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PORTUGUESE TIMOR - £[YX)i\ AT

1.

HE REPCRTED THAT GENERAL SURONQ AND ALL THREE CHIEFS OF STAEF .
‘TCGETHER WITH COMMANDER OF NATIONAL STRATEGIC COMMAND WERE THERE,
C137 AIRCRAFT OF INDONESIAN AIRFCRCE WERE POSITIONED ON LITTLE |
'HQED MAUAI ATRFIELD AND WERE DUE THIS AFTFRN“ON TO LIFT. 5a7
BRIGADE (AIR LANDING) Pstvroqcsn WITH HEAVY EQUIPMENT PLUS 0N
PARACHUTE BATTALION TO ATAMBUA ON THE BORDER OF PORTUGUESE

TIMOR, MAVAL FORCES CFF DILI-NOW COMPRISE AT LEAST TWO RIGA

CLASS DESTROYERS, TWQ SUBMARINES AND SUPPORT SHIPS, AT LEAST ONE
COMMANDO BATTALICN 1S EMRBARKED. FCUR INDONESIAN MIG 17 AIRCRAF
HAVE BEEN: PCSITiOHED AT AiRriLLJ'RE 3iCA (AMPENAN) LOHBOK

WITH UNKNOWN NUMBER GF INDONESIAN SABRES. - THESE. ARC THUS WITHIN
STRIKING RANGE TO PROVIDE AIR SUPPORT CVER PORTUGUESE TIMOR,

KCDAM 16 HAS ESTABL1ISHED A FORWARD COMMAND PGST AT ATAMBUA BUT

5 ~ BELIEVES THAT HANKAM ARE RESERVING COMMAND

TO THEMSELVES. ' o

2. WHEN 1 SAW GEN ALl MURTOPC TH!S MCRNING THE SUBJECT OF
TIMOR CAME UP IN OUR CONVERSATION AND | MENTIGRED THE HOPE THAT
THE FUTURE OF THE COLONY COULD BE DECIDED BY SELF-DETERNINATION
AMD THAT AS A RESULT OF~FPET‘L!K’S REPCRTED EXCESSES THE MASS
CF THE POPULATION WOULD DECIDE THAT INTEGRATION WITH IRDONESIA
MiGHT BE tﬂ-THE-TFR91TGRY’S BEST INTERESTS: AND | STRESSED THE
CANGZRS OF OVERT ARMED INTERVENT{ON PARTICULARLY SO FAR AS

INDONESIATS POSITION Vi THE G.N. AND WITH PUBLIC OPINION IN TH
WEST WAS CONCERMED.  GEN MURTOPGC SAID THAT THE PRESIDENT WAS,
AS HAD EEN OFTEN STATED, FULLY CONVINCED CF THE IMPORTANCE OF
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SELF-DETERMINATION: AND HE GAVE ME NO INDICATION THAT THE
PRESIDENT HAD CHANGED HIS PERSONAL ATTITUDE IK TIMOR.

3. NCVEPTHELESS lh: MILITARY DEVELCerNTS IF PARAP APH 1

SUGGEST THAT THE MILITARY ARE PREPARING FCR EARLY QVERT ACTION,
.DEFENCE ATTACHE DEL{EVES FT UNLIKELY THAT THESE LARGE. LATEST

rcvswLNTs WOULD HAVE TAYEN PLAcr UNLESS HANKAM BELIEVED THAT .

THE PRESIDENT WOLLD ALTHpPI°E EARLY ACTICN . THEY CANNOT

LONG MAIKTAIN SUCH LARGE FORCES SC FAR FORWARD WITHOUT SERIOQUS

LOGISTIC PRCBLEMS B

4,  OCT 5 1S 1 Eth CELEERATED AS THC 3GTH AMNIVER°ARY CF TdE
| NDOMESI AN A ARMED FORCES AND OCT 6 AND 7 ARE THE AKNUAL FEAST
DAYS MARKING THE EXD OF RAMADAN, TO MY MIND I T DOES NOT AT
b3 WITH THE PRESIDENT’S c&u|zcm AND LACK OF PAMACHE To CHOOSE |
THIS TIME TO. thA“E PGR*UGUECE TIMOR. | INCLINE TO THE BELIEF
rmEFOPE THAT HE HAS NCT YET CHANGED HIS MIND BUT'TPAT THE
HAWKS IN HANKAM EXPECT FURTHER INCIDENTS WITHIE THE NEXT FEW
DAYS WHICH WILL FINALLY PERSUADE HIM TO. .
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