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1. ONEERERREEY - CNTIRE TEXT
AMB 2. SUMMARY: Honduran Armed Forces Commander assures
o DCH -
POL Ambassador that constitutional changes affecting armed
MILGP
aY:ls) forces titles are purely formal in nature and imply no
change in constitutional relationship between President
and armed forces. Alvarez reiterates commitment to
civilian rule., END SUMMARY.
3. XAmbassador called on Honduran Armed Forces COEmander;
| mo—— -~ ’ ——
General Gustavo Alvarez, November 30 to discuse certain
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' ment te civilian mnstimtim}. rule,. Changes as a@}?:eve&

50153201

_"4".' Fizst, in reply to quests.sﬁ, Alvarez assurea Ambassaaer .

amendment initially" proposéd by the Defanse

) E’arﬁes te canmmﬁez: izz ehief- bnt nane e£ the zespectivg

'ehange in any way. ‘ Finally, the rank eﬁ "Gene:ai

{_aspects cE arrangements for President Reagan‘s visit. —I}n

addition two @'Eher snbjects were aiscusse&. L

that reeent canshitntiszsal chaages wiﬁ:h respeet: to milii:arg

T eitles have absalﬁtaly ne practical effect om relationships

between armed forces ami eivilian government; nor do changes
alteraﬁan S
in any way represent/gubbgrdxséien of armed forces cammit-— -

by Congress, Alvam mlaineé, would leave President Eaaw
”Cgmandam:e General® of the armed far_ees-., {eaasf:itnﬁimzal

Ministry was that President's title be changed to “Jefe
Supremc™, but cf;ngress turned down thzs pmpmeé change.}

A}.varez‘ title mal& ‘change frem Commander . of the Avmed -

; anthnriﬁas m’f the ?zesiéen:k anﬁ Alvarez: wwl:‘z‘

‘pivisfen® would be changed to a moTe. straigﬁtfmazé
."Geaera;".: In other words, there would e@nd:inue i:t:s exis*ir_‘
twotS3F L er ranks In the amea forces, with the hzghest a
being the rank of I?ull General rather than “General de :_

ﬂig;ien" as it bad gie_vipasly been called. '
5. Asked the reason for these formal chaz;ges, Alvarez
explained that the basic intent had been protecolary and

L_designed to bring general officer ranks in Honduras moﬁ '
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rﬁa lixe with these elsewh&a:e 3?11 i:ha Haﬂispheze aa& *:o—l :

ensureg cemensnrate cﬂartesies wben travellinq ta athez:
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' Albarez imek aecasien to ask Massaéor what we
thought of his Eavanher 26 interview inwhieh he had
reaffirmed his strong commitment to ci?iiian riale here
{see FBIS Panama 261604%Z HOV 82}. Ambassaﬁor respen&ed
that he viewed Alvarez' interview as mae of hisz most
sigaificant to date.
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