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© Staff Director ” - oot e R o 2
" Permanent: Select Ccmm:'.thee : o A .o
on Intelligence:: -, . ; e Coee et et L
* 'House of aepresanta:ives T . W ST .
£ Washington. D.C. 20515 o - . ., ) .
_Dear Tim. ; s ’ . : L, H
SUBJ:'.CT' Notificatlon oL . e . -
. - - ., . . .. .' . . \-' ; .-
. COUNTRY: RNiger S O _" T S
ISSUE: - - Purpoz.be& Iragi At:l:empt ko gel: U:ra.ru.m fm -t
e ; N;Lger : . . o
L. A
. o) Enclosed is a hacxgrm.nd paper regarding the xubject L .-
o menl:ioned above. St . N . . . L '
- - % I » -
- (U) thuiq yn\: ha.va any’ q-.aegsl::.ons :ea-rd:.ng thic mat::em B
pleake "do net hes:.tata to-cdll. a . .
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. FRAMCCIA QFS.CERTER

SRR IO T Mast agexicies in theé Inte

. - 2
. ..

" susazcT:, SR porported Iraqi brtempt to ‘get ‘Uieniin Erom.”

. .NigEr L . . v
11igence Comminity’
iple intzlligence repoXts over the last fad
ressive pursuit of zlyminum tubes for | . |
fuge -bearings,’ high~speed N

{IC) assess that mult
- - +years on Saddem’s agg A
‘ ceéntrifuges, magnets, for cenbri
+ .  balancing machines, and computer~controlled machine teo i
.~ as the reconsolidation of hit cadre of nuclear.technicians point
_ .. to ongoing reconstitution. of his nucldar wespons programs o
+ T zodition co these reports, the 1C received.a number of. IEporLs
alleging chat Irag attempted to.get uranium from several”,
councries. Thé reporkts on attempted uranium procureient were.not
. the essential elements undeipinning our judpment that = . ¢
" recopstitntion had begun. This point is underscored by the faqt
R that in more than & dozen briefings to Congress by senlor :
. | - officials last- fall,-the uranium aciuisition attenpts vere hot °
briefed. - Betause this issue has gzifed. so much public attention,

- "events. stacting with.the disseminatjon of the iniktial
report on .the topic in:. October 2001 . B L

2. —i on 1% October 900L.°
Operations -issued 2 xeport
that indicated as of early’ 2001; Niger planned
several tons qf uraniom to Iraq. The agreement fox
uranium to Irag reportedly .was. zpproved by the
. Nigex in .2000.

. torate of

D * In. responze te .
feport noted in peragraph three, CIA published a Senior Power
. Executive Intelligence Brief {SPWR)} on-14 February 2002. that:
con¢luded, *Infoxmation on the alleged uraiium contract. betwsen
ely from a forei government ;

 service report that lacks cxu jork
clarify the information and -to determing whether it can be .
corroborated.” ' e . o . -

AEA sid Inig iresdy hat gorme 350 wns of
The comeet figures oie 199.9 ionaes of

! -’Thc 14 Fbrary 2002 assessment ervoneously sisted the |
yeliaweake—200 10ms of which were purchazed in 1978 from Nigern

s

:\#\iﬁ“"

001474

especially after the IAEA's public annouhcement that the Niger. . . .
documents .were fdrgexies, the chzono_&qu‘belou lays out the 'kti .l

et

)

-

and -Ireg ha signed. "

Ixaqg and Niger cpmesle:cclu_siv k [ o
! cisl details, -@nd. we'ale working 19

L

lg.og walll - .-

the Directorate of Operations‘ .. .
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el - © In early March 2002, the mrecmrace R -

Incelligence nrepered an analyt::u: upddce that reporced: ona .. L
meeting between thg U.S. Ambassador to Niger, the’ Deputy: . T
Commander~in~-Chief of the US Eurcpean Command and Presidens
-Tandjp of Niger, The update noted that in this late February-
.2002 meeting,. President 'Fandja indicated thak N:.ger was - -making
© - "all efforts to ensure that its uranium would be used only.for ° -
.~ peaceful purposes. We also reported that President -Tandja had .
. . .asked the US for un':pecified gssistance to ensure Niger®s uranivm . . :
- did not fall inte the wrong hands. Jour analycic update also h
stated that we had requested additional, information Erom th,e* . R
. service that provided the original reparting op - e
s 1S LOpLC an that tha sexvice cun:ently was u:nable to pmv:,de ’

new information. .

D

. B, " on_B March 2002, “the Directorat:e QE o_geratinns e
ﬁ”issenunated information--obtained independently from.a. sensitive v
source=-that indicated ‘a former Nigerien government official
claimed that since 1997,.there had been no contracks signed
bérveen Niger and any rogue. states ‘for the sale of yranium in the- -
" form of. yellowcake, while also-zs$erking thq:.@.ba‘ Jbeen pp. .
“transfers oﬁ_.;«,:alla_m;ke to. rogue states, one subsource-a formar
‘Benior Nigerien official we are confident would have Kkhown ©
.} uranium sales--alsd said that he bélieved Irag wes, interested in
% ; &ﬁcussm yellowcake purchases when it sent a delegation ‘to. ' -
) : The

: mev-in TYECLOLALE OF ODeratiohs collected Chis - '
-information in an actempt to verify or refute..m -
reporting on an alleged-Irag-Niger uranium dex Tha -~ HE

. "Directaraste of Overations assesses their sensitive source téibe " .-
. highly reliaBle] S

subsources, however, were described in the’ disseminated repocn s
. knowing their remarks could reach the US Government and noted . . ..
these individuals may have :ml:ended l;hexr cnnunenhs- to :.nfluence e L

"o as 'well as mfom. _ . : :

vranium comamcd in276.3 xormcs ol vranium ycl!owcakc. which were xmpcrled is ieezrly 19103 The pmf-se )
+ year of impogt of this material is in question as thel AEA indicales draq teceived 432 baryels of yellowiake (157435
. kg3 total) from Niger in 1981, It alss lists that in 1982, Irag rereived another 426 barrels of the material (139409 .
¥gs 10tat) from Miger, bringing the total to 276.8 wands. The Iragi declsration from. 7 December 2002 however. *-
* " indicales that two shipments of yelloweake occivred on 8§ Febnary 1931 and 18 March 198, Theseare the siniz:
" dates nomd by lraq in one section of S 1998 “Full Final 2nd Complete Declaraiion™ op its nuckear pmzﬁm These

dsscrg;unucs in daiés have been Magged to the Dcpmmcm of Sudie,
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( R ‘ f';.zq;on 25 macch 2002, the Directorate of Cpefaciuns
‘\J ’ - released’ the. tnird and finel report on the Irag-Niger uranium

issue

L By _] .On 24 September 2902. .the B.riciéh Government, - .
published a dossler titled “Irag's Weapons of Hass Destruction.” , -~
which stated that ~_there is intelligence that Iraq has sought. -~

the supply of significant quantities of uradium from Africa.*
—~  CIA avoided making a similar reference in providing text for the
U.S. White Paper entitled "Irag‘'s Weapons Of Mass pestruction
" Programs” and expressed concerns about the credibility of the
reporting to the British - prinr
to. publication of their zssessment, e
prior to publicdtion of the dessier,
British countered CIA concerns regarding credibility of Ehe :
reporting. by claiming they had corrcboriting evidence that Iraq o
sought, uranium from Africa. This alleged corroborating .
_inférmaticm, however, was nof shared with us.

On 4 October 2002, while
o - testifying before the Senate Select Committee. on Intelligence,
(’ ‘ o _ CIA offiters were asked whether they agreed with the B’:it,ifh ' )
N )? dossier -on Iraq‘s weapons programs.- CIA‘s National intzlligenze-

4 : : .0Fficer for Strategic and Nuclear Programs referenced twe points.
on which the. US diffsxed from the British:-

ANy ‘

10, | On 1 Octobexr 2002, the National Intelligence
Estimate on Ixaq’'s WMD progzam was published. It stated: *Iraq
has about 550 metric tons of yellowcake and . low-enriched uranium
ar Tuwaitha, which is inspected annually by, the IAEA.. Iraq also
began vigorously trying to.procure uranium ore and yellowcakej
acquirirg either would shorten the time Baghdad needs. to produce .
nuclear weapons, A foreign goveroment service reported that as
of early 2001, Niger planned to send se&veral tons of ‘pure
uvranium’ (probably yeliowcake) to Jrag. ARAs of early 2001, Nigez
and Iraq reportedly were still working out arrangement for this

. deal, which could be for up to 500 tons of yellowcake.
=  In an effort teo 1né: ude

Tall information related to Irag’'s nuclear-weapon program, Ieports
of attempts to aequire uranium. from abroad were included in tha
NIE, but not as one of the reascns that most agencies judged that

001476
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. State/INR noced later.
‘pursuit of n&tural urani
highly Gubious.” . ’

_issued on 5 February 2002, as. described

" . documents,  akt

- E-mail, {1CE-mail) from t

(Mot 6.8 03 15153 ST. 1552 WO Jrvvvuvviv o

Saddam was reconstituting hi :
in the document that

jum in Africa are,’

“the claims of Iraqi
in INR'S assessment, . .

11, | On 10 October 2002,
th a journalist from the. Italian

meeting from-the previous day wi
magazine Panorama. The journalist provided the Embassy wich a.
copy of documents alleging Iraq and Nj.g‘er_had'-»reached an .
agreement in‘July 2000 for the purchase of uranium. The . -
journalist identified her source as an Italian male who had
managed to cbtain the documents in question and who was now
seeking 15,000 Eure in return Eor their publication. Embassy.
Rome indicated that it had learped from CIA that the documentés
provided by the journalist were the subject of the CIA report

in paragraph three..
documents

" Embassy Rome shared copies of the ! m R
~—— e rbesy orisices Be
documenks through State Departmen channiels te.its Buyeau of Nem-

proliferation (State/NP}. The pirectorate of Intelligence did
not reguest or place & high-priority on cbtaining the actual
this time

12. - On 1S October 2002, an Intelligence Commubity
NR) to CIE acknowledges receiving
Rome and poted doubt about. :he
ffered to provide copirs
the interagency group

the Department of State {State/1
the -documents acquired by Embassy
alleged uranium deal.. State/INR alse ©

" of the documents to CIA at a meeting of ; T
occurring the next.

assigned to’ review nuclear export matters, . el .
day. The delivery did not occur, nor ‘did CIA press state/INR for
the documents, for the same reasons articulated in paragraph :
eleven. . s 7 ' ' v
_ 13. R on 13 Noyenber 2002, ,
briefing on-the status of Ixaq’s nuclear weapons program, CIA
briefed ~reporting on Iragi attempts to procure

uranjum from ALrica gxe fragmentary,” at best. We assess that
none of the deals have gone through, but it shows -that Ixag is
probably trying to scquire yranium ore ebroad:* Two additional
ovided which pointed to attempted ura(g;:cm) ;

ppints were npr _
procurement from the Democratic Republi¢ of Congo.

14. R - On 22 Novenbel 2
State Depaxtment {INR], Prench. Ministxy of Forai
pirector for Nonproliferation, Francois Richier, 3 :
had drawn no conclusion about Iragi nuc]‘.‘ear‘recgnst;tutio‘n; and
with one exception, the evidence available to France thus far was
~dual-use.” However, there was one thing ~nuclear,” France had'”
information on an Iragi attempt TS buy uranium from Niger. = = -
Richier seid France had investigated and determined that no
question from the

uranium had been shipped. ' In response to 2
001477

.

gn Affairs ) .
indicated France

he Bureau of Intelligence and Reseaxrch at”

DX64.6

. nuclear weapons program. In face, . -

Embassy Rome. reported on’'s.

N

‘as part of 2 larger ’ . o

© 2002; during a meeting at the .
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Department of Stats as te whes :
indeed had.mzde this procurement ztcempt. Richie

a direct response, but indicate

her France had confirmsd that:Ireq

d that French offic:els believed:

B

" .this reporting’ to be trus..

. = op 25 November 2002, the US Naval Cripinal -
Invescigation Service :n Marseille, .France reported informazicn::
_ from two_ of -its sources who claimed chat a large quanticy of
1y stored in baryels-at the Port ot Cotandu,

uranium was currentl rel .
. Benin and that Niger'.s Prgsidenc: had ‘sold.this material ro.Irag.

© 18, H_On' 19 December 2002, the State Department,

released & fact sheet-illustrating omissions from .the Ireqi-

. déclaration to the .UN Security Council; prepared by State/NP;.

‘Under the fmclear weapons section it stated, “The declaration .
ignores efforts to.procure, utdniuvm from Niger: why is'the Iriqi
regime hiding their uranium proéuremenpt:” During coordipatios,
CIA confirmed thdt of ~all the reportéad ‘in¢idences-of Iragi -
efforts-to acqurire uraniim from 2bréad since’ 1991, we had the

. leged ‘deal with Miger. yat

is.

most inform&tion. concerning the al
still considered the OVEr
the Weapons center for In
Control - {WINPAC) in the Dire
that Niger not bé mentioned,
who drafted the fact sheet.

time o correct the listing oh

relligence, Non-Proliferation, end Arme
ctorate of Intelligence recommended .
but ac¢cofding to the State officer
our comments were not chteined in
the State Departmenk web .site..

3 ‘ed on in. cime,’ howevsr, to rTemove it -frof %

The information was act
Ambassadoxr Negroponte®s 'statement.
a 6 Jenuary 20023
IAFEA’S. Irag Nuclear Verificatbi
Director Jacgues Baute raised the ‘$ssue of uranium procuremant
attempts from Niger and recuested that the' U.S. -provide. any
additional details regmrding this supposed transsctien. Baute
added that INVO bad not besn provided’
and, as in the past, asked for vhatever'in

provigde, however limited.. In Tesponse, | i B
began to review the reporting and analysis concexning the suspect

formation we could -

18 "~ State/INR sent CIA two ICE-ma

én 12 January and another on 13 (

concerns that the documents pertaining td the Irag-Niger deal . .
were forgeries. In response, -the WINPAC officer conducting 2 -
review of this issue discovered that CIA did

The ‘officer tock steps. to obtein the origidal

those documents.
: .‘“dommenhs from State/INR, which® .
© otcurred within Gays. . . R .

A received this information Feom the US Havy shrowgh sandard miliiary/stiaché channgls, L6, 1R

-e¥icy Jeporiing. . . . . i :
4 R ‘4‘90.131’?8;

PROVISIONALLY
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r did nor grovide

on Dffice (INVO), INVO .
with any particuler datails

3 {1 messages—one
Jandary :2003-that, expressed’ <. .-

not have a copy- of

all reporting as fragmentary. That day, . ..' ’

.. 1100100505
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L ..7 Januafy 20021 SPWR prepa"ed in respense ta :

' 15. | S
1dence of Iraq’'s nuclear weapens'

-

Ca requas;. for aod’icmnal ev .
Program noted ‘Fragmentary tepo:cing on IragQi actempts EO prcwu;:e

ies in Africa in the past severa
Irdq has no leau:inate -

e*ée.ma.nxng this issue, l-his

evious analyses,
s-had nnt:

uranium from various coualtr
years is. another sign of reconsri tutien.
“use for uranium.® . Althouah CIA wasg re-
“assessment reflected an extension of its pr
because new data-such as a cranslatmn of the document

.yet art;ved

20. In a 20 Jariuaty 2003

proposed adding points to the. infosmati

on the Irag-NWiger uranium. issug. . The’ s:a:e/:ma proposcd»
talking points included details such as how the dociments wery
acquired, but did not ineludé any judgments concerning the .
authenticity of the docunente. In the same message, Stctelm .
also advocated that the actual documents obtained from Enmbassy
Rome be passed to INVO. an exchange of messages ovex
the next few days shows artempted to honor the State,INR
requests. . State/INR concurred in the final. version of the -
talking points which are described in more
detail in paragraph twenty-fa.ve.

| | January 2003,
| issued a report
I that noted that the presence of uranium is
-common. in- the- port .0f Cotomnow, Benin, this. is the terminus of .
claimed

the normal shipping route from Niger
informstion related to d;scussions between Iraq and,. -

Niger dating-from 1883 on a pro gsal . to shi

On 23 January 2003,
- State of the Union address that, ~.the pritish government has.
learned that Saddamr Hussein recent.ly souchr. s;gm.flcant

quantities of uranium from Afxrica.” :

23.

‘ 24, . on 4 E‘ebmary ‘3003, a note frcm CIA/WINPJ\C.wgs
sent to at the US Mission to the IAEA in
Vienna and the United Nations Moniteoring, verification, and
Inspection Commission (UNMOVIC) office in New York. The note.
contained copies of the original language documents obta:.ned tfy

Zrbassy Rome. instructions in that note xndxcabgd the
0014’?9
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x':fo"rratl_on could be nassed To :.“.EAJIN\:O'S Daura..uh.xch vas - - . L

< interpreted as permission to-pass the oripinzl -decuments..- As & ' o
result, the cncme.l éox.uments were -passed to N&CNIP who pasned - R
tham -3 IWO. C . . e e < .

STl 25 —_Qn_,é—-—‘a—iemm_zg_ﬂ_l the U.S, briefed ;m.m :
. "TeSponsé Lo Baute's request Erom & Januaxy. for Lnformti.on on: the
~alleged Irag-Niger uranium agreement. :Members of the US Mission'

to the IAEA in 2 resented the information and'analyses -us

g

“I\:c: streans of reporcma suggest ‘Irag has sttempted,
to acquire ‘uIAnium.from Niger. We cannot confirm.these reparts.
- 8nd have Questions.regerding some Epeclfxc claims.; Honetheless,
we are-concernsd that these .reports may indicate Baghdad has

attempted to segure an uhreported scurce of uranium yellowcake ;
for a nuclear wespons program.” - The.tuwdy sr_reams of reporung -
referred Eo-in this bneizng ceame TEOrd e S oUTeeE. _ °

Hnurgng secreta:y 'Powell's briefing. te the N -
Secur;ty opncil-en. 5 February 2003, he did not mention attempted

Iragi procurement of uranium due to CIA cohicerns raised nuri,ng
coordination reg;rdxng the veracity of ‘the ipformation on the
alleged Irag-Niger Agreeznant .

..+ 27. CIA/WINFAC . received the’ l:runslzxte& docunents .
from the State Department on 7 Fehruary 2003. - A preliminary - .
*  eXamination of -the ‘document confizmed the identities of 2 key -
Iragi m:mm ot T
. Progress sufficiently ta fully examine other laims in the . - .
document, Xey- foremsic clues—érrers. in format end gzrammar S

contained, in the original docume’:ts-wc—re nqt conweyed :.n the .
txanslstwn process. ' . . : . .

" 28, . JEN ©Op 10 Febrvary 2003, a US pefense Al:l:aché S
Officer reported that he had examined the warghouses, as,

R described by the reporting in prragreph fifteen, and fcund t:hé

ccnta.med cotton. rat"zez: than. barrels ‘of uranium baund foxr . Irag.

' zs. I ‘On 3 March 2003, IARA/INVO ” :
: an apalysis'of the 1‘1—page document t ...
.5, provaded on t -issue. " INVD’'s review: concluded that . .

these documents were forgeries znd did not substantiate any : ..
assessment’ that Izag sought te.buy uranium from Wiger. The U.i‘.h . L.
_noted .their assessment was alse based on-intiervieys in Irasq end .
discussions with officials from Miger.. Ccpies of the ITAEA’S .
assesamenr. arrived at CIA He-‘;\aquaxhexs on .LO March 2003..

001&80
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L de. ! On ¢ March' 2003, the US Mission to Che. IARA-da- - , . ° .
" Vienna.reportea cthat "Baute axplained- ‘that the hench based chei<. = .- .
injtial sssessment on the same documents that.the US provided’ amt - )

that after further weview by the french. they zppeaxed to be . [..- -
"embariassad’ by their: initial assessment.* - o :-_' N
31. (@) o 7 March 2003, IAEA Director Gene.ral 33 Baxn#e: S

* Stated in his report to the UN Secun:y Council that day thag ' :
documerits provided by member states indicating that Iraq sou:h: ‘
o to’ byy uranium from Niger in recent years aré, "nokt it hentic, © ,“
- The IAEA concluded-thet these specific allegations were unfoundeé -
and promised to follcw up if addicional ev:.dence wera pxwidedhy

~

member scaces. . " . . . .

. 32 An 11 March "003 SE’NR ‘end memo cnncluded tbat
'We da no 1sputé the. IAEA :Director. General’s: ‘conclusion~last - -
Friday, hefore thé N Securxcy Council-that -documents on lrag's -
agreemenk to buy uraniuvm. from Niccr are noc aut.he:ntlc . L.

.
L. R R

o
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