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MEXICO CITY STUDENT MOVEMENT
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1. FOR THE TIME EEING, THE THEEAT OF MASS' STUDENT DEMONSTEATIONS
AND DISTURBANCES WHICH TOOE FLACE mmmmﬁ:uﬂ 26 JULY THROUGH y
27 AUGUST MAY HiVE ABATED. WHILE IT IS NOT NOW POSSIBLE TO PEEDICY .
THE EFFECTS OF THE STUDERT CRISIS, IT IS APPARENT TEAT THE "STATES
GUO* WHICH EXISTED PRICR TO 26 JULY HAS BEEN CHANGED AND THE EVENTS
SINCS THAT DATE WILL HAVE LASTING EFFECTS ON TEE MEXICAN SCERE.
STUDENTS HAVE FOUND THAT THEY AEE AHLE TO EXERCISE SOME DEGREE OF
INFLUENCE ON THE AFFAIRS OF THE NATICN AND CAN MAKE THEMSELVES HEARD.
THEY HAVE BEEN ABLE TO VOICE CERTATN BASIC GRIEVANCES DIRECTLY . q(’ﬁjfi
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CONNECTED WITH HIGHER EDUCATIOMN AND TO ADD POLITICAL, ZCONOMIC ~u..
eoCIAL ISSUES.

2. AT TIMES, SINCE TEE BEGIMNING OF THE DISTURBANCES, THE
GOVERNMENT EAS NOT SEEMED UNIFIED OR CERTAIN AS TO WHAT ACTION
SEOULD BE TAKENM. ASIDE FROM FORCEFUL REPRESSION OF VIOLENCE
INITIATED BY STUDENTS, THERE WAS A PERIOD WHEN THE GOVERNMENT TOO!
NO POSITIVE STEPS. THERE WERE HOPES FOR PE..'rl:.EDHAL INTERVENTION OF
THE PRESIDERT DURING THE HEIGHT OF THE DEMONSTRATION, BUT WE CHEOS
TO WAIT UNTIL THE OCCASION OF HIS ANNUAL STATE OF THE UNION MESSAG
(INFORME) TO BECOME PERSONALLY INVOLVED IN THE STUDENT CRISIS. KE
DEVOTED APPREM? ONE-THIRD OF HIS ADDRESS TO TEE STUDENT
PROELEM. WHILE HE EXPRESSED A WILLINGNESS TO NEGOTIATE ON SCME
ISSUES, HE FORCEFULLY POINTED OUT THE SERIOUSNESS OF THE PROBLEM
AND FIRMLY WARNED THAT VIOLENCE WOULD NOT BE PERMITTED TO CONTINUI
TEE FRESIDENT'S STAND WAS WELL RECEIVED BY THE PUBLIC. BOWEVER.
AFTER AN INITIAL PERIOD WHEN THERE WAS NO REACTION FRCOM THE STUDEY
IT APPEARS THAT THE STUDENTS HAVE BROKEN DOWN INTC TWC GROUPINGS
"MCDERATES" AND “MILITANTS.® THE MODERATES ARE READY TO NEGOTIATE
SUT THE MILITANTS HOPE TO CONTINUE THE STRUGGLE AND TC SPREAD THE

PRCBLEM TO OTEER HIGHER EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS IN THE HATION.
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3. THE PRINCIPAL INSTRUMENTALITY OF THE STUDENTS DURING THIS
TIME HAS BEEN THE NATIONAL STRIKE COUNCIL (CHH). THIS ORGANIZATIOX
BEGAN A5 A LOOSELY KNIT BODY OF STUDENTS FROM THE NATIONAL
POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE (IPN), AND HAS BECOME BETTER ORGANIZED WITH
EACH SUCCESSIVE DEMONSTRATION. IT NOW NUMBERS APPROXIMATELY ONE
HUNDRED AND FORTY STUDENTS, REPRESENTING THE STRIKE COMMITTEES OF
THE MAJORITY OF THE SCHOOLS INVOLVED IN THE PRESENT MOVEMENT. FROM
ALL INDICATIONS, TEE CNH IS GUIDED, OR AT LEAST ADVISZED, BY A GROUF
OF TEACHERS AND PROFESSORS FROM THESE SCHOOLS. THIS GROUP INCLUDES
SOME OF MEXTCO'S MOST PROMINENT LEFTIST INTELLECTUALS. ALTHOUGH
THE CNH HAS ACHIEVED SOME DEGREE OF ORGANIZATION, REPORTS INDICATE
THAT IT COMPRISES SEVERAL FACTIONS AND THAT ITS DELIBERATIONS ARE
MARKED BY MUCH DISAGREEMENT.

4. ASIDE FROM THE HARD-CORE STUDENTS DIRECTLY INVOLVED IN THE
CNE, THE STRIKE CCMMITTEES AND TEE *BRIGADES", THE MAJCRITY OF
STUDENTS AT THE NATIONAL AUTONOMOUS UNIVERSITY (UNAM) AND IPN HAVE
NOT TAKEN ACTIVE RCLES EXCEPT DURING THE DEMONSTRATIONS. AT THE
TIMES OF DEMONSTRATIONS, MANY OF THESE HAVE “JOINED TEE CROWD", BUT
HAVE NOT CONTINUED TO PARTICIPATE ON A DAY-TO-DAY BASIS.

5. THE STUDENTS, THROUGH THE CNH, HAVE TRIED TO TAKE THEIR

CASE TO THE PEOPLE BUT WITHOUT APPARENT SUCCESS. A EOPED FOR
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GENERAL WORK STOPPAGE ON 4 SEPTEMEER DID NOT MATERIALIZE, AND
NO SIGNIFICANT NUMBERS OF WORKERS OR PEASANTS HAS BECOME INVOLVED,
6. THE ONE DISTINGUISHING FEATURE OF THE CURRENT STUDENT
UNREST HAS BEEN THE UNPRECEDENTED UNLEASHING OF CRITICISM AND
INVECTIVE AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT AND, IN PARTICULAR, AGATNST THE
PRESIDENT. THAT THIS TURN OF EVENTS HAS SHAKEN THE PRESENT
AIMINISTRATION IS ATTESTED T BY REPORTS, WHICH ALTHOUGH UNCONFIRW
ARE CONSIDERED TO BE PROBABLY TRUE, THAT THE GOVERMMENT HAS INSPIS
RUMORS OR REFORTS THAT THE U. S. GOVERNMENT, THROUGH TEE Cia AND
FBI, EITHER SPARKED OR NURTURED THE STUDENT CRISIS. THE GOVERMMEX
HAS NOT FAILED, OF COURSE, TO AVAIL ITSELF OF THE OPFORTUNITY TC
BLAME THE COMMUNISTS, WHO ARE ALWAYS A PLAUSIELE AND TEMPTING
TARGET, SINCE THEY STAND TO BENEFIT FRCM AND HAVE BEEN INVOLVED II'
THE DISTUREANCES. IT HAS BEEN REPORTED THAT THE PRESIDENT ATTRIE!
THE STUDENT UPRISINGS TO THE COMMUNISTS, WHO HE CLAIMS, ARE AIDED
AND SUPPORTED BY THE CUBAN AND SOVIET EMBASSIES. HOWEVER, IT IS
IMPOSSIBLE TO SAY WITH CERTAINTY WHETHER HE ACTUALLY BELIEVIS THI®
TO BE TRUE. THERE IS NO HARD EVIDENCE THAT EITHER THE CUB:N OR

=

THE SOVIET EMEASSIES HAVE MASTERMINDED THE DISTURBANCES, ALTHC %

ol .

IT IS REASCHAELE TO ASSUME THAT THEY HAVE AT LEAST PROVIDE"
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SUPPORT. LOCAL LEFTIST EXTREMISTS HAVE BEEN EXPLOITING
THE SITUATION TO THE BEST OF THEIR CAPABILITIES. IT IS
INTERESTING TO NOTE THAT THERE HAS BEEN VERY LITTLE
SPONTANEOUS CRITICISM OF THE SOVIETS, EVEN THOUGH THE
SOVIET-CZECH CONFRONTATION OCCURRED IN THE MIDST OF mE
DISTURBANCES. THERE HAS BEEN EULOGIZING OF CHE GUEVARA
BUT, LITTLE OR ‘NO PRAISE FOR FIDEL CASTRO.

7. ONE MAJOR CONCERN HAS APPEARED TC BE UPPERMOST
IN THE MINDS OF GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS - THAT THE STUDENT
PROBLEM MOT INTERFERE WITH UPCOMING OLYMPIC EVENTS. IT
APPERRS THAT THE STUDENTS, ASIDE FROM THE MORE RADICAL
ELEMENTS, REALIZE WHAT IS AT STAKE IN THE OLYMPICS, AND
WHILE THE MATORITY WOULD NMOT TRY TO DISRUPT THE GAMES, THE
FACT THAT THE TIME FOR THE OLYMPICS IS CLOSE AT HAND DOES
NOT INHIBIT THE STUDENTS FROM AIRING THEIR GRIEVANCES,
BOWEVER, FROM THE EXTREME RADICALS, ANYTHING CAN BE

EXPECTED.
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8. IN SUMMARY, WHAT BEGAN AS A RELATIVELY MINOR
INCIDENT INVCLVING ONLY SEVERAL HUNDRED STUDENTS GREW
TO SUBSTANTIAL PROPORTIONS. THE GOVERMMENT SEEMED
UNABLE TO MOBILIZE ITSELF TO. DEAL WITH THE MOUNTING
PROELZM. THE GOVERMMENT USED FORCE TO STOP STUDENT
VIOLENCE, BUT DID NOT TAKE A PUELIC STANCE ON THE
PROBLEM, EXCEPT FOR THE MINISTER OF GOVERMMENT'S OFFER
TO THE STUDENTS ON 22 AUGUST, UNTIL THE PRESIDENT
DELIVERED HIS ANNUAL STATE OF THE UNION MESSAGE. THIS
EXPERIENCE HAS SHOWN THAT THE GOVERNMENT AND THE NATIONAL
REVOLUTIONARY PARTY (PRI) DO NOT POSSESS THE POWER AND
HERR TCTAL CONTROL QVER PUBLIC BEHAVIOR WHICH EXISTED
PREVIQUSLY. WEILE THERE IS LITTLE DOUET THAT MEXICAN
STUDENTE HAVE BEEN INFLUENCED BY STUDENT UPRISINGS IN THE
7. I. AND EUROPE, THE RECENT STUDENT DISTURBANCES HAVE BEEN A
NEW EXPERIENCE 70A MEXTCO AND MAY PROVIDE AN INDICATICH

OF THINGS TO COME. THE OLD QORDER
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IS PASSING, AND ORGANIZATIONS LIKE THE MATIONAL FEDERATION OF
TECHNICAL STUDENTS (FNET) HAVE BEEN REPLACED - AT LEAST FOR THE
PRESENT - BY A MORE MILITANT DEMANDING ORGANIZATION, THE CNH.
STUDENTS HAVE FOUND THEY CAN BE A SIGNIFICANT ELEMENT IN THE
NATION'S DECISION MAKING PROCESS, AND THEY ARE NO LONGER CONTENTED
WITH THE PATRONIZING ATTITUDE OF THE GOVERMMENT. STUDENTS HAVE
LEARNED THAT THEY CAN ASSERT THEMSELVES TO THE EXTENT WHERE HOT
ONLY THE GOVERNMENT BUT THE PEOPLE LISTEN, REGARDLESS OF WHETHER
iE GOVERNMENT AGREES WITH TEE STUDENTS OR NOT.

9. I DIS5BM: STATE CINGSO CINCLANT.
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