THE TRUTH OF THE ALLEGATIONS NOT BEEN

CONTRADICTED BY ADMINISTRATION OFFICIALS BUT THEY HAVE PLAYED DOWN HIS IMPORTANCE AND

DENIED HIS ACCUSATIONS
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SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL SAID YESTERDAY THAT WILSON MISSION ORIGINATED WITHIN THE

CIAS CLANDESTINE SERVICE AFTER CHENEV AIDES RAISED QUESTIONS DURING BRIEFING IT WAS NOT

ORCHESTRATED BY THE VICE PRESIDENT AND DID NOT NEED HIGHLEVEL APPROVAL THE OFFICIAL SAID

HE ADDED THAT IT WAS REPORTED IN ROUTINE WAY THAT HE SAID WAS NOT MEMORABLE DID NOT

MENTION WILSONS NAME AND DID NOT SAY ANYTHING ABOUT FORGERIES

WILSON HAS BEEN INTERVIEWED RECENTLY BY THE HOUSE AND SENATE INTELLIGENCE COMMITTEES

WHICH ARE EXPECTED TO FOCUS ON WHO IN THE NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL AND THE VICE

PRESIDENT OFFICE HAD ACCESS TO CIA CABLE SENT MARCH 2002 THAT DID NOT NAME WILSON

BUT SAID NIGER OFFICIALS HAD DENIED THE ALLEGATIONS

IN WILSONS VIEW KEY QUESTIONS IN ANY INQUIRY WOULD INCLUDE WHO IN THE WHITE HOUSE KNEWTHE

DETAILS OF HIS MISSION AND WHOWAS TOLD OF HIS CONCLUSIONS WHENYOU TASK SERIOUS

ORGANIZATION LIKE THE CIA TO ANSWER QUESTIONS IT DOESNT GO INTO BLACK HOLE HE SAID

THESENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL SAID THE CIA OFFICERS WHODEALT WITH WILSON MAY HAVE

OVERSOLD THE ROLE OF CHENEYS OFFICE

WILSON 53 WHOWAS THE CLINTON ADMINISTRATIONS SENIOR DIRECTOR OFAFRICAN AFFAIRS ON THE

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL SAID HE TOOK NO PAY FOR THE ASSIGNMENT ONLY EXPENSES HE SAID HE

ALSO TOLD CIA OFFICERS HE WAS NO SECRET AGENT DONT DO CLANDESTINE ONLY DO DISCREET

PRIVATE CONSULTANT SINCE LEAVING GOVERNMENT IN 1998 WILSON HAD CONTACTS IN NIGER DATING TO

HIS FIRST POSTING THERE AS FOREIGN SERVICE OFFICER IN THE 1970S HE ALSO SERVED IN TOGO BURUNDI

SMITH AFRICA AND CONGO IN 1992 HE BECAME AMBASSADOR TO GABON AND THE REPUBLIC OFSAO

TOME AND PRINCIPE

WILSON SAID HE XVENT TO NIGERSKEPTICAL KNOWING THAT THE STRUCTURE OF THE URANIUM INDUSTRY

CONTROLLED BY CONSORTIUM OFFRENCH SPANISH GERMAN AND JAPANESE FINNS MADE IT HIGHLY

UNLIKELY THAT ANYONE WOULD OFFICIALLY DEAL WITH IRAQ BECAUSE OF UN SANCTIONS WILSON NEVER SAW

THE DISPIRTED DOCUMENTSBUT TALKED WITH OFFICIALS WHOSE SIGNATURES WOULD HAVE BEEN REQUIRED AND

CONCHIDED THE ALLEGATIONS WEREALMOST CERTAINLY FALSE BACK IN WASHINGTON HE BRIEFED CIA

OFFICERS BUT DID NOT DRAFT HIS OWNREPORT

IN SEPTEMBER2002 THE STORY OF IRAQ PURCHASING URANIUM IN AFRICA MADE ITS WAY INTO PUBLISHED

BRITISH DOSSIER ON HUSSEINSWEAPONS OFMASS DESTRUCTION THAT GOT VIDE COVERAGE WILSON WAS

PERPLEXED

GIVEN THE FACT THAT WEWERE IN CLOSE COOPERATION WE WERECLOSE ALLIES WE WEREGOING TO WAR

TOGETHER OVER WEAPONS OFMASS DESTRUCTION WE WERE BUILDING THE CASE FOR OUR RESPECTIVE

POPULATIONS IT WAS UNFATHOMABLE TO ME THAT THIS INFORMATION WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN SHARED WITH

THE BRITISH HE SAID

IN LATE SEPTEMBER 2002 CIA DIRECTOR GCORGE TENET AND TOP AIDES MADE TWO PRESENTATIONS IN

CLOSED SESSION ON CAPITOL HILL AND WERE ASKED ABOUT THE PUBLISHED REPORTS THEY SAID THERE WAS
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INFORMATION THAT IRAQ HAD ATTEMPTED TO BUY URANIUM BUT THAT THERE WAS SOME DOUBT THE

INFORMATION WAS CREDIBLE BUT ON DEC 19 2002 STATE DEPARTMENT FACT SHEET LISTED ATTEMPTS TO

PURCHASE URANIUM SPECIFICALLY FROM NIGER AS AN ITEM OMITTED FROM IRAQS SUPPOSEDLY FULL

DISCLOSURE OF ITS WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION PROGRAM

BUSH IN HIS STATE OF THE UNION SPEECH ON JAN 23 DECLARED THAT THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT HAS

LEARNED THAT SADDAM HUSSEIN RECENTLY SOUGHT SIGNIFICANT QUANTITIES OF URANIUM FROM AFRICA

AFTER BUSHS SPEECH WILSON SAID CONTACTED AN ASSOCIATE AT THE STATE DEPARTMENT NOTED THAT

THE NIGER STORY HAD BEEN DEBUNKED AND SAID YOU MIGHT WANTTO MAKE SURE THE FACTS ARE

STRAIGHT

IN EARLY FEBRUARY THE CIA RECEIVED TRANSLATION OF THE NIGER DOCUMENTS AND IN EARLY MARCH
COPIES OFTHE DOCUMENTS WHICH THE AGENCY TURNED OVER TO THE INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY

AGENCY ACCOMPANIED WITH SOME OFTHE CIAS DOUBTS ABOUT THEIR CREDIBILITY

AFTER IAEA DIRECTOR MOHAMEDELBARADEI ANNOUNCEDTHEY WERE BOGUSWILSON READ MARCH

FRONTPAGE STORY IN THE WASHINGTON POST THAT QUOTED AN UNIDENTIFIED US OFFICIAL AS SAYING WE
FELL FOR IT

THE QUOTE PROVIDED WAKEUP CALL THAT SOMEBODY WAS NOT BEING CANDID ABOUT THIS NIGER

BUSINESS HE SAID INTERVIEWED THAT DAY ON CNN ABOUT THE NIGERDOCUXNENTS WILSON DID NOT

MENTION HIS 2002 TRIP BUT SAID OF THE FORGERIES IT TAINTS THE WHOLE CASE THAT THE GOVERNMENT IS

TRYING TO BUILD AGAINST IRAQ THINK ITS SAFE TO SAY THAT THE US GOVERNMENT SHOULD HAVE OR

DID KNOW THAT THIS REPORT WAS FAKE BEFORE DR ELBARADEI MENTIONED IT IN HIS REPORT AT THE UN
YESTERDAY

IN JUNE NATIONAL SECURITY ADVISER CONDOLEEZZA RICE SAID IN AN INTERVIEW ON NBCS MEET THE

PRESS THAT TOP ADMINISTRATION OFFICIALS WEREUNAWARE OF THE FAKED DOCUMENTS AT THE TIME OF THE

STATE OF THE UNION SPEECH MAYBE SOMEONE KNEWDOWNIN THE BOWELS OF THE AGENCY BUT NO ONE

IN OUR CIRCLES KNEW THAT THERE WERE DOUBTS AND SUSJICIONS THAT THIS MIGHT BE FORGERY

BUT WILSON STAID HE CONSIDERS THAT INCWTCEIVABLE BASED ON HIS EXPERIENCE HANDLING

INTEIIIGEZ AT TIRE NSC WILSON DOES NOT BELIEVE HIS REPORT WOULDHAVE BEEN BURIED HAVING

BEEN TOLD THE VICE ESIDEN1 OMKE WAS INTERESTED HE SAID IF YOU ARE SENIOR ENOUGH TO ASK

THIS QUESTIONYON ARE WELL ABOVE THE BOWELS ORTHE BUREAUCRACY YOU ARE IN THAT CIRCLE

LAST WEEK WILSON SAID OFHIASSEIN RMGLAD THE TYRANT IS GONE EVERYBODY IS GLAD THE TYRANT IS

GONE BUT HE DOES NOT BELIEVE THE WAR WAS EVER ABOUT ELIMINATING HUSSEINS WEAPONS OF MASS

DESTRUCTION IT WAS HE SAID POLITICAL PUSH TO REDRAW THE MAP OF THE MIDDLE EAST

WHILE HIS FAMILY PREPARED FOR FOURTH OFJULY DINNER HE PROUDLY SHOWED REPORTER PHOTOS OF

HIMSELF WITH BUSHS PARENIS ON DEN WALL WAS FRAMED CABLE TO HIM IN BAGHDAD FROM THE FIRST

PRESIDENT BUSHDATED NOV 20 1990
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WHAT YOU ARE DOING DAY IN AND DAY OUT UNDER THE MOST TRYING CONDITIONS IS TRULY INSPIRING THE

CABLE STATES KEEP FIGHTING THE GOOD FIGHT YOU AND YOUR STALWART COLLEAGUES ARE ALWAYS IN OUR

THOUGHTSAND PRAYERS

WILSON OBSERVED GUESS HE DIDNT REALIZE THAT ONE OF THESE DAYS WOULD CARRY THAT FIGHT AGAINST

HIS SONS ADMINISTRATION
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REPORT CAST DOUBT ON 1RA CONNECTIONWPOST
BY WALTER PINCUS

THE WASHINGTON POST

JUNE 22 2003
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SUNDAY SHOW TRANSCRIPTS 071303

FOX NEWS SUNDA3

RICE SAW THE SPEECH AFTER IT HAS BEEN STRUCK BUT LET ME JUST SAY THE CINCINNATI SPEECH

WAS CONSTRUCTED APPARENTLY WITH REFERENCE TO SPECIFIC INCIDENT ONE SPECIFIC INCIDENT

BASED ON SPECIFIC SOURCE THE DIRECTOR TOLD STEVE HADLEY IN BRIEF CONVERSATION THAT HE

DIDNT WANTTAKEN OUT WITHWIT QUESTION TAKEN OUT

NOWTHE STATE OF THE UNION WAS THEN CONSTRUCTED WITH LANGUAGE THAT WASBROADER THAN SINGLE

INCIDENT AND SINGLE PLACE AND PARTICULAR QUANTITY

SNOW SO YOU

RICE IT WAS BASED INSTEAD ON BROADER INFORMATION INCLUDING THE BRITISH REPORT WHICH THE

BRITISH SAY IS BROADER

SNOWALL RIGHT SO WHEN PEOPLE ARE SAYING THAT THE SENTENCE IN THE STATE OF DIE UNION IS SIMPLY

CIEVERWAY OF COVERING UP DISCREDITED STORY ABOUT YELLOW CAKES FROM NIGER YOU SAY THATS NOT

TRUE THERE WEREMORE SOURCES OF WHAT

RICE THERE WERE BROADER STATEMENTS TAKEN OUT OF THE NIE THAN THIS

SNOW THE NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE ESTIMATE

RICE THE NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE ESTIMATETHAN THAT PARTICULAR STORY WHICH HAD BEEN IN THE

CINCINNATI SPEECH

WETHEN SENT WHATWAS IN THE STATE OFTHE UNION OUT FOR CLEARANCE THERE VAS SOME DISCUSSION

ABOUT WHAT SHOULD BE SAID HOWMUCHCOULD BE SAID THE SENTENCE THAT WAS AGREED UPON WHICH IS

THE ONE THAT APPEARED THE BRITISH INTELLIGENCE SERVICES HAVE FOUND SO FORTH AND SO ON WAS

THEN CLEARED AS PART OFTHE SPEECH IN ITS ENTIRETY BY THE DCI

SNOWAS YOU LUIOW IVE WORKEDON STATE OFTHE UNION ADDRESSES AND TYPICALLY GUIDANCE FOR

THAT KINDOF LANGUAGE COMES IOM YOUR OFFICE FROM THE NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL THE CIA

DOESNT TALK TO SPEECH WRITERS AT LEAST NOT VERY OFTEN

RICE NO THATS RIGHT

LAUOHTERI

SNOWSO

RICE WELL IN FA WHAT WE DO IS THAT WE PUT TOGETHER LOT OF DOCUMENTATION FROM ALL KINDS OF

SOURCES AND GIVE THAT TO THE SPEECH WRITERS AS GRIST TO WRITE FROM

SNOWYES AND YOU APPROVEI MEANQUITE OFLEN YOUR OFFICE DRAFIS LANGUAGE DID YOUR TALKING

POINTS INCLUDE MENTION OFTHE POSSIBILITY THAT SADDAM WAS TRYING TO OBTAIN URANIUM FROM AFRICA
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RICE WHAT WAS GIVEN TO THE SPEECH WRITERS WAS IN EFFECT DATA FROM VARIOUS SOURCES ABOUT

THE NUCLEAR ACTIVITIES OF SADDAM HUSSEIN THE NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE ESTIMATE HAD

REFERENCES TO URANIUM ACQUISITION NOT ONLY TO THE SPECIFIC SOURCE THE SPECIFIC CASE AND

THAT WAS UNDERSTAND GIVENTO THE SPEECH WRITERS THEY WROTE IT

BUT WHAT WE DO TONYAND WANTTO BE VERY CLEARIS THAT IT IS ALSO THE PRACTICE ONCE SOMETHING

IS WRITTEN TO SEND IT OUT TO THE AGENCIES AND TO SAY WILL YOU STAND BY THIS

SNOWRIGHT SO YOU NOWSAYTHAT IT DOESNT RISE TO THE STANDARD IS THE PRESIDENT MAD THE

PRESIDENT OUGHT TO BE TICKED ABOUT THIS

RICE THE PRESIDENT UNDERSTANDS THAT WHAT HE SAID WAS FIRST OF ALL ACCURATE BUT SECONDLY THAT

WE HAVE HIGHER STANDARDS FOR WHATHE SAYS AND THE REASON THAT WESEND THIS OUT IN THE CLEARANCE

PROCESS IS BECAUSE WERE TRYING TO MEET THAT IIIGBER STANDARD

SNOWOK THE QUESTION THATPEOPLE HAVE ISI MEAN YOU KEEP TALKING ABOUT HIGHER STANDARD

AND YET THIS GOT THROUGH THERE HADBEEN SPECIFIC REQUESTS TO DELETE SOMETHING THAT WAS SIMILAR

FROM AN OCTOBER SPEECH HOWDID IT HAPPEN

RICE TONY FIRST OFALL IT WAS NOT SOMETHING THAT WAS SIMILAR IT WASBASED OII DIFFERENT

SOURCING IT WAS BROADER IT WAS ALSO WITH THE BRITISH REPORT IN THE BRITISH REPORT IN WAY
THAT WSACTUALLY SOURCED IN THE SPEECH

NOWWHATWE HAVE TO DEPEND ON AND THIS IS WHAT THE DIRECTOR SAID WE HAVE TO DEPEND ON THE

INTELLIGEN AGENCIES TO SAY NO WERENOT CONFIDENT ENOUGH IN THAT FOR THE PRESIDENT OF THE

UNITED STATES TO SAY IT

SNOWDO YOUI LOOK AT THE WASHINGTON POST STORY ANDI THINK YOU KXIOW WHAT THIS LOOKS

LIKE SOMETHING SOMEBODY AT THE CIA IS LEAKING TO FIRE BACK AT THE WHITE HOUSE HOWDYOU READ

IT

RICE DONT KNOW DONT KNOWWHERE THE STORY COMES FROM IVE SAID WHAT THE STORY IS THE

STORY IS THAT FBR CINCINNATI THERE WAS REFERENCE IN THE SPEECH THAT WAS SPECIFIC TO AN AMOUNT

AND THEREFORECAXNE FROM PARTICULAR SOURCE ABOUT SPECIFIC PLACE THE DIRECTOR SAID CANT

STAND WITH THAT TOOK IT OUT WITHOUT QUESTION

IN THE STATE OF THE UNION WELOOKED THE INTELLIGENCE WE DID SAYDO YOU HAVE ANYTHING

MORETHEY SAID THERE WAS IN TIRE NIE THE NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE ESTIMATE BROADER STORY

THAT HAD TODO WITH OTHER HCES IN AFRICA AND SO IT SAYS THEBRITISH HAVE SAIDWHKH IS

ACCNRATETHE BRITISH HAVE SAID THAT FORTH AND SO ON

NOWAS DIRECTOR TENET HAS SAID BE IS RESPONSIBLE FOR HIS AGENCYS PROCESS AM AHAVE VERY

CLOSE WORKING RELATIONSHIP WITH THE DIRECTOR WE BOTH AGREE IT WAS MISTAKE FOR THIS TO GO IN

BECAUSE IT DIDNT MEET THE PRESIDENTS ST
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