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(FOLLOWTING FS MATERIAL NOT FJP SUBLICATIAN)
MENSWEEK ISSUE OF NOVEMBER 8 CARRIZES A SIDE3AR STORY

" HEADED: ""OUR MAN IN TEGUCIGALPA.M

JOHN NEGROPONTE, THE U.S. AM3ASSADOR IN HONDURAS, DOESN'T
LOOK LIKE THE UGLY AMERICAN. AT 43, HZ IS TALL AND BALDISH;
MTS MANNER IS STUDIEDLY BLAND. HIS DELIBERATE, PAUSE-

FILLED CONVERSATION, SAYS ONE FREQUENT DINNER Gd*:T
MPROMPTS A KEEN DPST?t FOR 'COFFEE.' BUT ANOTHER N“D
ANOWS NEGROPONTS 3ETTER CALLS HIM A WMACHTAVELLI-INLY
SHREWDER.' HE IS STREET SMART., HE SPEAKS FLUENT-
SPANISH, FRENCH, GREEK AND VIETNAMESE. HE READS
SHAKESPEARE, SAYS ONE HONDURAN OFFICIAL WHO HAS
FOLLOWED HIS PROGRESS, HE MUST LOVE 'JULIUS CAESAR,

NEGROPOMTE'S 12- MJNTH TENURE IN HONDURAS HAS BLtN A BIT
IMPERIGUS. AT THE INAURGURATION OF PREISDENT ROBERTO
SUAZO FDRDUVA LAST JANUARY-THE FIRST CIVILIAN PRESIDENT
IN MINE YEARS-A MESSENGER HANDED THEZ NEwW LZADER A FOUR-PAGE
LETTER FRGM THE U.S. EMBASSY DRAFTED AY THE NEA AMERICAN
AMBASSADOR. ENCOURAGING A PROMPT MREVITALTZATIIN" IOF
THE AILING ECONOMY THE LETTER-USING THE IMPERATIVE
FORM OF SPANISH-DIRECTED THE GOVERNMENT 3F HIMDURAS T3
TAKE 11 SPECIFIC ACTIONS, SUCH AS -REDUCING TAXES ON MINING
COMPANTTS AND LIFTING SOME PRICZ CINTRALS., TAZ 3FIVERNMENT
DUTIFULLY COMPLIED ~ITH MANY OF THE DEMANDS,
NEGROPONTE'S INFLUENCE STEADILY 5REA, AND, IT AZ;
DID HIS INMVOLVEMENT IN COVERT ACTION ASIANST NTC
"9y NOT SAYING THAT THE GuY wHO GIVES ALL TH4E &:
HERE, EVEN FOR COVEZRT OPS, IS5 N= SROPONTE," SAYS
WESTERN SOURCE WHO 4NOWS. M'BUT THAT GUY NEARS'NEGROPUNTE'S
SUTTS AND EATS HIS BREAXFAST. 22 Y34 36T TdE
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NEGROPONTE'S ARRIVAL IN TEGUCIGALPA AAS
SOMSTHING OF A SURSRISE, FEW EXPSCTED AN 4M3ASSAI0R OF QUITE
HIS CALI3ZER, 'TANYONE #H40 THINKS THAT I'M SXTREHELY
AMBITIZUS JUST DDESM'T (NOW ME VERY WELL,' 4& Sa¥s AILDY.

20T N8 SNE.ta§ 2/23 CALLED BIM AN UNDERACHTIVER,  <Ialv)
THI§ ADNIAISTRATION'S OFENCCUPATION WITH CINTRAL

AMERTZA AMD ITS wORFIZS 37T #I43URAS 1IN PARTIZJLAR, A4E

SET DUT [0 #A4E A #MARC IN HONDURAS THAT ~O0UL3 22 NOTICED aLt
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IN TEGUCIGALPA, FELLDW ENVOYS ARE PARTICULARLY .
GALLED BY HIS HARIT OF SENDING UPBRAIDING CABLES wWHEN HE
DISAPPRDOVES OF THEIR ACTIONS. HIS EFFORTS HAVE NOT *EEN
AS SUCCESSFUL AS HE MIGHT HAVE HIPED: AONDURANS

IN FREQUENT CONTACT h*TH THE AMBASSADGR SAY HE wWAS 'DEEPLY

‘DTSAPPOINTED™ AND MPEPSONALLY BURT! THAT PRESIDENT REAZAN

CHOSE TO MAKE COSTA RICA HIS ONLY STOP IN CENTRAL AMERICA
DURING A PLANNED FIVE-DAY TOUR OF LATIN AMERICA AT

THE GEGINNING OF DECEMBER, THE AMBASSADGR MAY BE IN FdR
MORE DISAPPOINTMENT. “HIS OBSESSION TO GET TG THE TOP
FARST WILL BE THE VERY THING THAT BRINGS HIM CRASHING
DOWN,™ CONCLUDES A FDREIGN DIPLOMATIC COLLEAGUE IN
HONDURAS. ™THE QUESTION IS wWHETHER HE MIGHT

NCGT BRING A POLICY AND THE FRAGILE GOVERNMENT OF
HONDURAS DOWN WITH HIM.™

(END TEXT)
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WAY TC THE TOP,' SAYS £ COLLEAGUF wAD HAS {NIJWN HTM
YELRS. )
CAREER:  EDUCATED AT EXETER aMD YALE, NEGROPONTE JCINED
THE FOREIGN SESVICE 27 THE #GE DF 21 ARD 90SE @UICKLY, HE
WAS A FAVORED PALITICAL DOFFICER IN SAIGIN &7 THE
HETGHT CF THE WAR In VIETNAN. HE wWAS SENT AS AN EMISS&RY
Ta THE PARIS PEACE T4L<S, ywcac HE INSISTED
THAT THE UMNITED STATES wAS GIVING UP TEE MUCH
T2 THE COMMUNISTS., THE YOU ING NEGROPGNTE #AS FEWARDED
WITH A POST AT THE NATIONAL SECURITY ccur il., AFTER &
FALLING-OUT wITd HIS ONETIME MENTOR, HENRY KISSINGER, 440
WAS THEN NATIONAL-SECURITY ADVISER, NESROPONTE w~AS EXILED
ECUADDOR AS POLITICAL COUNSELCR, 20T HE BOUNCED 3ACK
To BECOME .S, CONSUL GENERALIN THESSALONIKI, GREECE,
SINCE CUMING TL HOINGURAS, NEGROPORTE HAS WCRKED AZRp TC
ESTARBLISH HIMSELF AS SOMETHING MORE THAN OUR MAN
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