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Gorbechev opened the meeting by remarkinc that just days be-
fore the twc leaders had been mov¢no toward¢ Geneva., Thev were
now movince toward the completion of their meeting. Gorbachev
understood that this would be their last official session. He
invited the President to start the session.

The President began by noting that he would like to summarize
his discussions with Gorbachev over the previous two days. He
had a few points to make and would be interested in seeing if
Gorbachev could agree.

There had been two days of candid conversation on a wide range
of issues. There were clear differences on such questions as
nuclear weapons, on the political philosophy of the two countries.
It was important tc be realistic and to have no illusions regard-
ing our differences.

But there were some common concerns as well. Both sides had
expressed their commitment to deep reductions in nuclear armaments
and their hope to eliminate such weapons entirely some day. Both
-would like to intensify discussions on how to increase strategic
stability and reduce the dangers to either side.

The President repeated his conv1ct10p of a need for a shift
from Geterrence basea on strategic arms to a greater reliance on
Gefensive svstems. If our research was borre out it would be
necessary to discuss how to introduce defensive svstems. There
was also a need for greater mutual trust through compliance with
obligations under bilateral and multilateral agreements from arms
control to the Helsgsinki Finel Act,

in addéitior. to creating a safer strategic environment, it was
recessary tc ené trecic regional conflicts. The two sides dif-~
fereé on the causes of regional tensions, but the President be--
lieved koth saw the need to intensify the consultative process on

iocal coniiicts. &s he had said in his October UNGA speech, the
United States was prepared to associate itself with bold initia-
tives to resolve conflicts which had damaged U.S.-Soviet relations
and aggravated international tensions. This was behind our pro-
posals for military disengagement and to end outside involvement
in recional struggles. The people of the various regions must be
able to solve their own problems.

There were a number of bilateral questions which could be
resolved if the necessary political will was there. The two sides
should be able to agree to a fundamental expansion of exchanges
in the areas.oif- culture, science, and athletics as a means of
promoting greater mutual understanding.

The President described hie discussions with Gorbachewv as
rich and constructive, He wacs pleazsed that the two leaders would
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continue *Hﬂ vrocess by visgitine cach otherxs' countries. Be
locked forwardé itc the pleasure o‘ Gorbachev's visit to the U.S
in 1986, and tc his own visit teo Mcoscow in 1887. The results of
the Geneva meetings would be clear only in the months anéd vears
ahead.

The President then read the following statement on the Nuclear
and Space Talks (NST) for the Soviets' consideration as a joint
statement of what might be accomplished in those discussions:

"The President and the General Secretary discussed the nego-
tiations on nuclear and space arms. They agreed that work on
these negotiations should be accelerated with a view to accom-
plishing the tasks assigned in the Joint US-Soviet Agreement of
January 8, 1985, specifically to prevent an arms race in outer
space and to terminate it on earth, to limit and reduce nuclear
arms and enhance strategic stability. Offensive nuclear arms
will be significantly reduced applying the general concept of 50%
reductions to equal ceilings on specific, comparable categorles.
There will be a separate interim agreement resulting in reductions
&nd limitations on land-based, intermediate-range nuclear missile
svetems as & step toward the total eliminatien of this class of
missiles. To insure effective verification of compliance, mean-
inaful measures to this end will be necotiated concurrently with
limits on weaponry and incorporated in all agreements resulting
from these negotiations."

Lfter *1rqt confirming that the President was £finished, Gor-
bachev indicated that he would like to sum up the meeting from
the Soviet perspective,

Gorbachev felt that the very fact of the meetinc shoulé be
coneidered & positive development, since it demonstrated a joint
maerstanding of the gignificance of G.S8.-Saviet relations and of
the two sides' responsibilities ané role in the world. BHe adgreed
with the President that the meeting had taken place in an atmo-
sphere of frankness, which permitted the twc leaders to outline
in detail their positions orn the full range of bilateral and in-
ternational ocuestions.

Gorbachev concurred further that the discussions had revealed
deep differences in the two sides' assessments of the causes of
certain bilateral and international differences. The talks had
allowed both sides to understand one another better; this was of
some importance, even major importance. Gorbachev felt, however,
that the discussion had shown that the two sides were unable to
build a joint concept for dealing with the broad range of bilat-
eral and international guestions. Nonetheless, they had agreed
to continue their political dialogue. It was in this context
that the two leaders had agreed on an exchange of visits at a
time to be arranged.

.
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For its the Sovie=t side would have to say in describing
the meeting that cuestione ¢f war and pesce had been at the center
of the meetino in one way or another both during private discus-
cions ané ir plenary sessions., He felt that the people of both
countries, et well as the worlé as & whole, were concerned by the
number of nuclear weapons and the need to stop the arms race and
tc proceed to disarmament. Unfortunately, it was impossible to
report to our peoples and to the world that there had been a rap-
prochement of positions.

The Soviet side had tried in the meetings to make an extra
effort to explain its views. Discussions had been held, but it
would be a distortion of the truth to say that there had been
progress. Such progress as had been achieved was limited to a
detailed discussion and exchange of positions. Gorbachev hoped
that this was not the last word. Both sides would take into ac-
count the frank discussions which had taken place. Joint efforts
should be continued,

The Soviet Union was in favor of continuing negotiations on
the basis of the January 1985 Joint Statement on stopping the
arme race on eszrth and preventing it in space. Serious work lay
ahead. Gorbachev felt that movement was possible. The Soviet
Urion was committed to the spirit of the January 1985 understana-
ings and prepared to act in accord with them, on the clear under-
standing that it was acainst the arms race on garth., The USSR
was prepared as a first step to seek to implement the idea of a
50% reduction of offensive nuclear forces on the basis of both
sides' propcsals. But this was bzsed on the understanding that

neither side wouid tzke cteps which woulcé oper up an arms race in
race. ' On the basis of this understending the Soviet Union was
open tc further movement towarc deep reguctions inr nuclear arms.. -

.

Gorbachev aareeé that it was possible to intensify bilateral
relations. This would contribute t rezter trust between the
two countries. The USSR woulé be readv tec work to expand e~

changes in the economic, cultural and scientific fields.,
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On regional problems (which he at first forgot to mention) ,
Gorbachev acknowledged that both sidee attached importance to the
problem and shared a desire to seek political settlements of re-
gional disputes to relieve tensions or the bhasis of non-inter-
ference in the internal affairs of other countries. He agreed
that bilateral regional expert consultations should be continued.

Noting that the President had raised the possibility of a
statement summarizing the results of their discussions, GorbachevVv
asked if this would be justified. The President indicated that
we had hoped to get to the subject, and called on Secretary Shultz
to outline the options as we saw them. Gorbachev commented that
the Soviets did not insist that there be a statement. If there
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was neothino to - 'report, it was better tc sav so,
felt nonetheless that it would be useful te sher
handle the guestion of reporting the results of

The President
e views on how to
their meetings,

Secretary Shultz outlined & number of options, ncting that
one could envision an outcome involving &ll, scme, or none,

-- First, there could be a written compilation of all items which
had been agreed during the leaders' meetings or in the prepara-
tions for their meetings. There were quite a number of these, of
varying impertance. There was a possibility of developing joint
language on certain arms control guestions: e.g,, on the Stock-
holm conference and chemical weapons proliferation. Agreed lan-
guage existed on nuclear non-proliferation. The President in the
statement he read had raised the possibility that NST might be
treated, although that morning's conversation had shown the depth
of differences on that set of issues. There could also be agree-
ment on a range of regional and bilateral questions, and on a
process for the future. In this connection the Secretary had
been struck by Gorbachev's references the day before to a mecha-
nism for regulating U.S.-Soviet relations. Thus, it might prove
feasible to develop a package which would register areas of sgree-
ment reached in Geneva. Disagreements would not be registered
except to acknowledge that thev existed.

-~ A second possibility would be to sign some sort c¢f document.
The general exchanges agreement was already agreed-at the techni-
cal level and could be signed if the leaders wished.

-- A third element woulé be separate statements bv leaders &t a
common site. While each leader would sav what he wished, the
U.S. felt there shcould be some coordination to avoid surprises,:
The- Secretary speculated that statements couvld refer to differ-
erices but could alsc include parallel lanouage where appropriate,
Tor example, on NST there were issues on which U.S. ané Soviet
views coincided, and cthers where they did not. The kind of
statement he had in mind would make clear both areas of agreement
and disagreement,

- A fourth option would be to release a short joint report saying,
essentially, that the leaders had met and agreed to meet again,
Both sides could then issue statements of their own.

- Finally, the two sides could make individual statements at dif-
ferent sites. The Secretary speculated that both leaders would,

in any case, be reporting publicly to their peoples in their meet-
ings, Com

The Secretary concluded by noting that the U.S. would be will-
ing to consider some sort of joint ceremony on the next morning,
but was prepared to go in a variety of wavs., He was aware of the
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great respensibility each lezder had before their cown peopl
the world to report on their discussions, A& dignified cere
at which areas of agreement could be reported ané differences
laid out in & modulated fashion would seem to be an appropriate
way to proceed. In such a context, the President's statement on
NST could be either included ih a joint statement or used unilat-
erally,
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Gorbachev, noting that the issue required some thought, indi-
cated that he was nonetheless prepared to respond. If he underxr-
stood correctly, both sides wanted to continue the dialogue that
was begun in preparations for the Geneva meeting, which had been
expanded in Geneva, and which would be continued in the future.
Even if one were subjectively against such dialogue, objectively
it was necessary to continue contacts and exchanges, and to deep-
en the process of searching for solutions in the interests of
U.S, and Soviet peoples and of the people of the whole world.

The Soviet Union, therefore, welcomed Secretary Shultz's expres-
sion of willingness to continue work in the future.

On how to document the Geneva meeting, Gorbachev indicated
that the Soviet Union would be prepared to accommodate a U.S.
desire for a joint document, whether a communigue or simpie state-
ment. Noting that the Soviet Union had originally advocated &
communigue, but had éropped the idea when it appeared the U.S.
was not interested, he outlined his assessment of how to proceed.
If a communicue incorporated the fundamental results of the meet-
ing, there would be no need for separate statements. If such a
communigue were impossible, the Geneva program should end with
the present meeting.

Gorbachev felt that it would be inappropriate to seek simply
to list minor aoreements in a djecint document. This would not be
understood in our two countries or internationzlly. & more sub-

stantive stztement would be necessarv. Gorbachev wondered whether

the ‘two leaders should reassess the problem andé perhaps deputize
senior members of their staffs to propose & solution. He Joked
that he and. the President might take a walk, leaving Secretary
Shultz and Foreign Minister Shevardnadze to work on the problem,

More seriously, Gorbachev recalled that the Soviets hac always
been prepared for a communique; indeed at one point they had
thought the U.S. had agreed to such a document. He felt that
there was still time to work out an acceptable document if both
sides were willing., He repeated his suoggestion that the Foreign
Ministers should study the problem and present their findings to
the leaders. - -

J— -~
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The President observed that he might have been to blame for
any confusion the Soviets had felt with respect to a communigue.
In considering the guestion before the Geneva meeting, the
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President had been concernec abcut hov & prearranced commuhigue
might be perceived. FEe had beer simiiarlyv uncomfortable early in
his presidency with the practice &t the OBECD summit meeting of
having one leader read a pre-cooked document on behalf of the
others., His concern for Geneva was tnst & document emphasize
that the meeting was part of an oncoing process. In this context,
& document might be worthwhile. The President felt, however,

that such a document should include bilateral issues already
worked out.

vt}

Gorbachev said he shared the President's view. After seven
vears without a U.S.-Soviet summit, the President was probably
right in being somewhat apprehensive about how the meeting would
develop. Now that the meeting had taken place, it might be pos-
sible to compile "a joint approach in a fundamental way." Gorba-
chev again suggested that the Secretarv and Shevardnadze consult
and report to the leaders.

The Secretary commented that U.S. and Soviet representatives
had been at work since 11:30 that morning to explore pessibilities
of developing acceptable joint language. It would be necessary
to check with them before he and Shevardnadze could begin work.
Gorbachev agreed. He propcsed & break and cuipped that the most
important task facing the Foreicn Ministers now wes to fFind their
subordinates,

Secretary Shultz confessed jocularlyv that he and Shevardnadze
had adgreed in a September dinner conversation that thev should
let their leaders carry as much of the burder in Geneva as possi-
ble., Until Gorbachev haé given the Feoreicgn Miristers their cur-
rent assicnment, thex thought thev had succeeded. Gorbachev sug-
gested that the Secretary was simply trving to turn his joke about
& walk asround or him. The Secretary told him not to worry, that
he (the Secretary) had & thick skin.

The Fresident and Gorbachev agreed to adjourn the meeting
and, after a ten minute conversation in the Mission reception
room, retired to & separate area for an extended private conver-
sation.

Prepared by:
Mark Parris,
Department of State







