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NEW INFORMATION OH BOUTE APRICA'S WUCLBARR PROGRAM AND
SOUTH AFRICAN-ISRAELI NOUCLEARR AND MILITARY COOPERATION

SumEaLy

Huclesr Weapons Program

axpands and confiriis QUL Knowlouos
weapons Program. R I
indicates that Bouth Africa foIma Tlauncned 2 weApons progran

in 1973, Itz scientistzjg ware kazsked to develop a gun~

assembly, implosion, and thermonuclear weapons designs, In 1979,
{dentified a probable undarground puclear
rast Bite in the Kalaharl Desert. The resulting interpatlional

uproar reporiedly caused Prims Ministey Vorsier to opger 2 halt
to further nuclear weapons devalopment. (5

He have had no direst Indicatlon of any pubgequent
activities in the weapons program. We balieve, however, that
gounth Africa alraady aither poasessas noolaar devices or hag all
the cowponents necessary to aaasmble such devices on very short




-

nbtice.mgﬂnﬂrm the followiny
already Wp data a u ‘ 2a'g nuclear waapons
progran:

e bl galahn:i Tast Site was intended for nuclear weapons
testing.

-- Sonkh African scientista anticipated a yiald, had they
testad, of 20 kilokona, , .

-- Rasearch on both a gun-sasembled device using two modified
naval guns and on the firing system for an implosion
daviee was copducted at the Someraet West explosives

facllity over the period at least from 1973 o 1977, %

- South African scientlsts believed that nuclear rasting was
rot reguired, becauss of the faverable nuclear weapon
modelling results they had obhtained.

«~ Ppzaible nuolear-related high explos
spcurred in the Kalahs pazert g

ive teéting also

: 1377 to
fu=l qyecle.

Onin SEpatAbLon piant

P pla
gouth Afriza with a comple

o
te pucleafd

South Africa's valindaba
granium enrichment plant HAS been producing highly enriched
uraniute since 1978. We estimate that this is long endigh to have
pzaﬂﬂeii highly engiched wraniom for seaveral nuglear wWeapons.

South Africa-Izcaeld Huslsar Cooperation

~e South African and Ispamli militery officials hold mentings
every four to alx months to disciea the atatuz of thelx
pilitazy relatiopship, hot condect reuklne business
through military attaches in thelr res ctive embasales.

-~ South Africs pupplied the Israslis with depleted uranium
for anti-tank rounds, as well ax natural uranium cods
during the perlod from 1972~75.
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wa balieve that military ccopsration between Isgasl amd
mauth Africa has been axtensive, necessltating ragular contact
between Igraell and South African militaxy affielals, Israsll
offlcers are ragularly invited te lecture in South Africa and
South African militacy peorsonnel have participated in 2 varieby
of Isgraeli training programs. The intelligence ralationship is
also guite intimate, as is symbolized by Tal Aviv's appointment
in 1979 of the former head of the Israsli intalligence garvice as
Ambassader to Pretoria. The list of weapons Of Iseawl] origin In
the South African arsenal--Raghef-class patrol boats, Gabriel
surface-to~surface missiles, Callil rifles, and Uzl
submachineguns--i% tegtimony to large-scale arms deals in the
past, ODelaysd deliveries from agreaments reached before the OH
arme embargo in 1577 and tha South African use of iaraell
middlemen to gain access to commereinl internaticnal armg deals
makes it diffiomlt for us Lo aAspess ourrant arms rrading baotween
the two countries. We have no hard evidence refuting Tel Aviv's
official denials that it has violated the UN arms embargo. -~

Orher than South Africa's sale of 10 tons of nominally
safeguarded uranium to Israel in 1963, we have liktle confirmed
information about Zouth African-Israeli nuclaar gooparation;
degpite numerous reports and/or rumorsd 1inking the two atates.
Given I1orasl's owerall technical expertise and South Africa’s
uranitium reecurces and entichment technology, each aide ayld
contribute to the nuclear weapona program of the pEher

T e jonetheless, we DAVE A
confixmed reports of eguipment or technology tranafer, nor G0 we
know whether South Africa Is wtill providing uranium. <B-88)




