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Honduras Is Well Worth Saving

1t Is a Liberal Democracy Surrounded by the Region’s Turmoil

By JOHN NEGROPONTE

* There is a vague conventional wisdom
about the nations of Central Amenca. Ther
regimes are supposedly repressive and mih-
1aristic. Political violence s alleged to be the
culmnation of vears of social and economic
inequiics, inciuding mistreatment by u.s.-
based economic interests. And the foreign
pohcies of these countnes are presumed 10
be servife to our dirtale

Taxen as a whote. Ls stereotype—pas-
siveiy accepted by sOme. acuveiv promoted
by otners—is designed Lo guiae us o the
conciusion that ths cruciai region 1s not
worth saving. But lets stop & moment 0
examine the jacts. 1 will use Honauras asan
example because L have been s:anoned there
for tne past 22 montns. Alsz, Honduras
makes a good case stuay. locatea as itismn
the vortex of Central Amenca and pordered
by the iroubled counures of Guatemala,
El Salvador and Nicaragua.

‘Honduras 1s a hberal democracy. There s
completc frecdom of expression and a
healthy labor movement. considered a mod-~
el in the region. After a decade of benevo-
lent muitary rule. Honduras held elections
for a consututional assembiy 1 1980, and
agan for a congress anc a president 1n 1981,
Both elcctions were widely hailed as fair and
free, with more than 80% of the remstered
electorale parucipauing. Honduras' elected
avilian president. Roberto Suazo Cordova.
assumed office in 1982

Conwrary to percepLions prevailing in
some quarters. the miiary in Honduras

r15 Lhe consttuuonal process. Given
the recent history of direct mihtary in-
volvement in internal politics. it is too early
o say that ihis foriunate development
represcnls an irrevocable commitment. but
the s:gns are encouraging. First. the Hondu-
ran multary “guaranteed” both elections.
The vahd:ty of Uus pledge was barne out by
the resulis of the presidenual elecuons, in
which the party traditionaily ahgned with

* themihtary was defeated.

Other posiive develooments include the
facts that 13 ocut of Hrnduras' 14 cabinet-
level posiions are occupred by avilians and
that Suuzc has managed to keep milnary
spending at Jess Lhan 10% of the national
budget. Finally. the Honduran maulitary sees
its own nierests in promoung the country’s
democratic 1mage by concenwraung its ef-
forts on the improvement of professianal
capabilines 1n the wake of regional ten-
sions.

If there is a soft spol in Honduras’
otherwise positive pohitical record, it is in
human rights. There have been arbitrary
arrests and credible allegations of some
disappearances. The Honduran press has
been iree to publish what il wishes about
such cases, no doubt contributing to the
sausfactory resoluuon of some of these
cases, Mareover, there is no indication that
the infrequent human-rights viclations that
do oceur are part of deliberate government
pohcy. Indeed. disciplinary acuion has been
taken aganst_members of the police and
military tmncluding officers) who have
abused thesr authority.

Perhaps most smportant. in the preven-
tion of future human-nghts abuses, has
been the recent passage of a new cnmnal
code by the Honduran congress. This shouid
lead 1o 2 more expeditous handling of
crimnal justice and 3 substantal reduction
in arbitrary police behavior.

The social pictore in Honduras also
comans  pr cl pul
pressurcs are sitght though the 37% annual
populatian growth rate 1s cause for concern.
There are no raciai troubles in the country's
relauvely homogencous SOCEty. Xnd one
does not find discrepancies of wealth on a
scale reputed to occur elsewhere in Central
America. Land-eform hat been a reality in
Honduras for more than 20 vears. and has
been fully areepted {though pot necessarty
welcometl) by the coumtry’s onenme farge

1§ lhicre 38 & senois hieaush
str.0 socsal SPene 1L s The uih
rate of intelacy taporoxmutely 42,
which Lhe guvernment 13 allempung o

reduce through a crash literacy campaign.

On the other hand, the Honduran eco-
nomie situation has been adversely affected
by pohuical instability 1n neighboring eoun-
tres. the worldwide recession and the
general rejuctance of commercial banks 1o
lend to Latn Amenca. Durng the 1970
Honduras expenenced tmoressive annual
economic growth rates of 7% or 8%. 1 have
been told that in 1978 emiptoyment was so
mgh and busmness so good that building
contractors went out to the countryside 16
implore farmers to come 0 the ciies as
construction workers.

Today the pictures considerably bleaker.
Growtn was esumaled at ~15 in'1882—un-
der tne circumslances, viewed as something
of an economue lriumph. Unemployment
stands at 255%-30% of the work force, and
there has been no significant new foreign
investment 1n the last five years. Honduran
businessmen lament the fact that--despite a
stable pohucal situanon. willing labor force.
adeguate commercial infrastructure  and
ready access to U.S. markets—pnvate for-

eign capial is uniikely to_be drawn to

Honduras in significant quantiues 50 long as
there 1s apprehension about polrtical stabihi~
v in the region. Nonetheless. both public

_and private sectors are engaged in a

determined effort 1o pomnt out that the
situation in Honduras 1s distinct, and that
sweeping generalizations about Central
Amenca. in addition to bemng dangerous. can
also be very unfair.

While on the subject of sweeping general-
izations, there 1s probably nene more rmtat-
ing than the notion thal every Honduran
walks around with a chip on his shouider
about mistreatment at the hands of Ameni-
can frmt compames. It 1s wmporiant to
disunzuish between what the pasl may have
been and present condwons. Two G.S5.-
based mulunaucnal food companmes have
frutt-growing. packing and expost facilines
in Honduras. and they are excellent corpo-
rate citizens. Together they employ close 1o

.20.000 workers—the best paid earning sev-
eral limes the per-capiia average. Both
compames have been pioneers 10 the diver-
sificanon of Honduran agncuiture, intro-
ducing the cultivation of pineapples, Afncan
palm and cantaloupe melons. Thus. in
addition to together being. the country’s
single Jargest and best-paying employer,
the front compames are a key factor in the
modermizalion of the agncultural sector.

1f more thar: 25% of Honduras’ labor force
je 1dle. if there i1s 45% illiteracy and if

r-capita income s less than $600a year.it
might be asied if the condilions in Honduras
are not npe for-violent revoiuuon. Few
Hondurans seem to be tempted by violent
sohuiions. As a matter of common sense. the
large mapmnty see politeal stability and
export-Jed economic growth as the
long-term answers 10.therr problems. They

-

»

cannot ses the iogic of the SalvaderanTebels
destroying thewr counuy's economy 1n the
name of liberation.

Nar does the heavily Cuban-influenced
Marxast mode! of Nicaragua hold any aturac-
non. To be sure, under’ growmg Cuban
influence and direction the Honduran Cam-
mumst Party has been radicalized. and
preparations are being made for the system-
auc promotion of revolutiopary violence.
But, thus far, not many Hondurans have
signed up for the revolutionary cause
Perhaps most telling 1s the fact that the fvw
acts of pohtical violence within Honduras
durng the last three years have almast
mnvanably been waced w formgn instigs-
uon--usuaily the extreme Salvadoran left.
Without external support. advice and en-
couragement. the emergence of a sigmiicant
Honduran terrorist or guerrilla movemen:
appears most unlikely.

This brings me to the 1dea that Hondurss

somenow serves as an instrument of U.S
pohicy in Central Amenica This erroncous
impression confuses servihity with mutuaii-
ty of interest. Honduras 1s a small country
surrounded By trouble. Qur two gover:
ments share a common view of develop-
ments in Nicaragua and El Satvador. Hon-
duras fears Nicaragua's massive military
buiicup, the prasence of thousands of Cuban
mihtary adwvisers and Nicaragua's policy of
~revolution without frontiers.” Most Hon-
durans are convinced that if El Salvador
falls nto communmst hands Henduras will be
the next target. It does not take mucn
1magination Lo concerve the difficulues that
Honduras would have m defending s
democratic, free-market and liberally ori-

_ented way of life if two of the three

countries along 1ts parous borders were 1
hostle communist hands. -

Under these circumstances it should come
as no surprise that Honduras and the Unmuiea
States have drawn closer durmg the last
four years and that there1s a strong jdentity
of views between us on regional issues.
Hondurans look to the United States. as the
strongest democracy in the world and as a
nesghbor, to assist 1a the defense of frecdom
in Central America.

linder foreseeable circumstances they 4o
not seek or expect direct U.S. miliary
invalvement in the Central American con-
flicL Rather, they look to us for the
economic and military assistance necessary

to carry them through this penod of -

regional crists. and to defend ther way of
life. The Hondurans' mghtmare is that our
people and Congress might someday get the
wrong idea that Honduras® way of lifeis not
worth helping to save. That would bea sad
day indeed—for bath our countries.

John Negropante, a Forcign Service officer

for 23 years, has bean ambassador to Hondu-
7us since 1981,
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By JOHN NEGROPONTE

There is a2 vague conventional wisdom
about the natons of Central Amenca. Their
regimes are supposedly repressive and mili-
taristic. Political violence 1s alleged to be the
culmmation of vears of social and economic
ineoustics. including mistreatment by U.S.-
based economuc interests. And the foresgn
policies of these counines are presumed to
be servife toour dictats

Taken as a whoie. tms stereotype—pas-
siveiy accepteq by some, acuvely promoted
by others—is designed W guide us to the
conciusion that tms crucal region is -not
worth saving. But lets stop a moment o
examne the jacts. 1 will use Honauras as an
exampie because | have beenstationed there
for tne past 22 montns. Also. Honduras
makes a good case stuay. located as itism
the vartex of Central America and bordered
by the- troubled countnes of Guatemala,
‘E} Saivador and Nicaramua.

Honderas 15 a iberal democracy. Thereis
complete frecdom of expression and a
heaithy labor movement. considered a mod-
ef in the region. After a decade of benevo-

. lent mulitary role. Honduras held elections

for a consututional assembiy m 1980, and
agaw for a congress anc a president in 1981,
Both elections were widely hailed as fair and
free, with more than 80% of the registered
electorate participaung. Honduras’ elected
civilian president. Roberto Suazo Cordova.
assumed affice in 1982

Contrary 10 perceptions prevailing in
some guarters. the minary in Honduras
supports the consututional process. Given
the recent history of direct military in-
valvement 1n snternal politics. it is too early
1o say that this fortunate development
represents an wrevocable commitment. but
the s:gns are encouraging, First, the Hondu-
ran mittary “guaranteed” both elections.
The valid:1y of tms pledge was borne out by
the. results of the premdenual elections, 1.
which the party traditionally aligned witlt

' the miinnary was defeated.

Other positive develepments include the
tacts that 13 cut of Henduras' 14 cabinet-
level pasitions are occupted by civilians and
{hat Suuzc has managed to keep mibitary
spending at less than 10% of the national
budget. Finally, the Honduran mulitary sees
its own mierests m promoung the country’s
democranc 1mage by concenwraung its ef-
forts on the improvement of professional
capabitites 1n the wake of regional ten-
sions.

I there is a soft spot in Honduras®
otherwise positive poliucal record. 1t is in
human rights. There have been arbitrary
arrests and credible allegations of some
disappearances. The Honduran press has
been iree to publish what it wishes about
such cases, no doubt contributing to the
sausfactory resoluuon of some of these
cases. Moreover, there 15 no mdication that
the infrequent human-rights violauons that
do occur are part of deliberate government
policy. Indeed. disciplinary action has been
taken agamnst_members of the police and
military (mncluding officers) who have
abused their authority.

Pcrhaps most important. in the preven-
tion of future human-rights abuses, has
been the recent passage of a new crimunal
code by the Honduran congress. This should
lead 1o a more expeditious handling of
crimnal justice and a substantiat reduction
in arbitrary police behavior.

The social picture i Honduras also

pr el Populauon
pressures are siight. though the 3.7% annual
population growth rate 1s cause for concern.
There are no racial troubles in the country’s
relauvely homogeneous society. And one
does not find discrepancies of wealth on a
acale reputed to occur elsewhere 1n Central
America. Land-reform ha« been a reality in
}ionduras for more than 20 vears, and has
been fully accepted {thouch not necenxanly
weicomed) by the country’s onetime large
fandbolders, 16 there 15 a senoos bienush
1.1 socta) seeme, s The Inzh
ratc of siteracy  tapporoamately 45%),
which the government 15 attemptng {o

reduce through a crash literacy campaign.

On the other hand. the Honduran eco-
normce situation has been adversely affected
by pohtical instability in neighboring coun-
wtes. the worldwide recession and the
general refuctance of commercial banks to
Jend to Laun Amenca. Dunng the 1970s
Honduras expenenced impressive annual
economic growth rates of 7% ar 8%. 1 have
been told that 1n 1975 eniployment was so
high and business so good that building
contraciors went out to the countryside 1o
wnplore farmers o come to the cues as
construction workers.

Today the picture 1s considerably bleaker.
Growth was estimated at -155 in 1982—un-
der the circumstances, viewed as something

of an econoruc triumph. Unemployment-

stands at 2555-30% of .the work force. and
there has been no significant new foreign
investment 1n the last five years. Honauran
businessmen lament the fact that—despite a
stable pohiucal situauon. willing labor foree.
adéguate commercial infrastructure and
ready access o UL.S. markets—private for-
eign capual is unlikely to be drawn 10
Honduras in significant quantiues so long as
there 1s apprehension about political stabili~
ty 1n the region. Nonetheless, both pubhc

.and pnvate sectors are engaged in a

determned effort o point out that the
situation in Honduras ts distinct, and that
sweeping generalizations about Central
Amenca. in addition 1o bemg dangerous. can
also be very unfamr.

While on the subect of sweeping general-
izations, there is probably none more omtat-
ing than the noton that every Honduran
waiks around with a ¢chip on s shouider
about mistreatment at the hands of Amen-
can {rmi companies. il 1s imporiant to
disunguish between what the past may have
been and present condinons. Two U.S.-
based muluinational food compames have
fruit-growing. packing and export facihues
in Honduras. and they are excellent corpo-
rate citizens. Together they employ close to
20,000 workers—the best paid earming sev-
eral umes the per-capiia average. Both
compames have been pioneers in the diver-
sification of Honduran agrcuiture, intro-
duaing the culuvauen of pineapples, Afnean
palm and cantaloupe melons. Thus, in
additon to together being the country's
single Jargest and best-paying employer.
the {ruit compames are a key factor in the’
modernization of the agncultural sector.

1f more than 25 of Honduras' labor foree
is 1dle, if there is 45% illneracy and if
per-capita income 1s less than $600 a vear. 1t
might be asked if the conditions in Honduras
are not nipe for violent revoluuon. Few
Hondurans seem to be tempted by violent
sclutlons. As a matter of common sense, the
large maprnity see politcal stability and
export-led economic growth as the
long-term answers 1o.their probiems. They

cannot see the logic of the Salvadoran rebels
destroying therr country’s economy 1 the
name of hberation.

Nor does the heavily Cuban-influenccd
Marxast model of Nicaragua hold any attrac-
ton. To be sure. under growiny Cuban
influence and direcuon the Honduran Coz-
mumist Party has been radicakzed, ana
preparations are being madc for the systemr-
ane promoucn of revoiulionary violence
But. thus far, not many Hondurans have
@igned up for the revoluuonary caurr
Perhaps most lelling 1s the fact that the frw
acts of poliical viclence within Honauras
dunng the last three years have aimsst
invariably been traced o foreign msues-
uon—usually the extreme Saivadoran left.
‘Without exernal support, advice and en-
couragement. Lhe emergence of a signmificant
Honduran terronst or guerrilla movemen:
appears most uniikely.

This brings me to the idea that Honduras
somehow serves as an msuument of .8
policy 1n Cenwral America. This erroncous
1mpression confuses servility with mutuaii-
ty of interest. Honduras 1s a small countr:
surrounded by trouble. Qur two govers-
ments share a common Vview of develop-
ments in Nicaragua and E! Salvador. Hon-
duras fears Nicaragua's massive mihitary
buildup. the presence of thousands of Cuban
military advisers and Nicaragua's policy of
“revolution withomt fronuers.” Most Hon-
durans are convinced that if El Saivador
fails into communist hands Honduras will he
the next target. It does not take mucn
imagnauon o conceyve the difficuivies that
Honduras would have in defending »s
democrale. free-markel and liverally om-

.ented way of hfe if two of the three

countries along its porous borders were
hosule commumst hands. .

Under these circumstances it should come
as no surpnse that Honduras and the Unuiteq
States have drawn closer durmng the last
four years and that there 1s a strong identity
of views between us on regional issues.
Hondurans look to the United States. as the
strongest democracy in the world and as a
nesghbor. 10 asqist 11 the defense of freedem
in Central America.

Under foreseeable circumstances they éo
not seek or expect direct US. mihtary
mvolvement in the Central American con-
flict. Rather, they look to us for the
economuce and military assistance necessary
10 carry them through this penod of -
regional crisis. and o defend their way of
life. The Hondurans® mightmare 1s that our
-people and Congress might someday get the
wrong idea that Honduras® way of life is ot
worth heiping to save. That would be a sad
day indesd-~for both our countries. .

John Negrapente, a Forcign Service officer
for 23 yexrs, has beent ambassador to Hondu-
Tos since 1981,
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‘Honduras Is Well Worth Saving

It Is a Liberal Democracy Surrounded by the Region’s Turmoil

By JOHN NEGROPONTE

There is a vague conventional wisdom
about the nations of Central America. Therr
regimes are supposedly repressive and mili-
taristic. Political violence1s atleged to be the
culmination of years of social and economic
inequitics. including mistreatment by U.S.-
based economic interests. And the foreign
policies of these countries are presumed to
be servile to our dictate.

Taken as a whole, this stereotype—pas-
sively accepted by some, actively promoted
by others—is designed to gude us to the
conclusion that this crucial regron is not
worth saving. But let’s stop a moment to
examine the facts. I wilt use Honauras as an

’ example because 1 have been stationed there

for the past 22 months. Also, Honduras
makes a good case study, jocated as it 15 in

. the vortex of Centrai America and bordered

by the troubled counines of Guatemala,
El Salvador and Nicarazua.

Honduras 15 a liberal democracy. There is
complete frecdom of expression and a
healthy labor movement. considered a mod-
el in the region. After a decade of benevo-
lent military rule. Honduras held elections
for a constitutional assembly in 1980, and
again for a congress ana a president in 1981.
Both elections were widely hailed as fair and
free, with more than §0% of the registered
electorate participaung. Honduras™ elected
civilian president, Roberto Suazo Cordova.
assumed officein 1982,

Contrary to perceptions prevailing in’
some quarters. the miary in Honduras
supports the consututional process. Given
the recent history of direct military in-
volvement in internal pohtics. it is too earjy
to say that this fortunate development
represents an irrevocahle commitment. but
the signs are encouraging. First, the Hondu-
ran ml:tary "gun'ameed both ejections.
The vahdity of tius pledge was borne out by
the results of the presidental elections, in
which the party traditionally aligned with

* the miltary was defeated.

Other positive develooments include the
facts that 13 cut of Honduras® 14 cabinet-
level pasitions are occupied by civilians and
that Suazo hus managed to keep mulitary
spending at Jess than 10% of the national
budget. Fnally, the Honduran mihtary sees
its own Inlerestsin promoling the country’s
democratic image by concenmrating its ef-
farts on the improvement of professional
capabilities 1n the wake of regional ten-
sions.

If there is a soft spot in Honduras'
otherwise positive political record. it is in
human rights. There have been arbitrary
arrests and credible allegations of some
disappearances. The Honduran press has
been free W publish what it wishes about
such cases, no doubt contributing 1o the
satisfactory resolution of some of these
cases. Moreover, there 1s no wndication that
the infrequent human-rights violations that
do occur are part of deliberate government
policy. Indeed. disciplinary action has been
taken agamsi_members of the police and
military {inciuding officers) who have
abused therr authonty.

Perhaps most important. in the preven-
tion of future human-nghts abuses, has
been the recent passage of a new cniminal
code by the Honduran congress. This should
lead to 3 more expediious handling of
crimnal justice and a substantial reduction
in arbitrary police behavior.

The sowal preture i Honduras also
contamns promusing  clements. Population
pressures are siight, though the 3.7% annual
popuiation growth rate 1s cause for concern.
There are no racial troubles in the country’s
relatively homomencous society. And one
does not find discrepancies of wealth on a
acale reputed to occur eisewhere in Central
America. Luand reform has been a reality in
Honduras {for more than 20 vears, and has
been Mlls accepted (thoush not necessanly
weictmeil) by the country’s onetime large

o5, If there 15 a seons blenush
sl seonee, a1 2 the heh
-m'u.xu taporoximately 49,

ratt
which the goternment 13 attempung lo

reduce through a crash literacy campaign.

On the other hand. the Honduran eco-
noemie situauon has been adversely affected
by political instability 1n neighboring coun-
tries. the worfdwide recession and the
general reluctance of commercial banks to
lend to Laun Amenica. Dunng the 1970s
Honduras experienced impressive annuat
econom;c growth rates of 7% or 8%. I have
been told that in 1978 employment was so
high and business so goed that building
contraciors went out to the countryside to
implore farmers io come lo the cites as
constructlion workers.

'I’chv the preture )s considerably bleaker.
Growin was esumated at -1% in 1982—un-
der the circumstances, viewed as something
of an economic triumph. Unemployment
stands at 25:-~-30% of the work force. and
there has been no significant new foreign
investment n the last five years. Honduran
businessmen lament the fact that—despite a
stable potitical sttuauon. willing labor force,
adequate commercial infrastructure and
ready access 1o U.S. markets—private for-
eign capual is unlikely to be drawn to
Honduras in significant quantities so long as
there s apprehension about political stabili-
ty.mn the region. Nonetheless, both public
and private sectors are engaged in 2
determuned effort o point out that the
situation in Honduras 1s distnct, and that
sweeping generalizations about Central
America. in addiuon to bemng dangerous, can
also be very unfair.

While on the subject of sweeping general~

izations, there i probably none more irritat-
ing than the notion that every Honduran -

waiks around with a chip on his shoulder
abuuL rmstreatment at the hands of Amen-
can fruit companies. It 15 wmportant to
d-=unzu1>h between what the past may have
been and present condinons. Two U.S.-
based multinational food companies have
fruit-growing, packing and export facilities
in Honduras. and they are excellent corpo-
rate citizens. Together they employ close to
20,000 workers—the best paid earning sev-
eral times the per-capita average. Both
compan:es have been pioneers in the diver-
siftcauion of Honduran agriculture, intro-
ducing the cultivauon of pineapples, Afncan
palm and cantaloupe meions. Thus, in
addiuon to together being the country’s
single largest and best-paying employer.
the frinr companies are a key factor in the
modernization of the agricultural sector.

if more than 255 of Honduras' labor force
is idle. if there is 45% iiliteracy and if
per-captta income s less than $800 a year, it
mught be asked if the conditions in Honduras
are not ripe for violent revolution. Few
Hondurans seem 1o be tempted by violent
solutions. As a matter of common sense, the
large majority see pohtical stabihty and
export-led economic growth as the

long-term answers 1o therr problems. They

I3

cannot see the logic of the Salvadoranrebels
destroying their country's economy in the
name of liberation.

Nor does the heavily Cuban-influenced
Marast model of Nicaragua hold any attrac-
uon. To be sure. under growing Cuban
influence and direction the Honduran Com-
munist Party has been radicalized. and
preparations are being made for the system -
atic promotion of revolutionary vileénce.
But, thus far, not many Hondurans have
signed up for the revoluutionary cause,
Perhaps most telling 1s the fact that the e
acts of political violence within Hondux:
during the last three vears have almost
invanably been’traced o foreign insuga-
uon—usually the extreme Salvadoran left.
Without exzernal support. advice and esn-
couragement. the emergence of a sigmficant
Honduran terronst or guerrilla movement
appears most unlikely.

This orings me to the idea that Honduras
somehow serves as an mstrument of G.S.
policy 1n Central Amenica. This erroncous
impressicn confuses servility with mutuai:-
ty of interest. Honduras is a small country
surrounded by trouble. Our two govern-
ments share a common view of develon-
ments in Nicaragua and El Salvador. Hon-

.duras fears Nicaragua's massive military
buildup, the presence of thousands of Cuban
military advisers and Nicaragua's pohiey of
“revolution without frontiers.” Most Hon-
durans are convinced that if E! Salvador
falls into communist hands Honduras will he
the next target. It does not take much
imagination 1o conceive the difficulues that
Honduras would have n defending iis
democratic, free-market and liberally ori-
.ented way of life if two of the three
countries along its porous borders were in
hostile commumist hands.

Under these circumstances it should come
as no surprise that Honduras and the Umited
States have drawn closer dunng the last
four years and that there 1s a strong identity
of views belween us on regional issues.
Hondurans look to the United States. as the
strongest democracy in the world and as a
neighbor, o assist 1a the defense of freedom
in Central America.

linder foreseeable circumstances they do
not seek or expect direct U.S. military
involvement in the Central American con-
flict. Rather, they look o us for the
economic and mlitary assistance necessary
to carry them through this period of
regional crisis. and to defend thewr way of
tife. The Hondurans® nightmare is that our
‘people and Congress might someday get the
wrong idea that Honduras® way of life is not
warth helping to save. That would be a sad
day indeed—{or both our countries.

John Negropante, a Forcign Service officer
for 23 years, has been ambassador to Hondu-
Tas since 1981,




