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China’s Requirements for Continued Nuclear Testing |:| 33

China now plans to conduct at least three underground nuclear tests
next year—after plans to conduct three tests in a single year were
changed in each of the two previons years—in order to compleie its
testing program before the onsct of winter jn 1996. The planned tests
are part of a Chinese weapons modernization program that includes
developing warheads for new tallistic missiles and technologies to
enhance confidence in the warheads planned for China’s stockpile
under a nuclear test ban. A failure or delay of the remaining tests
could extend the testing schiedule and delay China’s acceptance of a
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty. [ | -
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China’s Requirements for
Continued Nuclear
Testing

China now plans to conduct at least three under-
ground nuclear tests next year-—after plans to conduct
three tests in a single year were changed in each of the
twao previous years—in order to complete its 1esting
program before the onsel of winter in 1996, The
planned tests are part of a Chinese weapons medern-
ization program that includes developing warheads
Sfor new ballistic missiles and technologies to enhance
confidence in the warheads planned for China'’s stock-
pile under a nuclear test ban. A failure or delay of the
remaining tests could extend the testing schedule and
delay China's acceptance of a Comprehensive Test
Ban Treary (CTBT).
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Likely Objectives of the 1995-96 Nuclear Tests
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