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Bupso Rosa, LaTcHiNIAN ANp Napco TERRORISM

On October 28, 1934, the FBI seized a shipment of 345 kilos of
cocaine worth an estimated $40 million on a rural airstrip in South
Florida. The proceeds from the sale of cocaine were to have been
used to finance a plot to assassinate Honduran President Roberts
Suazo Cordoba. ! # ;

Arrested in the plot were General Jose Bueso-Rosa, who was at
the time the Honduran military attache in Santiago, Chile, Geoard
Latchinian, a Honduran arms dealer living in Miami, and Faiz 8
kaffy, a Honduran businessman also li'rnn% in Miami. All wers
charged with conspiracy to commit murder.?

At the time of the arrests, FBI Director Williarmm Webster stated:

We don't want internstionsl terrorists to establish
beachheads or bases for operations in the United States
Buc]indaflthey have enjoyed for years in other parts of the
world.

Factual Admissions by the United States in the trial of Oliver
North, released publicly on April €, 1939, revesled that “in mid-
September, 1986, Lt. Col. North advised Admiral Peindexter that -
L5, Ambassador Negroponte, General Gorman of Soutk Com,
senior CLA official Duane Clarndge, and Lt. Col. Nerth had worked
ount arrangements for support of the [Contra] Hesistance with Gen-
eral Bueso-Rosa, a former Honduran military officer who had re-
cently been convicted of offenses in the U.S. Li. Col. North suggest-
ed that efforts be made on Bueso-Roes’s behalf to deter him from
disclosing details of these covert activities, ®2

Bueso-Rosa was subsequently extradited from Chile te the United
States. While Latchinian was convicted by a federal jury on con-
epiracy charges and sentenced te 30 years in prison, Buesc-Rosa
was treated very leniently. He was sentenced to five years at Eglin
Air Force Base federal prison camp in Florida, after senior U.5.

vernment officiels attempted to intercede on hizs behalf since
‘. . . he had been a friend to the U.5. . . . involved in helping us
with the Contras.”#® The Justice Department had objected strenu-
pgusly to the lenient treatment sccorded Bueso-Rosa, arguing thset
the conspiracy was the "most significant case of narco-terrorism
yet disﬂuv&redy,” b

On November Z1, 1987, Jorge Ochoa was arregted on a highway
in Colombia driving a $70,(8{) Porche owned by Said Speer. a Hon-
duran Colonel serving as s military attache in Bogeota. Said-Speer
denied knowing Ochoa and said that his use of the car was unau-
thorized, but he could not explain how he was able to purchese
such an expensive car on the pay of 8 Honduran Colonel .28
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