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1. Sometime g6 Lt Gommanden-ﬁélsh and Lt Colonel Dsaﬁ
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Y 6T - s Lty Colonel Richard H, Frea, Roow 4181, New War Deparfuent

agreed on = froghum wherein Comitander Welsh would prepare a resume
of Atomic Energy Resespcdh 1n Ruasig and Calerel Deaﬁ'woulﬁ prevare

a snmilar repert on I?'r:.:s,nce.

-

2, Iﬁalosa& 1e the Pesumd emtitled "Atomlc Energy fiesearch in

Dean,

France"; ‘dated 29 August 1346, urepared From noﬁes Teft here by-Colonel

3. Tbe Tesume on Russla ﬁill be ‘forwarded to your offisa ag

L éoan 8s.it is available,

J
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The most important single factor in the atomic energy ‘program of

c& wes the creatlon, by .ofdimarce of 16 October 1945, ‘of the High

mnissariat-for Atomic Enangy. This orgemization is-am Imstitution of

aient;fio, ‘technical apd industrial nature, endowed with civil personality,

. mistern.al powelas and administrative and fineneial autonomyy. Lmdalg, the

e authority and control of the Presidemt of the Prov1slonal French GGVern-
msnb. By law its.aimsg. 816: A8 followss

- T a, Td pursﬁéuatomic research, bath scientific and taehmiaal foé Ry
: the purpose. of developing atomic energy in the intereats of . B
] spianca, industry and national defense,

, ¥o study measures necessary -for protection of- persomel agaxnﬁt
- destruction effecta of atomie energy,. -

To erganize and: control the ‘prospecting and exploitation
of‘n&aeasary raw materxala.

ds To realize om an industrial seale the neoessary davelepments.

. fer generating atomic ENOrgY,

e. To furnish the govermuent with all iﬂformatlon conceﬁning

ahomic enorgy, ard to sdviee the. govoriment in- nagqtiating

. inﬁannatiomal‘agreem@nts.

‘ £y Im gemeral, %o take all measures for placlng Franga in .

L . position to benefit from developmeats of this branch ef

o T

e

oL " The program of the High Gomnlssariat is- dlrected by an admihiaﬁﬂp
committea, named for a period of five years, and organized ag follcws:

-

)

' High Gommissioner " % "Frederie Joliote Guriﬁﬁﬂ' T
e . General Administratont . Esoul Dautry— dued T Y
,Saieﬁtlfic*mamberg““ . Ire e uqliot*Gurie ‘ -

' Befenses (?eneral Bloch-Dassaulé)

Tha General Sa{retary x’ e Bemval.éb Prof. of Ghemistr Gonserygtqira- )

National des, Arts et Me% oPEe .

\1

. B

machnical and. scmentific regearch in &f
is<nndar the direction of\L,Hmearskig regently

Guaron and- Bartrauﬁ Galdsehmidt ,L&beratoxiea
ﬁhe“cémmisaaaiat ' 5 z

:‘on ef Mme J‘olio’s—Curia
ar Ja&iotuéﬁrie. .
e &b o under Jolio




: extly off thﬂ appointmant of the following
sédrﬁat“as "Gonseillers SCientlfiques e

. “ .‘:s.‘= duL \n,:i;

.- Leon Bertrand+4* | Aimb Cotto a *fﬁ'
Emile Borgel¥ ; Marcel Daléﬁ,ne D g, §p4L4;z
Louls de Broglie Peul langevin =~ «

Maurice de Broglie: . Paul lebeau -
Albert Gaquot” Gustave Houssy

"‘n\‘ oy
]

. Not all of these men are Gommunist sympatnzzers, and ;t will be f
_noted that they are mostly ®grand old men' -of solence, It is believed that

- their role in the program of the Comn1ssar1at will not.be grest, except as
sclentific sdvisers,

At the time of his appointment as High Bommissloner of the Comw
mlssarlat Jollot publncly stated the Jo*low1ng aing of the Commissaklat: .

A e* o

a. To coordlnata experiments of French sclentists.
R b. To operates.
v . (1) 4 small-~zcale saml-industrlal center not far from Paris,

g (Port de -Chatillon),
;o S " _(2) & lerge etomic plant 31tuated in the provinces, far from}tﬂ,x
AN S oo large. conters of population. Voatrissr

(31 ‘Production and pprification of raw msteridls, |

o . . Gy To follow closely thg progrcss of foreign axper;ments;

. It is 1nterest1n5 to note that although Jollot places great emphasig
on the peacetine simg of the ﬂrganizatlon, the ordirance creating the High
Commissariat provides for. regearch in the interests of ndtional defense, or
in other words,*research to provide stemic weapons and defenses agsainst them,

- The appointmént of & military member, president of the Committes of Goordinaw—

tion of Sc*antific Reeagrch for National Defense, iz, alone, a slgnifiocant
fact ‘ s ’

I T P e

long establlshed and carrving on 8
RNt o whiéh eould have impcrtanﬁ bearlng on .
,ﬁgyi -P?incmpsi -atleng’ tbese eret e _ e

By Centre Natio. 1 de la Recherche. Scientifi ne, Thla ie a public insti-

tutiem urider the Ministiy of Education, which coordinstes and encourages. .
sclenxafic.rééearah dn 81" £380ds and allots roney for such work, hoth to

ﬁ*, i js,and tb indfviduags, The Gentre, fb' er y undeér. ﬁhﬂ &i@ect;nn

; :6% assiatant airee;e“p‘ opcra'es THe
s @ 3 NXY) (Seine), on
e"=tory &%és ﬂ@f aﬁ p@%'@«% posgess & ¢ 'Enm aceord;ng

, yelatnon
gWapaper reperts, & @ycletrgu we¢ghing abaﬁﬁ:five hunﬁred tong is to o
bo canstructed theves . . |
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« "The eboratory. is- cones ; egsarch ofi & Physiaes j'
e on radio-actlﬁe bodias and the ‘study’of E}rays; Its divec
Be.iérne, prafesaor of the Facult.-af Sclances of the Urimﬂrsity

} o Ve

. c. The Gollege de Frence, This is an imstitution of } higher learn- .
&evoted trineipally to researches and' studies, Joliot-Curi s oocupies ¢

chair of muclear physics at the College de France, which possesges a
ﬁhirtybton qyclctron, wtil recently the onlv one in France. £, -

S de Pa Wby of Soiences - Uhiversit
" tories devoted to physics and_ahemiatry.

of ¥ari + Numerous labiora-
. %,

Ingti uﬁ,de Chimie, Univergity of Parl . This institute is o
attached to the F&cu‘%y-cf Bedehoed of Ahd'University, It gives practical .
instruction In fhe fields of ‘chemistry for those interested in industrial or
_sclentlfic pareers, It awards the diploma of Chemical~Engineer,

f; Institut Henri—?‘incars!? This insbitute is under tbe Faeultv of _
Beiences, It includes atidied in. theoretical phy51cs, caleulations of -
probabilities -aud -mathematical physics. -Its divector is EmiZe Bdrel, . ”rancls
Perrin, Langevin, TLouis dé Broglie and Flie Gartan are, or-have been, on- :
the Comite de Birect;en of this 4mstitute,

i

~

2 Iﬂstltutcdu Qancer, ' Research im radio-biology, . o

tidue Theorigue et 31"11 wee. Studies In. optics, . Ve

i, ,eff oz de la Kecherche Scientifigue Gelonis g+ Egtablished inm
November 1944 foy-the purpose of encouraging and developing scientific .. :
research in the"aeelonial Ppossessions .of France, 'This orgenization.ig -’ T
partncularly intexested in developing young teehnlcigns .for prospsoting -
. r,oitlng naturgl resonrces in the colonies, The director. is Rsag;
' ‘Joliot-Burie is pres¢demt o tha adminlstratlve council.-

ﬁiﬁegtor:

instrueﬁion in atnmic ﬁhyaics, under the direction or‘gwei ‘
Thig institution was dawaged by bombing during the war; snd Wi
‘have! to be rebullt bafers aerlous reaearoh 1 GaR, ba,canried,ong

Vi

J,;Gueron.
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de B; e, Parig. .This is ar entire.
rue de Chateaubriend, The labora-
in the rear of +the building,

0. Groupe de Imboratolres, of the CNRS, (see 2a), ab Bellewie; : ™' -
on the outskirts of Paris, THese are laboratories for pure end applied.”. -,
‘research. 4 powerful electro-magret, which -belongs to the Academic des

Sciences, is installed here,

P« To the above-listed laboratories and ‘organizationg should be o
added the feecilities of the Gom e Genersle de Radiologie, the Societe ..
- JEhi and the Sogiete de Recherches et dlitudes dlUphigue et de Sclences ' "
ontexes, desigrers and producers of equipment, also Thamgon-Huston eleotriecal
 equlpment manufacturers, who have recently shtown inberest im the Sryth re-
port and who, it is asgumed, will be making nuclear research equipment,

U pedelite ‘ | .

E France d&ﬁﬁo@ boast of asg vast a guantity of world-famed stomic
selentists ag can the United States, bubt.the country has mevertheless a

number of first-rate researchérs in the nuclear. fleld, principal of whom
ar'es " ‘ '

, , 2. Fredéric Joliot-Curle, leading figure in the Tield of atomic
research, Nobel Prizé wimmer with his wife, snd prominent personality in the
French Comimist Ferty, He is High Gommissioner for #tomic Energy, Fro-

. fessor at the Gollege de Frauce, presidemt of the sdministrative council
of the Offide de la Récherche Sciemtifique CGolomizle and former director
of. the Certre Netional de la Recherche Seientifique.

_ b;.;;@éﬁé Joliot=Curie, his wife, -Interested primarily in
sélemtific research, She apparently takes little interest inm politics,

. ¢+ FElotre Auger, brother-in-law of Francis Perrin, (each mairied
the other's sister); former student of Joliot, - Also worked in Camade on
the British project. He is mow Director of Primery Educatlon in Frence,

Qemmist. o oL . - )

. G ErénciaPerrin, Prof..of Atomic Puysics; Gollege ‘G6 France;
s1dner’ of the CompiSearist. Morked In US and Ganads, e

B .€s Ly Kowangkl, is probably in charge of adminiptrative dubles under
duger in the Commissarist, Durimg the war he was a member of the British

tean ougaged om the project, He will essist in.the direction of the technical
exd 'gelenbific research in chemistry for the High Commissariat, -

£, "Maurice de Broglie, physicist, member of the Academie deg Seiences,
He is & special¥et’in-Fadiations and & Selentific Consultant for the High . v
-Gommigsariat for Afomin. Energy., Wealthy, head of the de Broglie family which
- has produced a lohg 1iné of statésmen, selentists, nilitary leeders snd
Literary figures, . Voo TR, :
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al; & 1“Maurice. He iga o
] .-fﬂlso scientific eonsultaﬁt fop HG&E

cgeorges Teis o Director of the Centre Netiocnal de_la.:a“
t1figué and Prgfessor at the Sorborné, Not a nuclear - B
ﬁ,ist but a biologish, - Ik of interest as head of CNRS and as*s Coms. .~
‘May be tied with biological”aspects of muclear research; /

/S
i, dJean Thibaud diyector of the Atomic Physics Tnstitute of

the ‘University of Lyon, author of several books on nuclear vhysics,

: e . iAg,| chief of the Wadloblolovloal Laboratory
of the CentreMnticancereux at seille, Author of the book (1946) Le:
Cyclotron, Has studied im the Btates with Lawrence. (to whom hig book

is dedicated), and will probahly teke an active part ir nuclear re-
seaich with or -under Joliot., He is a fornev student of Jol;ot and &gm
sistent at. the College de Fremee, :

e k. / Nilitary mepgber of the, Hivh Oomniesar1at,
18 kmown ag e teohnician om scientific warfare, as an~av*ﬂt¢on gpecialist and
as a General who had political aspirations., Dassault is & pseudonym adopted
by Genersl.Bloch when he joinmed the Pesistance, He 4is kpown for his extreme
left opinion and ig & member of the Commititee of Direction of the Commmist
organization Fromt Nati onal, of which he was formerly military-commander, -
‘1t was prebebly through the Front National that he came in close contaet with
Jollot. He. immm&eaident of the Committee of Goordinetion of Sclemtific Ne-

#d Natjonal Defence, as well as Grand ChanGGTIOr of the Legion

~
~

: 1s Bertrand Goldschmidt will essist in the direction of techmical
and sclenbifiec .research in chemistry for the High Gomﬂissarlat. -He worked
at Chicago on the Mimerican project“ anc with the British group in Canada,
He will be concerned, most likely, with ore dressing problems, He was an
‘officigl Frencb observer at Bikini, . '

e Payl Langeﬁln, age 74, recently retirved as Diréctor of the Heole ° .
de Physiqie st de Shimle and Proiessor at the Gollege de France, He is.5
- membér..of the Commmist Party and was recently appointed to the ng} Gom-sgdf’ _
« pegsriatied nduol tex- 3biéﬁ¥ifietﬁﬁvisers. ity ‘chaiv. of Expérdimental l&tfﬁ:’
Physics Bedame: - that of‘Amamic Fhisics and s held by Perrin (v. sunra),

ot },;r.:;a.; i
RO

- ' Cmy Jy Gueramr Gfef ds Service to the Commisserdat, The Free
Fremch foreoes placed him &t the dispesal of an English research greup on
-glow meutrons, Wewt with it to Canada., Is Haitre de Gon$erences of the
Sciemca Faculty of the Uaiver31ty of Strasbourg,

n AL Rew Uaterial

. Prineipal bottleneck ia the work of the Commissarist is the lack
. of large stocks df. fissionable material with which to carry on larre-ﬂcale
experimentation, 'for Fremce does mot have access to urapium supplies, 4
team of some. twenty sqientistn 18 at~present prnspectirg the French Empire

. ©
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erdng déposit Axivm; thorium’ and berylliuvm ;s
ey on the work .of! the Commisbariet; There:are gome twenty. - ]
Lol uranivn in Metropoliten Frenee, all in the region kaowd = .- °°
#1f+Gentral, = These-deposity have beem kinows to mining eircles ... . .
L & geperation, but wtil recently (within the last thiee monthad ..
e’ had even been prospected, 'so that little was kmown régarding = -

“or quality of the deposits, - Aeccording to Dr, George Wi Baim ,

okly value is as geological phenomena and exploitation is mot prectissl, L
Borium and uranium is known to exist in. Madagasear axd it ic Lo be .
otied that these deposits will be exploited, although the yield is smgll, -
3dint states that it is possibie that thorium nay be discovered .in the -« . °
ench. Congo but results of prospecting in that reglon are not yet kmnown,

January 1946 Joliot told & Swiss scientist that France has on hand two

",‘>Eﬁn§rgd.tons of uramium, -

LS RelMel - - -

 Joliot-Curie, leading perschality in the nuclear field in France
‘today, is a. confirmed Qolmunist, as is also the mew Director’ef the Centre
Natioral de la Recherche Séientifique, Georges Telesier, formerly assistant .
- @irector under Joliot,; Auger amd Frascis Perrin are also saild %o he Come
muniste, Lengevid, Jglict~Curie's former teacher, is certainly Communist,
‘It appears that Joliot'has surrounded himself as much as possible with
selentists who hatye more or less the same political views as he himself
has, and it scems likely that the Commissariat for Atomic Energy, or at
- least the primeipal poste in the organigation, will be held by persons
who think along the same political lines as Joliot, & Pairly good source .
2 ih Perils states that prospective persomnel-sre carefully scresned for politieal
é}”{u ' views before being chosen to work with the High Commissariat, The presence

4 of Dautry, a techniclam, ig explaired on the basis of hig previous record.
o . . as an expert ergexiZer and manager of large enterprises, The Commmish
3 :Q, . Party is unduestionably pushing Joliot for all he is worth and its organ,
- - "Humanite",. is -enthusiastic in its praise of his greatness,
. ” T

N : "ﬁﬁasaééa far from being in a position to construct lgnge ingtallations
T such as the Manhattan Project built in the United States, and Joliot~Gunie .
Predkly. dduite Wiy The duitial. snfittment. of “the French Hiph'Gofidgsardatss v ¢

for Atomic Enérgy, 500,000,000 frencs, is hardly- sdéquate for such an padeps’
teking, although it should be borme in mind that edditional sums may be ap=
propriated for the project as needed, Joliot hes stated that osme of the aims
‘ of his Gommissariet is the operation. of a small experimental plont for the. -

- study and development of uranium machines, and of this he is probebly capable,

] Such en experimental plant would most logleally be operated at Jéidot's
- Ivry leboratory, ‘where he-alreedy has facilities for. carrying oW resesrch -
and where there ig a soupce of great elegtrical power. . The work could dso u
be esrried onm at??elleggg or im the laboratory of the Oollege de Frence,

e
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the fort, thé other at{lie Bouchet, in the explésive factory, should not
. be overlooked. - The two laboratéries, fairly isolated, would be ideal fo
construction and operation of experimémtal pile,.

TOP SEQRET

o LS i S ST T : . . . = ..
g&rf."ﬁ"““mawmwsu--"zr.w.-mgxmmmﬂw_z_w«m-:\ww«mwﬁmmnu_sm-.-“smmm‘.amumuwﬂa_..m“- ot T e e e

Possibilitytflzse of {wo new lsborstoriés, one at Chatillon, ia"
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o Joliot further stated that he Planned construction, in ihe provihges;:

. far’ from centers of civilization, of a large atomic. plant:  His chanceg el |
“bulldisg sueh an installation are probabily remote:ab theipreseat; ginge W' "
Frapce now lacke a great meny thingg du.the way of comstruction' materia] and
equipment., Probable locstion of such.& plant, viewed:from the standpoint .-
of need. for elsatrical power, strategig 1ecation and isolated areag, would | u
be in the Massif Central, in south cemtral France, S o :
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