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‘| ments represent the views ¢f the Office of Scientific Intelligence and the Forelgn

| tive questiona concerning items in this publication may be addressed dlrectly to the

This publication is intended to furnisk the intelligence community with a timely
survey of significant current sclentific intelligence. The items herein are based on
selected incoming reports of .all kinds recelved during the previous week. The com-

Missile and Space Analysls Center and .are coordinated to the extent possible in
the time available within CIA but, being based on the materlal at hand, are sub-
ject to change on recelpt of further information or analysis. We caution against
action taken solely on the basis of the preliminary evaluations herein. Substan-

Surveyor Staft, OSI, CIA Headquarters, Langley. (Code 143,' Extension 8516) e
Questions concerning distribution should be forwarded through appropriate depart- ,
mental channels, . bob j o -
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iSouth Africans RaiedaezPurther Information on Their Isotope

: Separation Process: | Whe south African Atomic Energy Board
alrman Roux in {catad in recent discussions that the

| secret new South African isotope separation process is

low in capital cost but .is a heavy power user. The process

lends itself to even smaller scale plants than the centri-

fuge. Their. ective is .to have a plant in operation

by 1978-80. o * ‘ T
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S Comment: The: 1sctope saparatlon process to be utilized
;! by the South Africanc .is still unknown.: The statement

.1 that:it will be a heavy power user indicates that it is
:slzkely to be a physﬂcal rather than chemical process of

i uranium isotope separation.; The fact that the process

lends itself to small scale pladts indicates that the
process has a high- qaparatlve cdpability. = Gas chromoto-
graphy appears to-be ruled out since that process is not
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The South Africans have previously'

stated that the process is not gaseous diffusion, gas
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