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THE AREA. TWO SUSPECTS ADMITTED TO THE MURDERS, BUT THE
BISHOP OF SAN CRISTOBAL: DE LAS CASAS, SAMUEL RUIZ GARCIA,
ACCUSED THE MILITARY OF COERCING THE CONFESSIONS.

8. IN LATE MAY A LIEUTENANT AND A SOLDIER WERE MURDERED
NEAR OCOSINGO. BICGHT TZELTAL INDIANS AND TWO GUATEMALANS
WERE ARRESTED. THE ARRESTS PROVOKED ALLEGATIONS OF HUMAN
RIGHTS ABUSES BY THE ARMY. TROOPS LATER FOUND AN ARMED
AND WELL-STOCKED INSURGENT CAMP IN THE AREA. CONCERNED
OVER POTENTIAL UNREST, DEFENSE SECRETARY RIVIELLO- ORDERED
AN INVESTIGATION OF PEASANT ACTIVITY IN THE REGION. LAST
SPRING THE ARMY REPORTEDLY DESTROYED AN INSURGENT CAMP
AND FOUND WEAPONS, BUT THE GOVERNMENT DENIED PRESS
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ACCOUNTS WHEN THE STORY BECAME PUBLIC IN AUGUST. THE
UNREST IN CHIAPAS REACHED A POINT THIS SUMMER THAT THE

GOVERNOR CALLED FOR AN INCREASED ARMY PRESENCE TO DEAL
WITH SUSPECTED GUATEMATLAN INSURGENTS.

9. SUSPECTED CHURCH TIES. ]

{ g’ﬁ“‘ﬁ"m MEXICAN GOVERNMENT TOLD THE
VATICAN OF ITS CONCERN OVER POSSIBLE TIES BETWEEN THE
CLERGY AND GUERRILLA GROUPS IN MEXICO. IN JULY, THE
SECRETARY OF GOVERNMENT (THE FORMER GOVERNOR OF CHIAPAS)
SUMMONED RUIZ TO CAUTION HIM ON HIS HIGH PROFILE ADVOCACY
OF BUMAN RIGHTS CONCERNS ON BEHALF OF INDIGENOUS :
PARISHIONERS. IN OCTOBER A LETTER FROM THE VATICAN TO
THE PAPAL NUNCIO CRITICIZING RUIZ FOR DOCTRINAL ERRORS

. PROVOKED INTENSE PUELIC DEBATE, THOUGH THE GOVERNMENT
SOUGHT TO DISTANCE ITSELF FROM THE DISPUTE.

10.. TIES TO THE URNG. l
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