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Ralations betwesn South Africa and Isvasl
' hava in pecent years axpanded to include
egtenzsive ecunomic dealings and close
politigal ties--and appear to be sirong
gnnuqh to overcome their inherent draw-
acke .




SOUTH AFRICA = ISRAEL: STATUS OF RELATIONS M’

pies betwsen South Afriea and Israel, once heavily
military ond highly sscretive, have opensd up ia reoent
years to include extansive economic dealings, a growing
tourist trade, and a glose palitical relationship. This
crend was fostered by former Prime Minister Vorstar's
vigit to Israel in 1976, The sonpection has mutual po-
1itical drawbacks and potential pitfalls--chiefly for
israel, which is trying to sstablish diplomatic relations
with saveral black African statege--but the foundation
of Sputh African -~ Israsll re)ations is strong sneugh to
syarcome mast obstacles.

Affinitiss and Frictions

one of the keys to the velationship haz always been
found in South Africa's influeptial Jewish community.
The approximataly 120,000 Jaws in South Africa are strong
2icnists and have extensive Family ties in Iszrael. They
have contributed more per wapita to Zionist funds than
any other Jewish community and stend second only to Amer-
ican Jews in total annwal contributions.*

A number of other cnltural and psycholagical affini-
ties undsrlie the relationship. The Afrikansrs and Is-
raslis both see themsslves as "chosen people” and as the
enbhodinent of 01ld Testament values, They both resisted
British aolonial rule with eventnal succass. Moreogvex,
I1srae)l and Soputh Afrjea are virtual pariashs in the inter-
pational commupity, and within their respective regions
both are isolated and surrounded by actual ox potsntial
snemies . k&
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in the eapztruction of & nuslear-powered submayine in
Burban are without basisz in fact. The list of weapons
of Israeli origin in the Ssuth African arsenal, however,
ig axtensive~-a tesitimony to past large-ocales arms trade
between the two sides, Included in Pretorials inventory
are Rashef-clags patrol boats, Gabriel surface~-to-sur-
face missiles, Galiil rifles, and Uzl submachinequna.
&7

Israal'z decision %o interpret the UN arms embarge
againzt South Africa in 1977 ps ohly covering future
dealings has contributed to the arms zales conbroversy.
Although the deal iovolving the Reshef patrol hoats and
their azcompanying Gabriel mirsiles was cencluded in 1975,
delivery of the boats and misgiles continued through 1578.
South Africa in faect is still building the boats under
Ispaali license.

Delayed deliveries, couplsd with South Afzican use
of Israeli middlemen te gein access o commereial intexr=-

natjonal arms dealers, complicate our understapding of
arms tradine twp countrias. Despite

arms deliveries to South Africa, thers iz no hard evi-
denca refuting Tel Aviv's official denials that it has
eongludad arms deals with South Africa sinoes 1977 ox
iz otherwize wviclating the UN arms embargo as it inter-
preta ik,

Hugloar Ties

Spaculation about ZFouth Afxican = Israsli collab-
oration in predusing nuclear weapons hag besn rife sipnos
1963, vwhen Pratoria sold Tel Aviv 10 tons of nominally
safequarded uranium. Prime Minister Vorster's proposal
in 1976 for a series of scientifiz and technical ax-
charngez and the reportz linking Somth Africa and larasl
to the September 1979 Pevent® in the Sputh Atlantic have
raised such speculation to new heights. .

8 June 1981




