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By Joseph C. Wilson 4th

WASHINGTON
id the Bush administra-
tion manipulate intelli-
gence about Saddam
Hussein's weapons
programs to justify an
invasion of Iraq?
Based on my experience with the
administration in the months leading

a career foreign service officer and
ambassador, In 1990, as chargeé d’af-
faires in Baghdad, I was the last Amer-
ican diplomat to meet with Saddam
Hussein. (I was also a forceful advo-
cate for his removal from Kuwait.)
After Iraq, I was President George
H. W. Bush’s ambassador to Gabon
and Sao Tomé and Principe; under
President Bill Clinton, 1 helped direct
Africa policy for the National Security
Council.

It was my,experience in Africa that
led me to play a small role in the effort
to verify information about Africa’s
suspected link to Irag’s nonconvention-
al weapons programs. Those news
stories about that unnamed former
envoy who went to Niger? That’s me.

In February 2002, I was informed by
officials at the Central Intelligence
Agency that Vice President Dick Che-
ney’s office had questions about a
particular intelligence report. While I
never saw the report, I was told that it
referred

n__,_n_mmmdmw that documented the sale of ura-
um yellowcake — a form of lightly
mté‘sxs?aﬁr?'— by Niger to Ira;g in the

late 1990’s. The agency officials asked
if T would travel to Niger to check out

Joseph C. Wilson 4th, United States
ambassador to Gabon from 1992 to
1995, is an international business
consultant.

|
gram was twisted to exaggerate the
Ir‘glﬁz?;af.

or 23 years, from 1976 to 1998, I was
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the story so they could provide a re-
sponse to the vice president’s office.
After consulting with the State De-
partment’s African Affairs Bureau
(and through it with Barbro Owens-
Kirkpatrick, the United States ambas-
sador to Niger), I agreed tc make the
trip. The mission I undertook was dis-
creet but by no means secret. While the
C.L.A. paid my expenses (my time was

There was no
Irag-Niger
uranium deal.

offered probono), I made it abundantly
clear to everyone I met that I was
acting on behalf of the United States
government.

In late February 2002, I arrived in
Niger's capital, Niamey, where I had
been a diplomat in the mid-70's and
visited as a National Security Council
official in the late 90’s. The city was
much as I remembered it. Seasonal
winds had clogged the air with dust and
sand. Through the haze, I could see
camel caravans crossing the Niger
River (over the John F. Kennedy
bridge), the setting sun behind them.
Most people had wrapped scarves
around their faces to protect against
the grit, leaving only their eyes visible.

The next morning, I met with Am-
bassador Owens-Kirkpatrick at the
embassy. For reasons that are under-
standable, the embassy staff has al-
ways kept a close eye on Niger’s ura-
nium business. I was not surprised,
then, when the ambassador
that she knew
uranium sales q—
elt she had already debupked them i
er reports to i n. Neverthe-
ess, she and I agreed that my time
would be best spent interviewing peo-
ple who had been in government when

he

the deal supposedly took place, which
was before her arrival.

I spent the next eight days drinking
sweet mint tea and meeting with doz-
ens of people: current government
officials, former government officials,
people associated with the country’s

uranium business. It did not take long

to conclude that it was highly doubtiul

fhat 5“9 SUCh (ransaction Nad ever

taken place.
Given the structure of the consor-
tiums that operated the mines, it would

be exceedingly difficult for Ni
transfer uranium to Iraq. Niger’s ura-
nium business consists of two mines,
Somair and Cominak, which are run by
French, Spanish, Japanese, German
and Nigerian interests. If the govern-
ment wanted to remove uranium from
a mine, it would have to notify the
consortium, which in turn is strictly
monitored by the International Atomic
Energy Agency. Moreover, because
the two mines are closely regulated,
quasi-governmental entities, selling
uranium would require the approval of
the minister of mines, the prime minis-
ter and probably the president. In
short, there’s simply too_m -
sight over too sméii %ﬁ 'mﬁusi% gg a
sale to have tr ired.

s for the actual memoranduin, I
never saw it. But news accounts have
pointed out that the documents had
glaring errors — they were signed, for
example, by officials who were no
longer in government — and were
probably forged. And then there’s the
fact that Niger formally denied the
charges.)

Before I left Niger, I briefed the
ambassador on my findings, which
were consistent with her own. I also
shared my conclusions with members
of her staff. In early March, I arrived in
Washington and promptly provided a
detailed briefing to the C.LA. I later
shared my conclusions with the State
Department African Affairs Bureau.
There was nothing secret or earth-
shattering in my report, just as there
was nothing secret about my trip.

Though I did pot file a written reparg,

there should be at least four documents
in United States government archives
confirming my mission. The docu-
ments should include the ambassa-
dor’s report of my debriefing in Nia-
mey, a separate report written by the
embassy staff, a C.LLA. report sum-
ming up my trip, a%,up.er.iﬁs;an_sm.r
from the agency to the office of the vice
president (this may have been deliv-
ered orally). While I have not seen an
of these reporfs, T have spent enougK
time in government to know that this is
standard operating procedure.

1 thought the Niger matter was set-
tled and went back to my life. (I did
take part in the Iraq debate, arguing
that a strict containment regime
backed by the threat of force was
preferable to an invasion.) In Septem-
ber 2002; however, Niger re-emerged.
The British government published a
“white paper’’ asserting that Saddam
Hussein and his unconventional arms
posed an immediate danger. As evi-
dence, the report cited Iraq’s attempts
to purchase uranium from an African
country.

hen, in January, Presi-
dent Bush, citing the

- British dossier, repeat-
ed the charges about
Iraqi efforts to buy ura-
nium from Africa.

The next day, I reminded a friend at
the State Department of my trip and
suggested that if the president had
been referring to Niger, then his con-
clusion was not borne out by the facts
as I understood them. He replied that
perhaps the president was speaking
about one of the other three African
countries that produce uranium: Ga-
bon, South Africa or Namibia. At the
time, [ accepted the explanation. I
didn’t know that in December, a month
before the president’'s address, the
State Department had published a fact
sheet that mentioned the Niger case.

Those are the facts surrounding my
efforts. The ident’s office
asked j tion. I was asked to
help formulate the answer

1 have every confidence that the an-
swer | provided was circulated to the
appropriate officials within our gov-
ergment.

The question now is how that answer
was or was not used by our political
leadership. If my information was
deemed inaccurate, I understand
(though I would be very interested to
know why). If, however, the informa-
tion was ignored because it did not fit
certain preconceptions about Irag,
then a legitimate argument can be
made that we went to war under false
pretenses. (It's worth remembering
that in his March “Meet the Press™
appearance, Mr. Cheney said that Sad-
dam.Hussein was “trying once again to
produce nuclear weapons.”) At a
minimum, Congress, which authorized
the use of military force at the presi-
dent’s behest, should want to know if
the assertions about Iraq were war-
ranted.

I was convinced before the war that
the threat of weapons of mass destruc-
tion in the hands of Saddam Hussein
required a vigorous and sustained in-
ternational response to disarm him.
Iraq possessed and had used chemical
weapons; it had an active biological
weapons program and quite possibly a
nuclear research program — all of

‘which were in violation of United Na-

tions resolutions. Having encountered
Mr. Hussein and his thugs in the run-up
to the Persian Gulf war of 1991, I was
only too aware of the dangers he posed.

But were these dangers the same
ones the administration told us about?
We have to find out. America’s foreign
policy depends on the sanctity of its
information. For this reason, question-
ing the selective use of intelligence to
justify the war in Iraq is neither idle
sniping nor ‘“‘revisionist history,” as
Mr. Bush has suggested. The act of war
is the last option of a democracy, taken
when there is a grave threat to our
national security. More than 200 Amer-
ican soldiers have lost their lives in
Iraq already. We have a duty to ensure
that their sacrifice came for the right
reasons. Cl
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Ritalin
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America

WASHINGTON
- My mind was wandering the other
day when I saw a TV ad that said I
should see a mental health profes-
sional if my mind was wandering,
The ad said I might have Adult
Attention Deficit Disorder. I did have
a friend who got a diagnosis of
A.A.D.D. His wife had complained he
wasn't paying enough attention to
her and sent him to a dector, who
prescribed Ritalin for spousal atten-
tion deficit disorder. My friend lost
weight, became more focused on his
work and left his complaining wife.
The law of unintended side effects.
Ritalin abuse is rampant with chil-
dren, as well as teenagers and college
students, who like the extra stamina
to study for exams, lose weight, ramp
up performance to get in an Ivy
League college or stay awake while
getting drunk. When I grew up, there
was no Ritalin; just a big nun with a
ruler, warning you not to -be
“‘dreamy’’ or “‘a bold, brazen piece.”
If you think about it, a lot of char-
acters in literature probably had
A A.D.D. If Biff had been on Ritalin,
he could have passed those math
tests, and Willy Loman would not
have got into the despondence that
led to his fatal car crash. This gives
new meaning to the maternal admo-
nition, “Attention must be paid.”
And what about Wile E. Coyote?
That is one distracted doggie. .
I went online to take *Dr. Grohol's
Psych Central Adult A.D.D. Quiz.”
The questionnaire asked if “My
moods have high and lows.” Well, yes.
It asked if “I am distressed by the

Attention must
be paid —

10 ég 8ur empire.

disorganized way my brain works."
You bet.

Reading over the questions, I real-
ized America has A.A.D.D. The coun-
try has always had a pinball atten-
tion span, even before the Internet
and cable TV accelerated it.

The New Republic recently
dwr -4 thia “historical attention def-
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